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DEAR SBIFF FAMILY,
When we look back upon 2020, the story will begin simply and impossibly – 
when, in a flash, the world changed. 

That first day, reeling, disbelieving, we quickly understood the role SBIFF  
was to play. Movies. 

Movies have always inspired, transported and educated — and we 
cannot diminish their essential role in helping to lighten our burden, to 
comfort, to distract. We knew our community would be turning to film, 
just as we were; so we stepped up to offer everything we could. 

The SBIFF staff went to work immediately – reimagining everything. First, 
our team began collaborating on daily film recommendations and study 
guides, enhanced with robust social media activity. Then, we launched 
a series of virtual Q&As with filmmakers. We realized film students would 
miss the opportunity to publicly screen their end-of-the-year projects, so 
we created an online Student Film Showcase. We partnered with studios 
to offer the same arthouse programming we’d normally screen at the 
Riviera, only now, via video-on-demand. 

In solidarity with the Black Lives Matter movement, we dedicated our daily 
newsletter to highlighting films that focus on the Black American experience, 
celebrating the work of noteworthy Black filmmakers and actors, and 
promoting local Black-owned businesses. We have always championed 
diversity at SBIFF, the events of this spring have us remain committed to 
seeking out and showcasing new perspectives and distinct voices in our 
programming, tributes, panels, and special events.

Contrast all of that with the highlights of SBIFF’s 35th edition: Although it 
feels light years ago, this past January’s Festival was the biggest, brightest, 
and most successful in our history.  We honored Academy Award winners 
like Bong Joon Ho and Brad Pitt. We hosted hundreds of filmmakers and 
thousands of students, and entertained more than 100,000 attendees —a 
SBIFF record.  Our Education Programs were thriving and our Riviera Theatre 
was drawing enthusiastic crowds. 

It seems like a different world. And it is. 

These times are something no one could have imagined, but, at SBIFF, 
they’ve crystallized what we’ve always known to be true: at our heart, we 
are about community. We’ve found that the community we’ve built around 
the appreciation of film is something no virus can take down. 

In this moment, we believe one of our biggest assets is also our most obvious 
characteristic: we’re movie people. We’re believers in stories, in twists and 
turns and shocks and awes. In film, we hope we can’t predict what’s coming 
next – but we imagine the possibilities and brace ourselves accordingly – the 
better to enjoy the ride. In life, we know we can’t see the future, but we work 
to make ourselves ready to meet it, whatever it has in store.

And so, we are enthusiastically planning our 36th Festival, in whatever  
form—in all of the forms--it might take. And we are looking forward to  
seeing you there.

WITH LOVE,

MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to engage, enrich, and inspire people 

through the power of film. We celebrate the art of 
cinema and provide impactful educational experiences 

for our local, national, and global communities.



Executive Director Roger Durling leading a 
film discussion in the Education Center with 

2020 Film Studies students.

SBIFF’s Education Center opened its doors to the community.  
The facility, located in Santa Barbara’s Arts & Culture Building, 
is where SBIFF hosts film seminars for adults, mentorship 
programs for students, and each month showcases a local 
filmmaker as a part of Downtown Santa Barbara’s First 
Thursdays. During the Festival, the Education Center serves 
as the Festival Volunteer Hub, Ticketing Office, and meeting 
place for students and filmmakers.



American Riviera Award recipient  
Renée Zellweger giving the “I love you” 

hand sign to the SBIFF 2020 audience.

35TH SBIFF
71 U.S. Premieres  

47 World Premieres 

40 Oscar®-nominated  
and Award-winning Filmmakers

325 Screenings Representing  
50 Countries

275 Visiting Filmmakers

11,000 Underserved Families  
and Children Served

This year’s festival had the largest 
attendance in the history of the 
organization with 100,000+ film lovers 
coming together to celebrate cinema 
from all over the world.



Onstage at the screening of  
“Toy Story 4” and Q&A with Academy 

Award Winner Josh Cooley.

OVERALL ATTENDANCE: 3,442 
TITLE I SCHOOL ATTENDANCE: 95% 
TOTAL NUMBER OF SCHOOLS: 25 
NUMBER OF TITLE I SCHOOLS: 22

FREE BUS TRANSPORTATION 
PROVIDED

FROZEN 2 
Guest Mentors: Co-Director  
Chris Buck and Effects Supervisor  
Erin Ramos

TOY STORY 4 
Guest Mentor: Academy  
Award-Winning Director  
Josh Cooley

“Mike’s FieldTrip to the Movies is one of our favorites of the 
year! It brings true joy to each and every face, student and 

teacher alike, because going to the movies is not just a field 
trip, it’s an EVENT. Knowing that they get to talk to the creators 
of the film directly after the film lets the students feel that they 

are almost a part of the filmmaking themselves.” 
– JENNIFER J. GRIFFITH, HARDING ELEMENTARY TEACHER

Mike’s FieldTrip to the Movies is SBIFF’s flagship 
education program. Each year, SBIFF provides 
thousands of underserved students with a film 
studies guide at school, special visits from industry 
professionals, and a trip to the Arlington Theatre 
for a movie and Q&A with its director during the 
height of the Festival.



