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FILM OVERVIEW
Happy Feet

PG |/ 108 min / Animation, Adventure, Comedy / November 17, 2006

Warner Bros. / Village Roadshow Pictures / Kennedy Miller Productions / Animal Logic /  
Kingdom Feature Productions / Village Roadshow Pictures 

Into the world of the Emperor Penguins, who find their soul mates through song, a penguin is 
born who cannot sing. But he can tap dance something fierce!

Voice Actors:
Carlos Alazraqui- Nestor (voice)
Lombardo Boyar- Raul (voice)
Jeffrey Garcia- Rinaldo (voice) (as Jeff Garcia) 
Johnny A. Sanchez- Lombardo (voice) Robin 
Williams- Ramon / Lovelace (voice) Elijah 
Wood- Mumble (voice)
Brittany Murphy- Gloria (voice)
Hugh Jackman- Memphis (voice)
Nicole Kidman- Norma Jean (voice)
Hugo Weaving- Noah the Elder (voice)

Directed by:
George Miller

Co-Directed by:
Warren Coleman
Judy Morris

Written by: 
George Miller
John Collee
Judy Morris
Warren Coleman



THE MAKING OF 
HAPPY FEET
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BRINGING HAPPY FEET TO THE SCREEN
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...Years ago, "Happy Feet" was just a gleam in the eye of Australian filmmaker 
George Miller, who produced both "Babe" films and directed 1998's "Babe: Pig in 
the City." Miller, whose other claim to fame was the "Mad Max" series, is a genial, 
sweet-tempered soul with wild curly hair and owlish black-rimmed glasses. (He 
started his career as a doctor.) Miller's foot-tapping, CG-animated musical 
"Happy Feet," about singing and dancing Emperor penguins, finally reaches 
theaters Nov. 17. The seemingly simple and satisfying hero's journey was 
actually devilishly tough to create and expensive to produce, at a cost of nearly 
$100 million. 

Miller studied the structure and interplay of camera, character and music in 
classic film musicals as well as such darkly moral Disney classics as "Pinocchio" 
and "Dumbo" as he crafted a story that combines family dysfunction, romance, 
dazzling vistas, dangerous action, musical numbers and global environmental 
politics. "It's a film with a lot of singing and dancing rather than a classic musical," 
Miller says. "You're trying to layer, weave and shape the story so that it looks self-
evident, clear and simple, but that belies a complex architecture. It's a Rubik's 
cube. All stories worth their weight, that have impact and endure, must have more 
to them than meets the eye."



Back in 2001, Miller was meeting with Alan Horn, Warner Bros. president and 
chief operating officer, when his producer, Doug Mitchell, impulsively whipped 
out the "Happy Feet" screenplay and asked Horn to read it while the filmmakers 
flew back to Sydney. Miller didn't want Horn to read such an early draft. But by 
the time they landed, Warners wanted to fund their little Antarctica movie about 
an outsider Emperor penguin who couldn't sing like the rest of his tribe but was 
compelled to dance.

But first, Miller had to shoot the fourth "Mad Max" film, "Fury Road," in Africa with 
Mel Gibson. He was two months away from principal photography in 2003 when 
the war in Iraq began and the value of the American dollar against the Australian 
dollar plunged. Suddenly, Miller couldn't ship his equipment to Africa. "Fury 
Road" was scuttled. Horn promptly ordered Miller to get moving on his Emperor 
penguins movie. The director was fascinated by the amazing landscape of 
Antarctica and the way of life of the penguin community, massing in the 
thousands to endure the frigid Antarctic winters and keep their eggs warm. It was 
the same drama that turned Luc Jacquet's documentary "March of the Penguins" 
into a 2005 sleeper hit. When Warner Independent Pictures acquired "March" 
early last year, Horn called Miller to make sure he was OK with it. Miller figures it 
only served to prove that his subject was inherently commercial. Unlike most 
tentpoles, his movie isn't a sequel to anything. It's original. "If they'd been singing 
and dancing," he says, "I'd be upset."
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"Happy Feet," which Miller wrote with old collaborators and co-directors Judy 
Morris and Warren Coleman and new scribe John Collee, didn't start out as a 
musical at all. "When I realized that penguins were all attracted by each 
individual song," Miller says, "it became a musical." Miller originally conceived 
the project as a blend of live-action and animation a la the "Babe" movies. But 
after his frequent cinematographer Andrew Lesnie tipped him off to what Peter 
Jackson was doing over in New Zealand at Weta Digital with motion-capture 
technology and the first "The Lord of the Rings" film, Miller visited Weta, saw 
Gollum and realized his problems were solved. "You can't train penguins to 
dance or sing, unlike pigs, which are domesticated animals," he says. "The 
moment I saw motion capture I said, 'I can get my dancing penguins.' "

