


FILM OVERVIEW
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs
PG | 90 min / Animation, Adventure, Comedy / September 20, 2009

Columbia Pictures / A Sony Pictures Animation Film

When Flint Lockwood’s  latest contraption accidentally destroys the town square and 
rockets up into the clouds, he thinks his inventing career is over. Then something amazing 

happens as delicious cheeseburgers start raining from the sky. His machine actually 
works! But when people greedily ask for more and more food, the machine starts to run 

amok, unleashing spaghetti tornadoes and giant meatballs that threaten the world! Now it’s 
up to Flint, with the help of weather girl Sam Sparks and Steve, his talking monkey 

assistant, to find some way to shut down the machine before the world is covered in super-
sized meatballs!

Voice Actors:
Bill Hader- Flint Lockwood (voice)
Anna Faris- Sam Sparks (voice)
James Caan- Tim Lockwood (voice)
Andy Samberg- 'Baby' Brent (voice)
Bruce Campbell- Mayor Shelbourne (voice)
Mr. T- Earl Devereaux (voice)
Bobb'e J. Thompson- Cal Devereaux (voice)
Benjamin Bratt- Manny (voice)
Neil Patrick Harris- Steve (voice)
Al Roker- Patrick Patrickson (voice)
Lauren Graham- Fran Lockwood (voice)
Will Forte- Joe Towne (voice)

Directed by: 
Phil Lord
Christopher Miller

Screenplay by:
Phil Lord
Christopher Miller

Based on the book by: 
Judi Barrett
Ron Barrett



THE MAKING OF 
CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE 

OF MEATBALLS



BRINGING CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE 
OF MEATBALLS TO THE SCREEN

Sony Pictures Animation’s "Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs" began life in 
1978 as a children’s book written by Judi Barrett and illustrated by Ron Barrett, 
which now has over a million copies in print. With its charming, visually inventive 
style, absurdist sense of humor, and fantastic premise – a town where food falls 
from the sky! – it seemed a foregone conclusion that the book would be adapted 
into an animated movie. But no one was quite able to do it until writer-directors 
Phil Lord and Christopher Miller came along and found inspiration from a 
seemingly obvious source – the book itself. 

“It’s a hilarious book and great inspiration,” says Miller – noting that it was their 
favorite book as kids. “The film we wrote starts with the book’s overall structure – 
there’s a town where food falls like rain, but that turns out to have great problems 
for the people – and builds from there. We get to find out the origins of how the 
town came to be Chewandswallow and follow an ensemble of unique characters 
through this crazy adventure.”



“We thought, wow, that would be a great action movie,” says Lord. “All of the 
events in the film would be very, very silly, but the characters would take them 
all very, very seriously.” And you’d take it seriously, too, if a giant spaghetti 
tornado threatened your town, as it does to Chewandswallow. "Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs" represents the ultimate in food fun and mayhem.

“I always had the feeling that this would make a great animated movie, and it 
turns out, Sony Pictures Animation did, too,” says Judi Barrett, the author of the 
original book. “Though it needed stretching and development in length, 
characters, and plot, they saw all its wonderful possibilities. If you’re a fan of the 
book you’ll certainly recognize some of your very favorite and memorable iconic 
images in the movie. The end results are extraordinary – in fact, they’re mind-
boggling.” (Sony Pictures)



[Chris Miller and Phil Lord]...met as freshmen at Dartmouth, when Mr. Miller 
accidentally set Mr. Lord’s girlfriend’s hair on fire...“We broke up,” Mr. Lord 
said, “and Chris and I became best friends.” Soon after graduating, they scored 
a development deal with Disney and moved to Los Angeles. They first worked 
in television writing for shows, including the CBS sitcom “How I Met Your 
Mother.” ...the team pitched Sony, which owned the rights to their favorite 
children’s book, “Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs,” written and illustrated in 
1978 by Judi and Ron Barrett.

 “We wanted to do it as a serious action movie,” Mr. Lord said. “Like Roland 
Emmerich,” Mr. Miller added, referring to the director of "The Day After 
Tomorrow" and “Independence Day,” “but silly on purpose.” They spent the 
next years writing the script about a nerdy kid who invents a machine that turns 
water into food, sketching characters and studying 1950s advertisements for 
aesthetic inspiration. It took about 500 people to animate the movie.“It was 
important to capture what was iconic about the book,” said Hannah Minghella, 
the president of production at Sony Pictures Animation, who joined the group at 
the second theater they visited. “Like the wish fulfillment of a giant pancake 
landing on your school.” (The New York Times)

CO-WRITER/DIRECTORS CHRIS MILLER 
& PHIL LORD ON CLOUDY WITH A 

CHANCE OF MEATBALLS 



ON THE LOCATION AND LOOK OF THE 
FILM

In addition to creating an entire cast of characters, the filmmakers also created 
a new setting for the story: the island of Swallow Falls, a one-horse town where 
the only industry – sardine fishing and canning – has been decimated by the 
public’s changing taste. “We looked at towns like our own Culver City that have 
seen hard times and tried to remake themselves,” says production designer 
Justin Thompson. “We let the visuals tell the story. We give Swallow Falls 
neutral colors, dirty textures, lots of wires everywhere. When the town is 
remade, everything’s shiny and new, bright and colorful, but there’s a 
disingenuous quality to it, too – it’s kind of fake and pre-fabricated. Even in the 
details, Flint’s setting informs how he goes about creating his machine. “Flint is 
a dynamic, brilliant guy, but he just doesn’t have much available to him,” says 
Thompson. “So he creates a computer as powerful as a modern desktop, but 
it’s the size of a room, because he’s using obsolete computers and 80s 
videogame consoles that he’s jury-rigged together.”