Children seated and ready to 
enjoy a FREE AppleBox film.

AppleBox Family Films provides low-income 
families with a theatre-going experience – at 
absolutely no cost. The program served over 6,000 
children and families during the most recent SBIFF. 
This year the program expanded with additional 
free screenings at the Riviera Theatre.
FREE SCREENINGS AT RIVIERA THEATRE 
TOY STORY 1 
TOY STORY 2 
TOY STORY 3
FREE SCREENINGS DURING SBIFF 
TOY STORY 4 
FROZEN 2 (TWO SCREENINGS)
CONCESSIONS PROVIDED 
Free popcorn and refreshments were given  
to attendees at all film screenings.

Film Camp student filming 
for a group movie project.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH UNITED BOYS &  
GIRLS CLUBS OF SANTA BARBARA
30 underserved low-income teens enjoyed 
a week long overnight stay at Camp Whittier 
where they learned filmmaking from notable 
artists and created their own short films. 



The Film Studies Program provided 30 local 
and 30 national college students curriculum 
driven access to SBIFF for the educational 
experience of a lifetime.

Director David O. Russell 
talking with Fim Studies 
students at SBIFF 2020.

5-MONTH MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
10 teams of student directors and screenwriters from 
local high schools and colleges were paired with 
industry professionals to create a short film that was 
premiered at SBIFF.

“The 10-10-10 program is brilliant. It helps emerging 
young writers and filmmakers to develop their craft and 
find new skills they might not be aware that they have.” 
– RACHEL ROSE, SAN MARCOS HIGH SCHOOL

“The impact this has left on me has allowed me 
to think about a career in the film industry as an 
attainable goal. I felt such a connection with the 
people I got to know and I felt so exposed to art 
that I would have not otherwise been exposed to.” 
– ROXANNA IBARRA, UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA

Award recipients at the 2020 
SBIFF 10-10-10 screening and 

award ceremony.



Poster still from Director John Chester’s “The Biggest Little Farm” 
which was the Theatre’s longest running film in 2019.

SANTA BARBARA’S ONLY  
NON-PROFIT ARTHOUSE THEATRE

FEATURING STATE-OF-THE-ART  
DOLBY VISION LASER PROJECTION, 
DOLBY ATMOS SOUND SYSTEM, AND 
HEARING LOOP TECHNOLOGIES

PRESENTED 109 FILMS

“Wow sold out 350 seat Q&A at Riviera Theatre in  
Santa Barbara right now! Feeling the love SB.” 

– JOHN CHESTER, DIRECTOR OF THE BIGGEST LITTLE FARM



Director Bong Joon Ho and his  
translator Sharon Choi speaking after the  
Cinema Society screening of “Parasite”.

42 FILM SCREENINGS
17 RECEPTIONS
35 FILMMAKER Q&AS 
INCLUDING ANTONIO 
BANDERAS, BONG JOON 
HO, TODD PHILLIPS AND 
GRETA GERWIG

“This is such a special theatre to have in Santa Barbara, I didn’t 
know something like this existed. To watch a film with this incredible 
technology and to then step outside to the beautiful view of your city,  
it is very emotional for me.” 
– BONG JOON HO, DIRECTOR OF PARASITE



SILVER  
SCREENINGS

In partnership with Easy Lift, SBIFF provides 
free transportation for 500+ senior citizens to 

the Riviera Theatre to enjoy the communal 
film-going experience at no cost and with 

concessions provided.

Silver Screeners making their way into the 
Theatre to enjoy the FREE film and popcorn!

12 local college students were provided 
with access to 42 private screenings 
and Q&As with some of the year’s top 
filmmakers, including Bong Joon Ho, 
Greta Gerwig, and Adam Sandler.

Rosebud students take a 
quick picture after speaking 

with Adam Sandler.



Still from Director Viva Pedro’s 
“Broken Embraces”.