It was up to Miller's 27-year-old company, Kennedy Miller Prods., to create an 
animation studio from scratch. In 2001, computer animation was nowhere near 
what it is today. It took years of sweat, tears and R&D to form such complex 
operations as Pixar or Chris Wedge's Blue Sky ("Ice Age," "Robots"). It took 
Kennedy Miller more than two years to build the infrastructure, hardware, 
software, pipeline and data-processing capacity. And with the glut of animated 
movies going into production, competition was fierce for top-tier animation 
talent. Miller and Mitchell, working closely with CEO Zareh Nalbandian, 
painstakingly built the FX house Animal Logic into an CG animation studio. 
"The first two years were hard," Miller says. "We didn't evolve through making 
shorts. We had a standing start. We had no campus. We were figuring out how 
to do it. Inventing the culture."
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But slowly, the technology improved as they went. At first the movie was simpler 
and more stylized; Miller kept to wide shots because he wasn't sure that a 
character like his fuzzy lead penguin, Mumble, with 6 million feathers, could 
stand up to the detail of an extreme close-up. But the movie got more and more 
sophisticated and realistic as the technology advanced, and eventually close-ups 
were doable. "Our ambition expanded," Miller says. Miller worked with his global 
hodgepodge of animators, whose average age was 26, as though they were his 
actors, responding to what they gave him. At first they had a tendency to do low-
rent imitations of DreamWorks or Pixar films, but "we had to push it technically," 
he says. "This was like Olympics diving: the highest degree of difficulty. Once we 
got it going, it was wonderful." By the time they got to the film's frenetic final 
months, "they were doing magnificent stuff at an amazing rate," he says. 

It helped that Miller landed such a fine voice cast, led by fellow Aussies Nicole 
Kidman -- who had acted in several Kennedy Miller productions, including "Dead 
Calm" -- Hugh Jackman and Hugo Weaving, plus Americans Elijah Wood, Robin 
Williams and Brittany Murphy. Miller flew to New York and Los Angeles to grab 
taping sessions, putting as many actors together in a room as he could. Williams 
riffed and effortlessly played two parts in the same scene. Sadly, popular 
Australian naturalist Steve Irwin completed the taping of his role as an elephant 
seal just a month before his untimely death in September. Miller dedicates the 
film to Irwin and the late Australian playwright Nick Enright, who wrote "Lorenzo's 
Oil." For the elaborate dance sequences, Animal Logic and choreographers 
Savion Glover and Kelley Abbey turned into mathematicians as they devised a 
huge repeating grid of individually dancing penguins. Every time they showed 
Miller what they could do, he'd tell them to add a few more thousand. "I can't sing 
or dance," Miller says, "but luckily enough we had a lot of people who could."
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Ace percussionist Glover, covered with white dots, tap-danced on a wooden 
soundstage, surrounded by infra-red motion capture cameras. Microphones under 
the floor recorded his flurries of taps. Technology turned those sounds into taps 
on slushy snow or hard ice. And computers enabled Miller to watch Glover and as 
many as 15 other dancers' moves on a monitor, instantly transformed into their 
animated penguin characters dancing in Antarctica, complete with shadows. The 
animators and the choreographers could watch what they were doing and make 
adjustments.