Even after they figured out the story and the look of the film, "Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs" represented an enormous challenge for the directors and 
their team at Sony Pictures Animation. Not only would they have to replicate 
falling (and bouncing) food as it would behave in real life, but also real-life 
weather conditions like rain, sleet, and tornados. Sure, the fact that it’s a 
spaghetti tornado makes it completely absurd – but it still has to behave like a 
real tornado. “Whether we’re dropping ten thousand pieces of food on the town 
or building a giant meatball that the characters fly into, it all falls to us,” says 
Rob Bredow, the film’s visual effects supervisor.



The first step in creating these effects is to find out what the food does in real 
life. In addition to filling a bathtub full of Jell-O to see how it reacted to things 
being bounced on it, the filmmakers dropped food in front of time-lapse cameras 
so the animators could study how cheeseburgers react when dropped from great 
heights. Hint: there’s a lot of splatting involved. To animate a falling burger, each 
part – lettuce, tomato, pickles, onions, etc. – had to be built separately in the 
computer. “When that burger hits the ground,” says Daniel Kramer, the film’s 
digital effects supervisor, “it can break apart, or it might stay together, or maybe 
it splats some ketchup and mustard on the ground. We had different systems for 
different levels of detail; background burgers might just hit, but the burgers in 
front – our `hero burgers’ – got special attention. We made sure every pickle was 
flying out just right.” Another challenging sequence is one in which Flint builds 
Sam a giant palace out of Jell-O. Not only is it the directors’ favorite scene, but it 
is also one that allows the technical team to flex their creative muscles.

“We began by filling a bathtub with Jell-O and dropping action figures into it, to 
see how they would bounce,” says Miller. But the bounce was the least of it. Jell-
O is translucent, so light goes through it, but it also reflects and refracts off of it. 
The filmmakers would have to get all of these properties right – or it wouldn’t 
look like Jell-O and would spoil the sequence for the audience. And it wasn’t just 
the lighting that would be tricky. “It’s a crazy sequence, and an interesting one 
from an animation standpoint,” says Chris Juen, co-producer of the film. “Which 
do you animate first, the characters or the moving environment? And as the 
environment moves – effects animation – how does that affect the character 
animation, which is a different group of animators? But boy, when you see it 
final, it’s a magical place for the characters.” (Columbia Pictures)

ON THE ANIMATION



"I definitely have some techniques I use when I need to get down to business. 
Music plays a big part in the creative process for me, sometimes I'm lucky 
enough to find music that supports the tone of a shot, but most of the time I 
listen to a favorite artist or genre that helps me focus and lets me tune out any 
distractions. Next I always look at inspirational images. Cloudy had amazing 
concept art and story boards, I always found myself looking at those for 
inspiration when working on a shot. If I'm animating an animal that just needs 
to move realistically then video reference is key for me. I study the reference 
and draw key poses creating a bit of a road map for my brain, because once 
you get into the computer and start animating it can get complicated very 
quickly. Towards the end of a production you get pretty burnt out. When I find 
myself animating on auto pilot I stop and go back to the things that inspire and 
excite me about animation to keep myself focused."

...As animators we mold our performance around the voice acting, we listen to 
every inflection and tone choice of the actor. An animator never does anything 
on accident, the reason a character shifts its weight or does two quick blinks 
instead of one slow blink is because we feel it supports the voice acting and 
correctly expresses the character's emotion. Now sometimes during a 
production things happen, a shot's edited or an actor is recast. If this is the 
case an actor will watch our animation (that we've already animated to another 
voice recording) and record a new read based on the animation. This process 
is called automated dialogue replacement, or ADR for short." (Wired)

ANIMATOR DAVID GIBSON ON THE 
ANIMATION PROCESS



MEET WRITER/DIRECTORS 
PHIL LORD & CHRIS MILLER

Phil Lord and Chris Miller recently produced Sony 
Pictures Animation's Academy Award®-winning feature 
film “Spider-Man™: Into the Spider-Verse,” which Lord 
also wrote. They are currently producing Sony Pictures 
Animation’s action comedy “The Mitchells vs. The 
Machines." Lord and Miller are the prolific multi-
hyphenate duo behind some of today’s most successful 
films and television series including "The Lego Movie" 
franchise, "21 Jump Street" and "22 Jump Street," 
"Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs" and the television 
series “The Last Man on Earth.” Known for their unique 
sensibilities and maverick mindset as writer-producer-
directors, Lord and Miller have spent their careers 
pushing the boundaries of creativity to deliver a fresh, 
unexpected perspective with each of their projects. Their 
projects have successfully drawn in audiences of all 
demographics time and time again, have garnered over 
$3.3 billion at the worldwide box office and have earned 
them an Academy Award, an Emmy® nomination, 
multiple BAFTA’s and Critics Choice Awards. Up next, 
they are developing to direct the feature “The Last 
Human” for Sony and “Artemis,” based on the novel by 
“The Martian” author Andy Weir for Fox and New 
Regency. Their most recent television project, the 
animated series “Bless the Harts,” created by Emily 
Spivey premiered on Fox last fall. Lord graduated cum 
laude from Dartmouth College with a degree in Art 
History. His college animated short "Man Bites 
Breakfast" won “Best Animation” at the 1998 New 
England Film and Video Festival and was also included 
in several other festivals, including ASIFA East and 
ASIFA San Francisco. He is a native of Coconut Grove, 
Florida, and likes bikes. Miller is a native of Lake 
Stevens, Washington. He left there to attend Dartmouth 
College, where he found a lifelong friend in Phil Lord 
while obtaining a degree in government and studio art: 
three achievements, two of which are useful to his 
career. (Sony Pictures Animation)