RIVIERA 
FESTIVALS 
THE WAVE FILM FESTIVAL
8TH EDITION - 11 FILMS OVER 7 DAYS

CALL TO ACTION FILM FESTIVAL
2ND EDITION - 7 FILMS OVER 7 DAYS

4 PANEL DISCUSSIONS WITH 
FILMMAKERS AND TOPIC EXPERTS

FREE ACCESS TO FILMS AND 
PANELS PROVIDED FOR 35 LOCAL 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS, WHO 
WROTE ESSAYS ABOUT THE ISSUES 
HIGHLIGHTED IN THE FILMS

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 6 LOCAL  
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

VIVA PEDRO
A WEEKLONG RETROSPECTIVE 
FESTIVAL CELEBRATING THE WORK  
OF DIRECTOR PEDRO ALMODÓVAR



HONORING MARTIN SCORSESE
TRIBUTES FROM LEONARDO DICAPRIO AND AL PACINO

FUNDRAISER FOR SBIFF’S EDUCATION PROGRAMS
Leonardo DiCaprio, Honoree Martin Scorsese,  
Al Pacino, and Roger Durling on the red carpet.



I N C O M E
Contributed Income

Foundation Grants

Government Grants

Corporate Sponsorships	
	      
Individual Donations

In-Kind Contributions

Total Contributed

Earned Income

SBIFF

Riviera Theatre

Total Earned

TOTAL INCOME

E X P E N S E
Programs

Administrative

Fundraising

TOTAL EXPENSE

SURPLUS / DEFICIT

FINANCIALS

CONTRIBUTED INCOME

EARNED INCOME

EXPENSE

$  526,175

143,060 

755,123

721,359

454,663

$ 2,600,380

 

$  3,060,017

1,049,1289

$  4,109,146

$  6,709,526

$  4,805,075

596,676

537,481

$  5,939,232

$  770,293

20%

6%

29%

28%

17%

74%

26%

81%

10%

9%

Still from the Call To Action film “Bias”. 

RIVIERA THEATRE
During the COVID-19 quarantine, the Riviera Theatre was temporarily closed. During this time, 
SBIFF partnered with studios to offer the same quality arthouse programming on-demand 
for virtual rental via SBIFF’s website. Inside the Rivera Theatre, seats have been carefully 
removed and rearranged to facilitate social distancing and the theatre staff is working 
diligently to create the safest environment possible for all attendees.

DAILY FILM RECOMMENDATIONS
Each day, SBIFF’s 20,000+ newsletter subscribers receive a film recommendation 
accompanied by a detailed study guide to provide educational background and artistic 
perspective on each film. These recommendations and resources are accessible through 
sbiff.org and promoted on SBIFF’s social media channels. 

“Thank you for the film recommendations.. The history of each director, backgrounds 
of how the movies moved from screen writing to production and highlights of the 

actors have been so informative. I feel like I’ve been able to take a spring course on 
Film from my living room!” 

– BARBARA & ALAN WANN

STUDENT SHOWCASE-IN-PLACE ONLINE FESTIVAL
SBIFF introduced a virtual film festival to showcase the work of Santa Barbara County high 
school and college filmmakers who were not able to present their films publicly due to 
school closures. Student films will be premiered on sbiff.org where the community of Santa 
Barbara and a jury of respected professionals will vote for their favorites. 

VIRTUAL ARTIST Q&AS
SBIFF’s Education Center is currently closed to the public, but is instead being used as a 
production studio for virtual Q&As with filmmakers, both aspiring and well-known. These 
conversations are made available to film lovers everywhere through SBIFF’s social  
media channels.

STAFF MEMORIES
The Film Festival staff, volunteers, and patrons are sharing inspiring memories on a bi-weekly 
basis, providing their unique perspectives on the organization and the community that 
makes SBIFF so special.

HELP AT HAND RESOURCE GUIDE
The heart of the SBIFF has always been community, and Help at Hand is SBIFF's offering of 
support - an evolving list of current resources that may be of help during this difficult time.

COVID-19  
RESPONSE



SPARTICUS CIRCLE
Lynda Weinman & Bruce Heavin
Leslie Sweem Bhutani & Ashish Bhutani

GOVERNMENT & FOUNDATIONS
Anonymous
Audrey Hillman Fisher Foundation
Bentson Foundation
Brittingham Family Foundation
California Arts Council
City of Santa Barbara
Corning Incorporated Foundation
Gardner Grout Foundation
George Lucas Family Foundation
Goleta Noontime Rotary Club
Leni Fe Bland
Manitou Fund
Michele & Arnold Brustin Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
NonProfits Insurance Alliance
Osherenko-Young Foundation
Pickford Realty Cares
Rathbone Charitable Fund 
Riordan Foundation
Rudi Shulte Family Foundation
Sallie Watling & Curt Coughlin Fund
Santa Barbara Foundation
Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians
Skinner Family Fund
The Towbes Foundation
Volentine Family Foundation
Zegar Family Fund