Amazingly, Miller was able to land all the iconic music he wanted, from Queen's 
"Someone to Love" to Elvis Presley's "Heartbreak Hotel." The exhilarating 
underwater penguin ballet is accompanied by the Beach Boys. Prince not only 
gave the project "Kiss," but after he saw the film, offered a new song for the 
closing credits. "The music had to be disparate and ethnically eclectic, with 
rhythms and dramatic structure that fitted the contours of the story I was trying to 
tell," Miller says. "The songs and dance must tell the story and push the 
narrative." (The Hollywood Reporter)
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MEET DIRECTOR & CO-WRITER 
GEORGE MILLER

George Miller is an Australian film director, screenwriter, producer, and former 
medical doctor.  Miller pursued his filmmaking passion while studying medicine at 
the University of New South Wales and throughout his medical career, when he 
eventually developed the story that became Mad Max. The Mad Max franchise is 
the work that has earned Miller the most notoriety. Films in the franchise “The Road 
Warrior” (1981) and “Mad Max: Fury Road” (2015) are hailed as amongst the 
greatest action films of all time. Aside from the Mad Max films, Miller has been 
involved in a wide range of projects. These include “The Witches of 
Eastwick” (1987), a break from action, and the Academy Award-winning 
“Babe” (1995) and its sequel. He also directed the animated feature “Happy 
Feet” (2006) and its less successful feature “Happy Feet Two” (2011). Miller is co-
founder of the production houses Kennedy Miller Mitchell, formerly known as 
Kennedy Miller, and Dr. D Studios. His younger brother Bill Miller and Doug Mitchell 
have been producers on almost all the films in Miller's later career, since the death 
of his original producing partner Byron Kennedy. In 2006, Miller won the Academy 
Award for Best Animated Feature for “Happy Feet” (2006). He has been nominated 
for five other Academy Awards: Best Original Screenplay in 1992 for “Lorenzo's 
Oil” (1992), Best Picture and Best Adapted Screenplay in 1995 for “Babe” (1995), 
and Best Picture and Best Director for “Mad Max: Fury Road” (2015).

10



Collee was born in 1955 and grew up in Edinburgh, 
Scotland and in India. He studied medicine at the 
University of Edinburgh and began practising 
medicine in Cambridge, Bath, and Bristol. In his 
third year of practice, he wrote the medical thriller 
novel “Kingsley's Touch,” published in 1984. Collee 
subsequently worked in emergency medicine. He 
then wrote a second novel titled “A Paper Mask,” 
which was published in 1987. Collee wrote the 
screenplay for the adaptation of his own novel for 
director Christopher Morahan, who released the film 
“Paper Mask” in 1990. With income from 
screenwriting, Collee wrote his third novel “The 
Rig,” published in 1991. Around the same time, 
Collee became a weekly columnist for The 
Observer for about six years writing about travel, 
science and medicine. He worked in London for a 
short time before moving to Sydney, Australia in 
1996 to meet Australian directors like Peter Weir 
and George Miller. For Weir, Collee wrote the 
screenplay for “Master and Commander: The Far 
Side of the World” (2003), and for Miller, he wrote 
“Happy Feet” (2006). He wrote an unused script for 
a Tarzan film for Warner Bros. He has also written 
for radio, for example Brogue Male with Paul B. 
Davies. John Collee is one of four co-founders of 
the Australian production company Hopscotch 
Features. He is also a board member of the 
Australian branch of climate activist group 350.org.