Rob Greenberg has an extensive career as 
a comedy writer, producer, and director. In 
television, as a writer/producer on Frasier, 
he was nominated for four Emmy Awards, 
winning three times, and nominated for two 
Writer Guild Awards, winning once. He 
executive produced the pilot of “How I Met 
Your Mother”(2005-2014) and remained as a 
Consulting Producer for the first six years of 
its run. Most recently, he co-created, 
executive produced, wrote, and directed 
“The Moodys” (2019), staring Denis Leary 
and Elizabeth Perkins for Fox. In feature 
films, he co-wrote the Eddie Murphy family 
sci-fi comedy, “Meet Dave” (2008), and did 
major production re-writes on “Cloudy with a 
Chance of Meatballs” (2009). He co-wrote 
and directed the remake of “Overboard” for 
MGM, and is currently in pre-production on 
“The Valet for Lionsgate”. Mr. Greenberg is a 
graduate of Princeton University and the 
Yale School of Drama.

MEET ROB GREENBERG



MEET COMPOSER 
MARK MOTHERSBAUGH

Mark Mothersbaugh is one of this era’s most 
unique and prolific composers. Deeply aware 
of the ability of precise, multi-faceted artistic 
expression to deliver vital social commentary, 
he has perpetually challenged and redefined 
musical and visual boundaries. Mothersbaugh 
co-founded influential rock group DEVO, and 
then parlayed his avant-garde musical 
background into a leading role in the world of 
scoring for filmed and animated 
entertainment, interactive media and 
commercials. As an award winning composer, 
his credits include "Moonrise Kingdom," "21 
Jump Street," "Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs," "Enlightened," "Rushmore," "The 
Royal Tenenbaums," "The Life Aquatic," "Pee 
Wee’s Playhouse," and the hugely successful 
"Rugrats television," stage and film franchise. 
Through his multimedia company, Mutato 
Muzika, Mark has scored hundreds of 
commercials. Mothersbaugh received the BMI 
Richard Kirk Award for Outstanding Career 
Achievement at the organization’s 2004 Film/
TV Awards. He can currently be seen as the 
art teacher on the hit television series, "Yo 
Gabba Gabba!" (Mutato) A few of his other 
projects include "Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs 2" (2013), "Last Vegas" (2013), 
"The Carrie Diaries" (2013-2014), "The Lego 
Movie" (2014), "22 Jump Street" (2014), 
"Pitch Perfect 2" (2015), "Hotel Transylvania 2 
" (2015), "Thor: Ragnarok" (2017), " 2019The 
LEGO Movie 2: The Second Part" (2019), 
"Tiger King" 2020 and Disenchantment  
(2018-2021).



MEET AUTHORS JUDI AND BARRETT

Judi Barrett is the author of many 
beloved books for children, including 
the bestselling Cloudy With a Chance 
of Meatballs, Pickles to Pittsburgh, 
Animals Should Definitely Not Wear 
Clothing, Lots More Animals Should 
Definitely Not Wear Clothing, Santa 
from Cincinnati, and An Excessive 
Alphabet. She teaches art to 
kindergarten students at a school in her 
Brooklyn neighborhood.

Ron Barrett is the internationally 
bestselling illustrator of many books for 
children, including Cloudy With a 
Chance of Meatballs, Pickles to 
Pittsburgh, Superhero Joe, Animals 
Should Definitely Not Wear Clothing, 
Lots More Animals Should Definitely 
Not Wear Clothing, and An Excessive 
Alphabet. His illustrations have been 
honored by the Society of Illustrators 
and have been exhibited at The Louvre 
in Paris. He lives in New York City.



Character Bios

Flint Lockwood
Flint Lockwood is an inventor who dreams of creating 
amazing new things that change the world.

Sam Sparks
Sam Sparks is a young weather forecaster on her first 
broadcast assignment.

Tim Lockwood
Tim Lockwood is Flint Lockwood's father and the owner 
of a tackle shop in Swallow Falls. 



“Baby” Brent McHale
Brent McHale aka Big Baby Brent was the official mascot 
of Baby Brent Sardines and transformed from Flint 
Lockwood’s bully into his friend after a change of heart. 

Mayor Shelbourne
Mayor Shelbourne is the mayor of Swallow Falls.

Officer Earl Devereaux
Earl Devereaux is the Swallow Falls policeman.



Voice Actor Biographies

O'Hara can be seen on the Canadian television comedy series “Schitt's Creek” (2015). 
Her work in the series earned two Canadian Screen Awards for Best Lead Actress (2016 
and 2017). This year, O’Hara won the Emmy for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy 
Series for her role on “Schitt's Creek” (2020). 