SPONSORS
UGG
Belvedere Vodka
Netflix
Montecito Bank & Trust
Toyota Mirai
Sony
ADL Santa Barbara/Tri-Counties
SEE International
CAA
Union Bank
Winchester Mystery House
Comcast NBCUniversal
Paramount
Patagonia
Santa Barbara Vintners Foundation
Focus Features
Sephora
WME
Belmond El Encanto
Mechanics Bank
S&y Stahl Realty
Bourke Wealth Management
Brillstein
Neon
Boxed Water Is Better
Walt Disney

UTA
A24
Gang Tyre Ramer Brown Passman
Paradigm
United Artists
Roadside
American Riviera Bank
Gersh
Gotham
Working Title Films

INKIND SPONSORS
Bella Vista Designs
805 Boba
Bacara, Ritz Carlton
Bibi Ji
Brasil Arts Café
Bright Event Rentals
Café Ana
Chase Restaurant
Cheshire Cat Inn
Deadline
Dell Inc.
Don’t Wonder Productions
El Latino
Endless Summer/Chucks
Enterprise Fish Co.
Final Draft
Firestone Brewery
Franciscan Inn
Haagen Printing
Hilton Beachfront
Holiday Inn Carpinteria
Hotel Californian
Hotel Indigo
Hotel Santa Barbara
Isabella Gourmet Foods
KEYT
KJEE
KRUZ
LA Confidential
Los Agaves
MickaelKate Interiors
Nimita’s Cuisine
Olio e Limone
Oppi’z
Pacifica Suites
Panavision
Paseo Nuevo
Rincon Broadcasting
Rosewood Miramar
S&y Stahl
Santa Barbara Hotel Group
Santa Barbara Inn
Santa Barbara Magazine
Savoir Faire
Sb Paella Company
Secret Garden Inn
Simply Cocktails
Simpson House Inn

South Coast Deli
Spanish Garden Inn
The Berry Man
The Hollywood Reporter
The Perfect Platter
The Santa Barbara Independent
Upham Hotel
V3 Printing
Variety
Voice Magazine
West Beach Films

THE RIVIERA PROJECT 
BENEFACTOR’S CIRCLE 

$2.5M +
Lynda Weinman & Bruce Heavin 

$250K +
Jeff & Margo Baker Barbakow Family
The Stephen & Carla Hahn Foundation
Susan & Craig McCaw 

$100K +
Leslie Sweem Bhutani & Ashish Bhutani 
Nora McNeely Hurley & Michael Hurley
The Manitou Fund 
Sara Miller-McCune
Natalie Orfalea Foundation &  
Lou Buglioli
Pam & Russ Strobel

$75K +
Tammy & Kim Hughes
Nina & Eric Phillips 

$50K +
Bentson Foundation
Chris Lancashire & Catherine Gee
Cindy & Steve Lyons 
Timothy & Pamela Rodgers
Toad & Co. 

$25K +
Santa Barbara Foundation
Siri & Bob Marshall
Marla & Lee Phillips 
Stacy & Ron Pulice
Genevieve & Ivan Reitman 

$15K +
Anonymous
Change Happens Foundation
Marcia & John Mike Cohen
Eng-DenBaars Family
Nancy Swift Furlotti
Robin & Roger Himovitz
The Pattis Family Foundation
Alan & Carol Marshall

FOR MAKING ALL OF THISTO OUR SUPPORTERS

$500,000+
Manitou Fund 
Nora McNeeley Hurley &  
Michael Hurley

$225,000+
Lynda Weinman & Bruce Heavin

$75,000+
Leslie Sweem Bhutani & Ashish Bhutani

$50,000+
Jeffrey Barbakow &  
Margo Baker Barbakow 

$25,000+
Russ & Pamela Strobel 

$20,000+
Mary Beth Riordan

$15,000+
Chris Lancashire & Catherine Gee
Andrew & Elizabeth Butcher
Tammy & Kim Hughes
Susan & Steven Eng-Denbaars
Dr. Daniel Launspach &  
Roger Durling
Robin & Roger Himovitz
Steven Spielberg

$10,000+
Lisa Solana
Graham King
Robert & Meghan Skinner
Michael Douglas &  
Catherine Zeta Jones
Karen Jorgensen & Dennis Walker
Patricia & John MacFarlane