MEET CO-SCREENWRITER
 JOHN COLLEE
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Judy Morris is an Australian character actress, as 
well as a film director and screenwriter. Morris’s first 
television roles came at the age of 10 appearing on 
the Loretta Young Show, and at the age of 13, on 
The Chevy Mystery Show hosted on that occasion 
by Vincent Price. Returning to Australia, Morris's 
next role was not to come until she reached the age 
of 20 when, in 1967, she worked in the ABC 
television series, Bellbird. She was cast in 
numerous television series, including “Division 
4” (1975), and “Matlock Police” (1975) and 
“Homicide” (1974). In 1970, she starred in the short 
film “3 to Go.” For her part in “Alvin Purple” (1976), 
Morris won the 1973 Australian Film Industry (AFI) 
Best Actress in a Lead Role. Morris then played the 
part of "Sam" in the 1978 movie “In Search of 
Anna,” before receiving top billing in the 1979 black 
comedy “The Plumber” (1979). The 1980s brought 
further success. She starred in “Maybe This 
Time” (1980), “Strata” (1983), “Phar Lap” (1983), 
and “Bangkok Hilton” (1989). In 1986 Morris starred 
in the miniseries “The Last Frontier.” During and 
after this work she also played in the “Mother and 
Son” series that ran from 1984 to 1994. She also 
starred as an American photographer in 
“Razorback” (1984). Following this, she was cast in 
the “Spellbinder” (1995) television series. In 1996, 
she voiced an animated tv show called “Crocadoo.” 
Morris wrote and directed the comedy “Luigi's 
Ladies” in 1989. Later she teamed up with George 
Miller and Dick King-Smith to write “Babe: Pig in the 
City” in 1998, an episode of “Dinotopia” in 2002 and 
then most recently co-wrote the story to the film 
“Happy Feet” (2006) along with Warren Coleman, 
John Collee, and once again, George Miller. “Happy 
Feet” (2006) was the first Australian animated film 
to win the Academy Award for Best Animated 
Feature, and for her part in writing it Morris was 
nominated for an Annie Award. She later wrote the 
screenplay for Fred Schepisi's 2011 film, “The Eye 
of the Storm,” based on the novel of the same title.

MEET CO-SCREENWRITER
 JUDY MORRIS
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John Powell is an English Composer best known for his scores to motion 
pictures. He has been based in Los Angeles since 1997 and has composed the 
scores to over fifty feature films. He is particularly known for his scores for 
animated films, including “Antz”(1998), “Chicken Run” (2000), “Shrek”(2001) (all 
three co-composed with Harry Gregson-Williams), “Robots”(2005), “Happy 
Feet”(2006) (and its sequel), three “Ice Age” sequels, “Rio”(2011), “Rio 2”(2014) 
and the “How to Train Your Dragon “ film series (2019), for which he was 
nominated for an Academy Award for the first film. 

He has also scored many live-action films, of which his collaborations with 
directors Doug Liman and Paul Greengrass are perhaps the best known. These 
include the first three and the fifth Bourne films, “United 93”(2006), and “Green 
Zone”(2010). Powell was a member of Hans Zimmer's music studio, Remote 
Control Productions, and has collaborated frequently with other composers from 
the studio, including Harry Gregson-Williams and Zimmer himself.  Powell was 
originally trained as a violinist as a child, and played the viola as well, before 
studying at London's Trinity College of Music. He later ventured into jazz and 
rock music, playing in a soul band called the Faboulistics. On leaving college, he 
composed music for commercials, which led to a job as an assistant to the 
composer Patrick Doyle on several film productions, including “Much Ado About 
Nothing” (1993).

ABOUT COMPOSER JOHN POWELL
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Film Vocabulary
Actor/Actress A person who plays the role of a character in a movie. 
Action A term called out by the director to start filming. (“Action!”) 
Action Film A fast-paced adventure movie. 
Agent A person responsible for the business of an actor or artist. 
Animated Film A movie made by a series of picture 

drawings or computer graphics. 
Behind the Scenes The work done off-camera while making a film. 
Bird’s Eye View A camera shot from above as a bird would see flying over. 
Boom Microphone A microphone placed on an extendable rod. 
Boom Operator A member of the sound crew who works the boom microphone. 
Best Boy A person responsible for operation and equipment 