Bill Hader- Flint Lockwood (voice)
Bill Hader is an American actor, voice actor, comedian, producer and 
writer. He is known for his work on Saturday Night Live (for which he 
received three Emmy nominations), South Park, and his parody 
series Documentary Now! He is also known for his supporting work 
in comedy films, such as You, Me and Dupree (2006), Hot Rod 
(2007), Superbad (2007), Forgetting Sarah Marshall (2008), Tropic 
Thunder (2008), Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian 
(2009), Paul (2011), Men in Black 3 (2012), and Maggie's Plan 
(2015).(Emmys.com) Hader has had supporting roles in the films 
"Hot Rod" (2007), "Superbad" (2007), "Tropic Thunder" (2008), 
"Forgetting Sarah Marshall" (2008), "Night at the Museum: Battle of 
the Smithsonian" (2009), "Adventureland" (2009), "Paul" (2011), and 
"Men in Black 3" (2012), as well as leading roles in "The Skeleton 
Twins" (2014), "Trainwreck" (2015), and as an adult Richie Tozier in 
"It Chapter Two" (2019). He has also voiced leading and supporting 
characters in animated films such as the "Cloudy with a Chance of 
Meatballs" franchise (2009–2014), "Turbo" (2013), "Monsters 
University" (2013), "Inside Out" (2015), "Finding Dory" (2016), "The 
Angry Birds Movie" (2016) and its sequel (2019), "Sausage 
Party" (2016), and "Ralph Breaks the Internet" (2018). (Rotten 
Tomatoes)

Anna Faris- Sam Sparks (voice)
...Anna Faris made a name for herself in broad comedies, starting 
with the horror spoof-within-a-spoof "Scary Movie" (2000), itself a 
send-up of other horror parodies like "Scream" (1996) and "I Know 
What You Did Last Summer" (1997). Faris made an immediate 
impact, which led to several sequels atop other studio comedies like 
"The Hot Chick" (2003), though she wisely began to break away 
following a memorable turn in the acclaimed indie "Lost in 
Translation" (2003). Her small comedic performance as a ditzy 
actress opened the doors to more varied projects, including romantic 
comedy "Just Friends" (2005) the Oscar-winning drama, "Brokeback 
Mountain" (2005). But comedy remained her bread and butter, from 
her fourth go-round in "Scary Movie 4" (2006) to her co-starring role 
opposite Seth Rogen in the surprisingly dark "Observe and 
Report" (2009). Moving to television, Faris starred opposite Allison 
Janney in the drama-tinged sitcom "Mom" (CBS 2013-2020), playing 
recovering addict Christy Plunkett with a nuanced subtlety that 
revealed her depth and range. (Rotten Tomatoes)



James Caan- Tim Lockwood (voice)
Caan was born in The Bronx, New York City, the son of Sophie and 
Arthur Caan, Jewish refugees from Germany. Caan grew up in 
Sunnyside, Queens, New York City. He was educated at P.S. 150 
40-01 43rd Avenue School in Queens, at the private Rhodes 
Preparatory School, also in New York City, and then attended Michigan 
State University in East Lansing, Michigan, studying economics. Caan 
played college football at MSU. He later transferred to Hofstra 
University in Hempstead, New York, but did not graduate. However, 
while studying at Hofstra University, he became intrigued by acting and 
was interviewed for, accepted to and graduated from New York City's 
Neighborhood Playhouse School of the Theatre, where one of his 
instructors was Sanford Meisner. Caan began his acting career in 
television on such series as "The Untouchables," "The Alfred Hitchcock 
Hour," "Kraft Suspense Theatre," "Combat!," "Ben Casey," "Dr. 
Kildare," "The Wide Country," "Alcoa Premiere," "Route 66," and 
"Naked City." In 1964, he starred as Jewish athlete Jeff Brubaker in the 
episode "My Son, the All-American" of Channing, a drama about 
college life. His first substantial film role was as a punk hoodlum in the 
1964 thriller "Lady in a Cage," which starred Olivia de Havilland. In 
1965 he landed his first starring role in Howard Hawks' auto-racing 
drama "Red Line 7000." In 1967, Caan appeared as Alan Badillion 
Trahern aka Mississippi in El Dorado with John Wayne and Robert 
Mitchum...He had a starring role in Robert Altman's second feature film, 
"Countdown," in 1968. In 1969, his appearance on the spy sitcom "Get 
Smart" was uncredited, billed as "Rupert of Rathskeller as Himself"; in 
that same year he won praise for his role as a brain-damaged football 
player in "The Rain People" directed by Francis Ford Coppola. (Rotten 
Tomatoes) His most recent projects include "Undercover 
Grandpa" (2017), "Con Man" (2018),  "Out of Blue" (2018) and most 
recently "JL Family Ranch 2" in 2020.

Andy Samberg- 'Baby' Brent (voice)
Andy Samberg joined an esteemed list of breakout performers to 
emerge from one of television's most revered comedy training grounds, 
"Saturday Night Live" (NBC, 1975- ), during his seven-year run. Getting 
his start in television as an assistant on the political sitcom "Spin 
City" (ABC, 1996-2002), Samberg's talent and drive landed him a spot 
as a cast member on "SNL" in 2005. Joining him behind the scenes 
were his longtime friends and writing partners, Akiva Schaffer and 
Jorma Taccone, who filled out the comedy trio collectively known as 
The Lonely Island. Trafficking in the medium of digital short films, 
Samberg and his partners contributed the hilarious music-video send-
ups "Lazy Sunday" and "D*ck in a Box," which racked up millions of 
views on YouTube and establish Samberg as one of the more 
promising new additions to the "SNL" cast. Before long, the comedic 



actor was starring in solo projects like the man-child comedy "Hot 
Rod" (2007) and lending his voice to animated features, "Cloudy with 
a Chance of Meatballs" (2009) among them. Buoyed by their 
success, The Lonely Island released the hit album Incredibad in 
2009, followed by Turtlenecks & Chains in 2011. In 2013, Samberg 
was cast in the lead role of the sitcom "Brooklyn Nine-Nine" (Fox, 
2013-18; NBC, 2018- ), which went on to be both a critical and 
popular hit that was beloved by fans. (Rotten Tomatoes) Samberg's 
most recent film is "Palm Springs" which was released in 2020.