$5,000+
Kevin Bourke & Diane Anthony
Setenay & David Osman
Linda & Jim Armstrong
Michael De Luca
Lois & Bill Rosen
Lee & Marla Phillips
Angel & Francis Martinez
Mimi deGruy
James & Vanessa Bechtel
Tracy & Michael Bollag
Ivan & Genevieve Reitman
Merryl & Chuck Zegar
Michelle Bevis
Katie DeWitt
JJ Abrams
Belle Hahn
Barbara Robins
Soozi Tyler
Leslie & Robert Zemeckis

$2,500+
Maureen McDermut
Robert & Siri Marshall
Cyndee Howard & Leslie Cunningham
Tom & Julianna Dain
Lynn Montgomery & Richard Kriegler
Ken & Jo Saxon

$1,000+
John Scheinfeld
Cyndi Silverman & Mark Harris
Kelly Sullivan 
Lisa Crane
Jodie & Bruce Willard
Joyce & Roland Bryan
Betsy Ingalls
Citrin Cooperman
David Geffen
John C Mithun
Yvonne Oleson & Bill Sargent
Arthur & Susan Schmidt
Anne Towbes
David Herrera
Todd & Gale Howell
Shane & Kristine Brown
Genevieve Cloutier &  
Jean-Francois Gagnon
Vincent & Colleen Anderson- 
Caballero
Kirk & Anne Douglas
Ellen Goldsmith
Geoff Green
Teresa Godfrey
Valerie & Alan Greenberg
Priscilla & Jason Gaines 
Lily Hahn
Jon Kechejian & Sandy Schoolfield
Roberto Lazano
Del Shaw Moonves
Kimi Matar
Dr Loretta Redd
Regina & Rick Roney
Mike & Nadie Smith
Diane Wolff & Susan Block Wolff
Kd Farris
Christine & Bill Fletcher
John Paul Beltran & Lina Beltran
Meg & Dan Burnham
Nancy Goldsholl 
Sara Miller McCune
Lynn & Mel Pearl
Timothy & Pamela Rodgers

$500+
Kim Carr-Howard
Andrew & Adrianne Davis
Robert Stough
Maria & Monte Wilson
Mary Blair
Joe Belk

Joe Bourdeau
Melanee Cooper
Kim Lieberman
Lauren Emma
Jason Woods
Joseph Yumang
Nancy Barasch
Beatnix Productions
Dinah & Ricardo Calderon
Scott Lindee
Anonymous - Dr J C Elliott
Sonia & David Alexander
George Bifano
Kandy Luria-Budgor & Beno Budgor
Meg & Dan Burnham
Laurel Cleary
Brett Queener & Lisa Carlos
Inga & Jack Canfield
John & Marcia Cohen
Robin & Dan Cerf
Leslie & Diane Ekker
Ann Frank
Linda & Donald Fareed
Robert Giaimo & Maria Rendon 
Giaimo
Mary & Doug Hampson
Michael & Kim Hayes
Virginia & Terry Holt
Carolyn Jabs & David Zamichow
Hollye & Jeff Jacobs
Marc & Paulina Lowe
Pam McLean
Suzanne Moullen
Elizabeth McGovern
Eric Meyer & Sarah York Rubin
Martin & A. McKenzie
Paul & Joni Meisel
Constance Penley
Eric & Nina Phillips
Michael Perry & Carolyn Butcher
Geoffrey Slaff
Anne & Allen Sides
Gordon & Karen Seabury
Stephanie & Peter Smillie
Nina Terzian
Mike & Bobbie Tweddle
Pam & Terry Valeski
Pieter Van Meeuwen &  
Peter Crawford
Karen & Peter Warshaw
Peter Wright & Reid Melton
Sheila Wald & Danner Schefler
Anthony & Arnette Zerbe

THANK YOU POSSIBLE



1528 CHAPALA STREET SUITE 203 
SANTA BARBARA CA 93101 

WWW.SBIFF.ORG #SBIFF

Roger Durling, Executive Director

Sean Pratt, Managing Director

Benjamin Goedert, Development Director

Shannon Kelley, Development Manager

Mickey Duzdevich, Senior Programmer

Audrey Arn, Programmer

Katie Dee Jensen, Marketing Coordinator

Claire Waterhouse, Education Coordinator

Luca Schoch, Riviera Theatre Manager 

STAFF

PLANNED 
GIVING

Build a legacy in the arts by supporting SBIFF with 
a planned gift. For information on how you can 
give, please contact our Development office at 

805.963.0023 x 809.

MAKE A  
DONATION

To support SBIFF, please make a 100% tax 
deductible donation at www.sbiff.org or  

call us at 805.963.0023.