in the lighting or grip departments. 
Blockbuster A movie that is a major success. 
Camera A device for recording images. 
Camera Crew A group of workers that operate the cameras. 
Camera Angle The point of view from the camera. 
Cameo A small part played by a famous person as a guest appearance. 
Cast All the actors that are in a movie. 
Casting The process of choosing actors for a movie. 
Cinematographer The person in charge of the photography and camera work . 
Clapboard A small board that shows the information of the 

movie. It is “clapped” to start the take. 
Clip A brief segment from a movie. 
Close-up Shot A zoomed in shot that shows a person or item that fills the screen. 
Comedy A funny movie. 
Costume Designer A person who designs the costumes for a movie. 
Crane A large machine that lifts the camera high off the ground. 
Credits A list of all the people who helped make the movie. 
Critic A person who writes reviews of films. 
Cut A term used by the director to stop filming. (“Cut!”) 
Digital Camera 
Profile (DCP) 

A collection of digital files used to store and convey digital 
cinema (DC) audio, image, and data streams.

Director The leading artist on a movie set, in charge of making the film. 
Documentary Film A movie that shows real events and follows actual people. 
Dolly A wheeled support for the camera. 
Double An actor who stands in for another actor during special scenes. 
Drama A movie with an exciting, emotional, or unexpected storyline. 

Editing Choosing, arranging, and fixing clips to create a scene. 
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The The processprocess  of makingof making  a a movie movie fromfrom  anan  initial ideainitial idea  
  editing.editing.  

AA  ccamera amera shot fromshot from  far away,far away,  usuallyusually  showingshowing  ththe e charactercharacter  
as as very smallvery small  inin  comparisoncomparison  toto  theirtheir  surroundings.surroundings.  

Someone Someone who who adaptsadapts  a a musicalmusical  compositioncomposition  forfor  
voicesvoices  and and instrumentsinstruments  toto  aa  movie.movie.  
AA  moviemovie  whewhere re singingsinging  andand  dancingdancing  isis  usedused  asas  a a mainmain  
formform  of of communication.communication.  

EditorEditor  A person in charge of editing.A person in charge of editing.  
ExtraExtra  AA  personperson  wwho ho appearsappears  inin  a a movimovie e usuusually aally as s partpart  ofof  aa  crowdcrowd  oror  

inin  the backgroundthe background  ofof  aa  scene.scene.  
Fast MotionFast Motion  AA  shot in ashot in a  movimovie e thatthat  appearsappears  to to movemove  muchmuch  fasterfaster  thanthan  

other shots.other shots.  

Film FestivalFilm Festival  An An event event where where multiple multiple filmfilms s are are viewed viewed and and often often prempremiere iere forfor  thethe  
firfirsst t time.time.  SSomeome  filmfilm  festivalsfestivals  hahaveve  aa  consistentconsistent  themetheme  
throughout each film.throughout each film.  

FilmmakingFilmmaking  
through through scriptwriting,scriptwriting,  shooting,shooting,  directing,directing,  andand

FlashbackFlashback  A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.  
Foreign FilmForeign Film  AA  moviemovie  produproducedced  outsideoutside  thethe  US.US.  
FrameFrame  One of the many still imagesOne of the many still images which com which compose the completepose the complete  

moving picturmoving picturee
GenreGenre  A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, etc.etc.  
Green ScreenGreen Screen  AA  greengreen  background background thathatt  actorsactors  areare  filmedfilmed  inin  front of that allowsfront of that allows  

computer graphicscomputer graphics  to to be be addedadded  laterlater  tto o changchange e thethe  background.background.  
Hair StylistHair Stylist  

A person responsible for maintaining acA person responsible for maintaining actors’ hairstyles during filming.tors’ hairstyles during filming.  