Bruce Campbell - Mayor Shelbourne (voice)
Actor-writer-producer Bruce Campbell not only received his start in 
B-movies, but embraced and exploited his niche in the medium to 
become one of the more beloved figures in genre films and 
television. Campbell first garnered attention as the sole surviving 
character in Sam Raimi's blood-soaked debut feature, "The Evil 
Dead" (1981). His and Raimi's love of slapstick comedy was put to 
good use with the follow-ups "Evil Dead 2: Dead by Dawn" (1987) 
and "Army of Darkness" (1993), while the short-lived series "The 
Adventures of Brisco County, Jr." (Fox, 1993-94) attempted to 
capitalize on his growing cult following. Campbell picked up some of 
his best notices as an aging Elvis in Don Coscarelli's bizarre 
comedy-horror feature "Bubba Ho-Tep" (2001) and became a best-
selling author with his memoir If Chins Could Kill - Confessions of a 
B-Movie Actor in 2002. Other notable work included a cameo in 
Raimi's big-budget adaptation of "Spider-Man" (2002) and its two 
sequels, as well as the scene-stealing role of ex-spy Sam Axe on the 
popular spy series "Burn Notice" (USA Network, 2007-13). The 
multi-faceted talent also lent his voice to such hit films as "Cloudy 
with a Chance of Meatballs" (2009) and continued his involvement 
with the franchise. (Rotten Tomatoes) His most recent projects 
include "Fargo " (2015), "Ash vs Evil Dead" (2015-2018) and "The 
Last Kids on Earth" (2019-2020).

Mr. T- Earl Devereaux (voice)
Mr. T came from Chicago, Illinois, and was the eleventh of twelve 
children; he and his four sisters and seven brothers grew up in the 
city's housing projects. He played football, studied martial arts, and 
won a scholarship to Prairie View A&M University, Texas, but was 
thrown out after a year. After that he went to a couple of small 
Chicago colleges on athletic scholarships. After leaving college he 
was a Military Policeman in the U.S. Army before trying out for the 
Green Bay Packers. His professional football career was finished, 
however, by a knee injury. For about ten years he was a bodyguard 
to the stars, protecting such well-known personalities as Muhammad 
Ali, Michael Jackson, Lee and Diana Ross. He charged around 
$3,000 a day and his business card famously read, "Next to God, 
there is no better protector than I." He always boasts that he never 
lost a client, saying, "I got hurt worse growing up in the ghetto than 
working as a bodyguard." In 1970 he changed his name by deed poll 



from "Lawrence Tureaud" to "Lawrence Tero" and then in 1980 to 
"Mr. T" so that people would have to address him as "Mr." It was 
while reading National Geographic that Mr. T first saw the unusual 
hairstyle for which he is now famous, on an African Mandinka warrior. 
He decided that adopting the style was a powerful statement about 
his African origins. During his stint as a doorman, he would take 
jewelry from disorderly people and wear them himself as a testament 
to how well he performed his job as a bouncer. At one point, his gold 
chains, rings, and bracelets were worth about $300,000. In 2005, Mr. 
T announced he would never wear his chains again saying, "No, T, 
you can never wear your gold again. It's an insult to God." He came 
to this decision after seeing the effects of Hurricane Katrina. Mr. T 
also donated a great deal of clothing and money to Katrina victims... 
(Premiere Speakers Bureau) His most recent projects include  
"Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs" (2009), "Finders 
Keepers" (2010), "WrestleMania XXX" (2014) and "The Comeback 
Kids" in 2014.

Bobb'e Jacques - Cal Devereaux (voice)
Bobb'e Jacques Thompson aka 'King Bobb'e' is an American actor/
Recording Artist. He is known for playing Tracy Jr. on 30 Rock; his 
role as Stanley on That's So Raven; playing Ronnie Shields in Role 
Models; the role of Jimmy Mitchell on the short-lived NBC series The 
Tracy Morgan Show, which lasted for one season from 2003–2004; 
his appearance in commercials for the PlayStation Portable; and for 
being the host of his own television series Bobb'e Says, which aired 
on Cartoon Network. Thompson also had a recurring role on the hit 
series Tyler Perry's House of Payne. As a five year old, he performed 
Bow Wow's song "Bow Wow (That's My Name)", on a show hosted 
by Steve Harvey. The video of this has been uploaded on YouTube 
and has over 3 million views. He currently has a supporting role as 
M.J. Williams on Tyler Perry's For Better or Worse. He now focuses 
on bring quality music to fans across the world. (Sound Cloud)

Neil Patrick Harris- Steve (voice)
Neil Patrick Harris is a Tony and Emmy Award–winning stage and 
screen performer, famous for his roles as Barney Stinson in the 
popular CBS sitcom How I Met Your Mother and as the iconic and 
beloved Doogie Howser, MD. He’s been in many movies, hosted the 
Tonys, the Emmys, and the Oscars, performed in several Broadway 
shows, and enjoys the Twitter (follow him at @actuallyNPH). Oh, and 
he is an accomplished amateur magician on the side. And the father 
of twins. And he’s Dr. Horrible. (Penguin Random House)



Benjamin Bratt -Manny (voice)
...Actor Benjamin Bratt came to prominence during the 1990s with 
his Emmy-nominated work on the perennial procedural, "Law & 
Order" (NBC, 1990-2010), where he spent four seasons as 
homicide detective Reynaldo Curtis. Prior to that role, Bratt had a 
number of supporting parts in movies like "Demolition Man" (1993), 
"Clear and Present Danger" (1994) and "The River Wild" (1994). In 
addition to his television fame, Bratt found himself a tabloid fixture 
when he began dating "America's Sweetheart" Julia Roberts, before 
the couple parted ways just shy of four years and after her 2001 
Oscar win, bringing the private actor much dreaded headlines. After 
leaving "Law & Order" in 1999, he had co-starring roles in a number 
of divergent films, playing the head of a Mexican drug cartel in 
"Traffic" (2000), the partner of a bumbling FBI agent in "Miss 
Congeniality" (2000), a streetwise poet in "Piñero" (2001) and a 
loyal brother-in-law in "The Woodsman" (2004). He made a return to 
television as the star of the short-lived military drama "E-
Ring" (2005-06), before returning to features for "The Great 
Raid" (2005) and "Love in the Time of Cholera" (2007). Bratt 
established himself as an actor of significant depth as the lead of 
the gritty serialized addiction drama, "The Cleaner" (A&E, 2008-09), 
and moved on to primetime soaps with a recurring-turned-regular 
role on the popular medical drama, "Private Practice" (ABC, 
2007-13). (Rotten Tomatoes) In the 2017 film "Coco," Bratt voiced 
Ernesto de la Cruz, the main antagonist who was a Mexican folk 
legend and main character Miguel's idol. Bratt sings "Remember 
Me," a popular song in the film that is sung by many other 
characters throughout. "Remember Me" won Best Original Song at 
the 2018 Academy Awards; "Coco" won Best Animated Feature. 

Al Roker
Al Roker is an institution. As the weatherman on NBC’s TODAY 
Show and co-anchor of the 3rd Hour of TODAY, Al has enjoyed the 
undivided attention of the nation – over 30 million viewers per week 
– every weekday morning as America prepares for school and
work.Spanning more than 40 years on TV and 14 Emmy awards, Al
conducts interviews with celebrities and newsmakers around the
world and does a wide variety of segments on every imaginable
subject. Al also co-anchors the popular 3rd Hour of Today,
presenting lifestyle segments that touch all Americans. The recent
#OverHeardOn3rd segments have become immensely popular
during the coronavirus pandemic. Ever active, Al hosts  ROKER’S
ROLL CALL on the 3rd Hour of Today’s Instagram page, LIVE every
Thursday (usually). These live streamed interviews are a
spontaneous and rollicking gabfest of Hollywood insider gossip with
noted celebrities including Ellie Kemper, Debbie Allen, David
Koechner, tWitch, Allison Holker, Kerry-Anne Perkins and more. In
addition, he also serves up COLD CUTS with Al Roker on



Today.com and YouTube, where he talks turkey (literally) with a 
bevvy of guest stars including Lance Bass, Giada De Laurentiis, 
Cheech & Chong, Hoda Kotb, and Sean Evans and more. Every 
Tuesday, you can also catch Al co-hosting Off The Rails with 
Sheinelle Jones and Dylan Dreyer on Today Show Radio on 
SiriusXM (channel 108).  Finally, after a triumph run on Broadway 
in 2018 appearing in the hit show Waitress: The Hit Broadway 
Musical, Al reprised his role to rave reviews in November 2019. 
He is literally giving Howard Stern a run as King Of All Media!

Al is also an award-winning television producer and CEO of Al 
Roker Entertainment, Inc. (ARE). For the past 26 years (!) ARE 
has produced numerous TV programs for network, cable, digital, 
and streaming channels. Notably, Al was the Executive Producer 
of the award-winning Coast Guard TV Series (Coast Guard 
Alaska, Coast Guard Florida, Coast Guard Cape Disappointment) 
for The Weather Channel, now currently airing on Pluto TV. Not 
only will you find an Al Roker-produced TV show on your favorite 
channel, Al Roker Entertainment also produces trusted video 
content, commercials, and branded entertainment for a wide array 
of sponsors and non-profits. Al is also a prolific author with twelve 
acclaimed books to his credit – from cookbooks to true life 
historical narratives. Learn about Al’s books here. His mystery 
novel, “The Morning Show Murders” (part of a 3-book mystery 
trilogy) is now a Hallmark Channel TV movie starring Holly 
Robinson Peete and Rick Fox. In April 2019, three new movies in 
the Morning Show Mysteries series debuted on Hallmark with two 
more currently in production for 2020. Al’s 13th and latest book, 
“You Look So Much Better In Person – True Stories Of Absurdity 
and Success” is out now. This latest tome is a humorous and 
highly personal collection of essays based on lessons for living a 
happy life and achieving success through the power of saying 
“yes!” As an avid social media contributor, Al regularly tweets on 
Twitter @AlRoker, shares photos from his travels (and his 
amazing cooking) on Instagram, and talks with his audience on 
Facebook. He also has a book page on Facebook for fans of his 
writing. Al lives in New York City with his wife, ABC News 
correspondent Deborah Roberts, and has three kids. (Al Roker 
Entertainment)



 TRIVIA

• The film is based on the best selling children's book of the same name.