HighHigh-Angle -Angle ShotShot  A camera angle that lookA camera angle that looks down on a chars down on a character.acter.  
Independent FilmIndependent Film  A movie producA movie produced by a smaller studio.ed by a smaller studio.  
HorrorHorror  A scary movie.A scary movie.  
LightLightinging  ArArtifictificial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.ial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.  
LightLighting Crewing Crew  A group of technicA group of technicians who install and operate lighting.ians who install and operate lighting.  
LongLong-Sho-Shott  

LowLow-Ang-Anglele  ShotShot  A camera shot that looks up at a character.A camera shot that looks up at a character.  
MMakeake-up -up ArtistArtist  AA  personperson  inin  charge charge of actors’of actors’  makemake-up.-up.  
MovieMovie  A series of sA series of s rtill or moving images captured by a cametill or moving images captured by a camera.a. 
Music ArrangerMusic Arranger  

MusicalMusical  

PremierePremiere  

PropProp  Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.  
PyrotechnicianPyrotechnician  A member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosA member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosions.ions.  
ReelReel  AA  metalmetal  spoolspool  that holdsthat holds  film.film.  

15

.The first official showing of a movieThe first official showing of a movie.  

Producer A person responsible for the financial and managerial aspects of making 
of a movie.



Scene A series of shots used in a movie. 
Screenplay A script written to be produced as a movie. 

Sci-Fi A movie based on an imagined future, usually relating to scientific or 
technological advances. 

Script The written text of a play, movie, or broadcast. 
Sequel A movie that is a continuation of the story of a previous movie 
Setting The time and space in which a story takes place. 
Set Designer The person responsible for turning the idea of the movie’s 

environment into a set that can be used for filming. 
Slow Motion A shot in a movie that appears to move much slower than the rest 

of the shots. 
Sound Effects Audio added by the sound crew after filming. 

Soundtrack The collection of songs played throughout the movie. 

Spaghetti Western A western filmed in Italy, often with American leading actors. 

Special Effects An artificial effect used to create an illusion in a movie. 

Spoof A comedy movie that humorously mimics another movie/ 

Star A famous actor or actress. 

Steadicam A device that keeps a camera steady and makes the 
shot look smoother. 

Storyboard Pictures created to show the ideas of a scene or movie. 

Studio A company that produces films. 
Stunt A dangerous action performed in a movie. 

Stuntman A performer who fills in for actors during dangerous scenes. 

Take One version of a specific shot in a movie. 

Talkie An early term for a film with sound and recorded voices. 

Trailer A short preview for a movie. 

Trainer A person who works with animals to perform various behaviors in movie. 

Voice-Over Artist A person hired to do the voices for animated characters. 

Wacom Cintiq A device that allows a user to draw images on a tablet screen that are 
digitized into a computer, like electronic pen and paper. 
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Western A movie about cowboys, usually set in western North America. 

Wrap A phrase used by the director when finished shooting. (“That’s a wrap!”) 

Writer A term for someone who creates written work for a film. 

Zoom Shot A shot that magnifies an object’s size. 
3-D Film A movie that uses technology to make it seem as though 

you are watching it with three dimensions. 
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Visualizing Film Vocabulary

Reel Script Low Angle Shot

Boom Microphone 
and Operator Dolly Wacom Cintiq 

Clapboard Steadicam Storyboard 

Camera Crew Director Film Festival 
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Visualizing Film Vocabulary 

Clay Sculptures Avars (Hinges) Colorscripts 

Script Voice Actors 
Lighting Technical 

Designer 

Stimulation Department 
Storyboards Virtual Camera 
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Erik
Erik is the son of Mumble and Gloria, the grandson of 
Memphis, Norma Jean, Maurice and Michelle and is best 
friends with Boadicea and Atticus. 

20

Lovelace
Lovelace (formerly known as Guru) is a rockhopper penguin who 
has a high social status due to the amount of Lovestones in his 
pile. He is Mumble's best friend. He is also Sven's sidekick, 
partner in-crime, best friend and assistant. Lovelace is silly, loud, 
happy-go-lucky, comical, kind, reckless, goofy, fun-loving, fast-
talking, wise, laid-back, and cool.

Mumblee
Mumble is a male emperor penguin who is the son of Memphis 
and Norma Jean, the husband of Gloria, and the father of Erik. 
He is unique in that he is the only emperor penguin to not have 
a heart song, and the first to be able to tap dance.