• Bill Hader (Flint), Andy Samberg (Baby Brent), and Will Forte (Joe Towne) 
were all cast members of "Saturday Night Live" (1975) together for several 
seasons before this film.

• Benjamin Bratt's first time voice acting in a theatrically released animated 
film. Later he'd go onto voice El Macho/Eduardo Perez in "Despicable Me 
2" (2013) and Ernesto de la Cruz in "Coco" (2017).

• Sony Animation's last film of the 2000s and the last film of Sony Animation's 
before Columbia Pictures officially bought it in 2010.

• Steve is a Vervet monkey.

• This was the first Columbia Pictures and Sony Pictures Animation film to 
have an altered logo sequence. When the Columbia Pictures logo appears, 
a banana hits the Torch Lady and knocks her out of the image. During the 
Sony Pictures Animation logo sequence, dark clouds uncover the end of the 
logo.

• According to the director's commentary on the DVD, Earl was going to be a 
gym teacher and part-time cop. His profession was changed to a full-time 
cop only, but they kept the gym teacher's short shorts on him.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Would you like it if food fell from the sky for breakfast, lunch, and dinner? Why?

2. Do you think it is good that the townspeople have all this extra food? Would they 
ever have to worry about being hungry?

3. Can you think of some other ways that having food fall from the sky would be 
good?

4. Can you think of a time when you didn’t get the food you wanted or didn’t like the 
food you got?

5. How do you think the townspeople feel about not being able to choose what food 
comes from the sky?

6. Would you want the safety of always having enough food or the option to choose 
when you want to eat certain foods? Why?

7. Is it better to choose what kinds of things you have if it means that you might not 
have enough of it (like food, toys, etc.)? Why?

8. Would you rather always be safe or have the freedom to do things that you want? 
Why?

9. Would you want everyone to be able to say what they want? Or would you rather 
them not be able to say whatever they want to protect other people’s feelings?



CRITICAL ACCLAIM

"Eye-popping and mouth-watering in one, Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 
spins a 30-page children's book into a 90-minute all-you-can-laugh buffet." 
- Variety

"Now a 3D animated film, adapted to the screen by Phil Lord and Chris Miller, 
Cloudy looks to work similar magic on a new generation." - Slant Magazine

"Writer-directors Phil Lord and Christopher Miller, whose television credits 
include CBS' How I Met Your Mother, pack each scene with jokes big and 
small, and the voice cast shines..." - Newsday

"This is a sweet morsel that's good for your health. Fight the power and tuck 
in." - London Evening Standard

"Hungry for some good old family-friendly entertainment? Cloudy With a 
Chance of Meatballs should fit the bill of fare." - Toronto Star



ACTIVITIES

















Film Vocabulary
Actor/Actress A person who plays the role of a character in a movie. 
Action A term called out by the director to start filming. (“Action!”) 
Action Film A fast-paced adventure movie. 
Agent A person responsible for the business of an actor or artist. 
Animated Film A movie made by a series of picture 

drawings or computer graphics. 
Behind the Scenes The work done off-camera while making a film. 
Bird’s Eye View A camera shot from above as a bird would see flying over. 
Boom Microphone A microphone placed on an extendable rod. 
Boom Operator A member of the sound crew who works the boom microphone. 
Best Boy A person responsible for operation and equipment 

in the lighting or grip departments. 
Blockbuster A movie that is a major success. 
Camera A device for recording images. 
Camera Crew A group of workers that operate the cameras. 
Camera Angle The point of view from the camera. 
Cameo A small part played by a famous person as a guest appearance. 
Cast All the actors that are in a movie. 
Casting The process of choosing actors for a movie. 
Cinematographer The person in charge of the photography and camera work . 
Clapboard A small board that shows the information of the 

movie. It is “clapped” to start the take. 
Clip A brief segment from a movie. 
Close-up Shot A zoomed in shot that shows a person or item that fills the screen. 
Comedy A funny movie. 
Costume Designer A person who designs the costumes for a movie. 
Crane A large machine that lifts the camera high off the ground. 
Credits A list of all the people who helped make the movie. 
Critic A person who writes reviews of films. 
Cut A term used by the director to stop filming. (“Cut!”) 
Digital Camera 
Profile (DCP) 

A collection of digital files used to store and convey digital 
cinema (DC) audio, image, and data streams.

Director The leading artist on a movie set, in charge of making the film. 
Documentary Film A movie that shows real events and follows actual people. 
Dolly A wheeled support for the camera. 
Double An actor who stands in for another actor during special scenes. 
Drama A movie with an exciting, emotional, or unexpected storyline. 

Editing Choosing, arranging, and fixing clips to create a scene. 



The The processprocess  of makingof making  a a movie movie fromfrom  anan  initial ideainitial idea  
  editing.editing.  

AA  ccamera amera shot fromshot from  far away,far away,  usuallyusually  showingshowing  ththe e charactercharacter  
as as very smallvery small  inin  comparisoncomparison  toto  theirtheir  surroundings.surroundings.  

Someone Someone who who adaptsadapts  a a musicalmusical  compositioncomposition  forfor  
voicesvoices  and and instrumentsinstruments  toto  aa  movie.movie.  
AA  moviemovie  whewhere re singingsinging  andand  dancingdancing  isis  usedused  asas  a a mainmain  
formform  of of communication.communication.  

EditorEditor  A person in charge of editing.A person in charge of editing.  
ExtraExtra  AA  personperson  wwho ho appearsappears  inin  a a movimovie e usuusually aally as s partpart  ofof  aa  crowdcrowd  oror  

inin  the backgroundthe background  ofof  aa  scene.scene.  
Fast MotionFast Motion  AA  shot in ashot in a  movimovie e thatthat  appearsappears  to to movemove  muchmuch  fasterfaster  thanthan  

other shots.other shots.  

Film FestivalFilm Festival  An An event event where where multiple multiple filmfilms s are are viewed viewed and and often often prempremiere iere forfor  thethe  
firfirsst t time.time.  SSomeome  filmfilm  festivalsfestivals  hahaveve  aa  consistentconsistent  themetheme  
throughout each film.throughout each film.  

FilmmakingFilmmaking  
through through scriptwriting,scriptwriting,  shooting,shooting,  directing,directing,  andand

FlashbackFlashback  A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.  
Foreign FilmForeign Film  AA  moviemovie  produproducedced  outsideoutside  thethe  US.US.  
FrameFrame  One of the many still imagesOne of the many still images which com which compose the completepose the complete  

moving picturmoving picturee
GenreGenre  A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, etc.etc.  
Green ScreenGreen Screen  AA  greengreen  background background thathatt  actorsactors  areare  filmedfilmed  inin  front of that allowsfront of that allows  

computer graphicscomputer graphics  to to be be addedadded  laterlater  tto o changchange e thethe  background.background.  
Hair StylistHair Stylist  

A person responsible for maintaining acA person responsible for maintaining actors’ hairstyles during filming.tors’ hairstyles during filming.  

HighHigh-Angle -Angle ShotShot  A camera angle that lookA camera angle that looks down on a chars down on a character.acter.  
Independent FilmIndependent Film  A movie producA movie produced by a smaller studio.ed by a smaller studio.  
HorrorHorror  A scary movie.A scary movie.  
LightLightinging  ArArtifictificial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.ial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.  
LightLighting Crewing Crew  A group of technicA group of technicians who install and operate lighting.ians who install and operate lighting.  
LongLong-Sho-Shott  

LowLow-Ang-Anglele  ShotShot  A camera shot that looks up at a character.A camera shot that looks up at a character.  
MMakeake-up -up ArtistArtist  AA  personperson  inin  charge charge of actors’of actors’  makemake-up.-up.  
MovieMovie  A series of sA series of s rtill or moving images captured by a cametill or moving images captured by a camera.a. 
Music ArrangerMusic Arranger  

MusicalMusical  

PremierePremiere  

PropProp  Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.  
PyrotechnicianPyrotechnician  A member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosA member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosions.ions.  
ReelReel  AA  metalmetal  spoolspool  that holdsthat holds  film.film.  

.The first official showing of a movieThe first official showing of a movie.  

Producer A person responsible for the financial and managerial aspects of making 
of a movie.



Scene A series of shots used in a movie. 
Screenplay A script written to be produced as a movie. 

Sci-Fi A movie based on an imagined future, usually relating to scientific or 
technological advances. 

Script The written text of a play, movie, or broadcast. 
Sequel A movie that is a continuation of the story of a previous movie 
Setting The time and space in which a story takes place. 
Set Designer The person responsible for turning the idea of the movie’s 

environment into a set that can be used for filming. 
Slow Motion A shot in a movie that appears to move much slower than the rest 

of the shots. 
Sound Effects Audio added by the sound crew after filming. 

Soundtrack The collection of songs played throughout the movie. 

Spaghetti Western A western filmed in Italy, often with American leading actors. 

Special Effects An artificial effect used to create an illusion in a movie. 

Spoof A comedy movie that humorously mimics another movie/ 

Star A famous actor or actress. 

Steadicam A device that keeps a camera steady and makes the 
shot look smoother. 

Storyboard Pictures created to show the ideas of a scene or movie. 

Studio A company that produces films. 
Stunt A dangerous action performed in a movie. 

Stuntman A performer who fills in for actors during dangerous scenes. 

Take One version of a specific shot in a movie. 

Talkie An early term for a film with sound and recorded voices. 

Trailer A short preview for a movie. 

Trainer A person who works with animals to perform various behaviors in movie. 

Voice-Over Artist A person hired to do the voices for animated characters. 

Wacom Cintiq A device that allows a user to draw images on a tablet screen that are 
digitized into a computer, like electronic pen and paper. 



Western A movie about cowboys, usually set in western North America. 

Wrap A phrase used by the director when finished shooting. (“That’s a wrap!”) 

Writer A term for someone who creates written work for a film. 

Zoom Shot A shot that magnifies an object’s size. 
3-D Film A movie that uses technology to make it seem as though 

you are watching it with three dimensions. 



Visualizing Film Vocabulary 

Clay Sculptures Avars (Hinges) Colorscripts 

Script Voice Actors 
Lighting Technical 

Designer 

Stimulation Department 
Storyboards Virtual Camera 



Visualizing Film Vocabulary

Reel Script Low Angle Shot

Boom Microphone 
and Operator Dolly Wacom Cintiq 

Clapboard Steadicam Storyboard 

Camera Crew Director Film Festival 
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