Memphis
Memphis is the husband of Norma Jean, the father of 
Mumble, the grandfather of Erik, and the friend of Maurice. 
His heartsong is "Heartbreak Hotel" by Elvis Presley.

Gloria
Gloria is a female emperor penguin who is known as one of 
the best female singers. She is the daughter of Maurice and 
Michelle, the wife of Mumble, and the mother of Erik. Her 
heartsong is "Boogie Wonderland" by Earth, Wind & Fire.

21

Ramón
Ramón is a male adélie penguin who is the leader of the group 
"The Amigos" and one of Mumble's best friends.



Voice Actor Biographies 

Robin Williams- Ramon / Lovelace (voice)
Robin Williams was born on July 21st, 1951, in Chicago, Illinois, a great-
great-grandson of Mississippi Governor and Senator, Anselm J. 
McLaurin. Robin briefly studied political science at Claremont Men's 
College and theater at College of Marin before enrolling at The Juilliard 
School to focus on theater. After leaving Juilliard, he performed in 
nightclubs where he was discovered for the role of "Mork, from Ork", in an 
episode of “Happy Days” (1974). The episode, “Happy Days: My Favorite 
Orkan” (1978), led to his famous spin-off weekly TV series, “Mork & 
Mindy” (1978). He made his feature-starring debut playing the title role in 
“Popeye” (1980), directed by Robert Altman. Williams' continuous 
comedies and wild comic talents involved a great deal of improvisation, 
following in the footsteps of his idol Jonathan Winters. Williams also 
proved to be an effective dramatic actor, receiving Academy Award 
nominations for Best Actor in a Leading Role in “Good Morning, 
Vietnam” (1987), “Dead Poets Society” (1989), and “The Fisher 
King” (1991), before winning the Academy Award for Best Actor in a 
Supporting Role in “Good Will Hunting” (1997). During the 1990s, 
Williams became a beloved hero to children the world over for his roles in 
a string of hit family-oriented films, including “Hook” (1991), “FernGully: 
The Last Rainforest” (1992), “Aladdin” (1992), “Mrs. Doubtfire” (1993), 
“Jumanji” (1995), “Flubber” (1997), and “Bicentennial Man” (1999). He 
continued entertaining children and families into the 21st century with his 
work in “Robots” (2005), “Happy Feet” (2006), “Night at the 
Museum” (2006), “Night at the Museum: Battle of the 
Smithsonian” (2009), “Happy Feet Two” (2011), and “Night at the 
Museum: Secret of the Tomb” (2014). Other more adult-oriented films for 
which Williams received acclaim include “The World According to 
Garp” (1982), “Moscow on the Hudson” (1984), “Awakenings” (1990), 
“The Birdcage” (1996), “Insomnia” (2002), “One Hour Photo” (2002), 
“World's Greatest Dad” (2009), and “Boulevard” (2014). Williams passed 
away in 2014.

Elijah Wood- Mumble (voice)
Elijah Wood is an American actor best known for portraying Frodo 
Baggins in Peter Jackson's blockbuster “Lord of the Rings” film trilogy. In 
addition to reprising the role in “The Hobbit” series, Wood also played 
Ryan in the FX television comedy “Wilfred” (2011) and voiced Beck in the 
Disney XD animated television series “TRON: Uprising” (2012). Born 
January 28, 1981, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Wood demonstrated a gift for 
performing at a young age which inspired his mother to take him to an 
International Modeling and Talent Association annual convention in Los 
Angeles. Soon after, he began to get bookings for small parts on 
television. Although his first credit was a small part in “Back to the Future 
Part II” (1989), Wood's first major film role was in the 'Barry Levinson'   

O'Hara can be seen on the Canadian television comedy series “Schitt's Creek” (2015). 
Her work in the series earned two Canadian Screen Awards for Best Lead Actress (2016 
and 2017). This year, O’Hara won the Emmy for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy 
Series for her role on “Schitt's Creek” (2020). 
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historical family drama “Avalon” (1990). Following that, Wood became an in-
demand child actor, appearing in a number of major films such as 
“Paradise” (1991), “Radio Flyer” (1992) and “The Good Son” (1993), in which 
he co-starred with “Macaulay Culkin.” This was followed by the first role for 
which he received top-billing, “North” (1994). Elijah was praised as the only 
good thing to come out of the film. In 1996 Elijah starred in a movie remake of 
an old TV show, “Flipper” (1996). Wood deftly transitioned into a versatile 
performer with roles such as the endlessly curious Mikey Carver in Ang Lee' 
ensemble film “The Ice Storm” (1997), as well as parts in popcorn flicks like 
“Deep Impact” (1998) and “The Faculty” (1998). Wood's work in Peter 
Jackson's film adaptations of J.R.R. Tolkien's “The Lord of the Rings: The 
Fellowship of the Ring” (2001), “The Lord of the Rings: The Two 
Towers” (2002), and “The Lord of the Rings: The Return of the King” (2003), 
provided a major boost to his career. The actor followed his work in the 
astronomically successful trilogy with a broad range of interesting screen roles 
and voice work, including a supporting role in Michel Gondry's “Eternal 
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind” (2004), as well as the part of a sinister mute 
sociopath in “Sin City” (2005). His voice work has been featured in such 
animated films as “Happy Feet” (2006) and “9” (2009), as well as on television 
series including “American Dad!” (2005) and “Robot Chicken” (2005). Wood 
also played Ad-Rock in the Beastie Boys' comedic video for “Beastie Boys: 
Fight for Your Right Revisited” (2011). His most recent projects include "Drunk 
History" in 2019, Star Wars Resistance (2018-2020) and most recently is in 
pre-production on "L.A. Rush" 

Brittany Murphy- Gloria (voice)
Brittany began receiving accolades in regional theater at the early age of 9. At 
the age of 13, she landed several national commercials. She appeared on 
television and caught the attention of a personal manager and an agent. The 
hopeful daughter and mother moved to Burbank, CA, where Brittany landed her 
first television role on "Blossom" (1990). Hearts and doors opened up for a 
starring role on "Drexell's Class" (1991), a short lived TV series. Brittany's big 
screen movie debut started with "Clueless" (1995), where she was co-starring 
with Alicia Silverstone. Britt soared, demonstrating her musical and artistic 
talents with dramatic and comedic roles landing a nomination for best leading 
female performance in the Young Artist Awards for her role in the television film 
"David and Lisa" (1998). She garnered tremendous attention for her role in 
"Girl, Interrupted" (1999) with Academy Award winner Angelina Jolie. Brittany's 
band, "Blessed Soul" was growing with her as lead singer and Britt lent her 
vocal talents to the TV hit, cartoon sensation, "King of the Hill" (1997) as the 
voice of Luanne. Murphy also appeared in “8 Mile” (2002), “Sin 
City” (2005) and "Uptown Girls" (2003). Murphy passed away in 2009.

Hugo Wallace Weaving- Noah the Elder (voice)
Hugo Wallace Weaving was born on April 4, 1960 in Nigeria, to English parents 
Anne and Wallace Weaving. During his early childhood, the Weaving family 
spent most of their time traveling between Nigeria, Great Britain, and Australia. 
Later, during his teens, Hugo spent three years in England in the seventies 
attending Queen Elizabeth's Hospital School in Bristol. There, he showed early 
promise in theater productions. He arrived permanently in Australia in 1976 and 
finished his education at Knox Grammar School, Sydney. He graduated from 
NIDA (National Institute of Dramatic Art)

23



a college well-known for other alumni such as Mel Gibson and Geoffrey Rush, 
in 1981. Since then, Hugo has had a steadily successful career in the film, 
television, and theater industries. However, he has illustrated that, as renowned 
as he is known for his film work, he feels most at home on stage and 
continually performs in Australian theater productions, usually with the Sydney 
Theater Company. He has won numerous awards, including two Australian 
Film Institute Awards (AFI) for Best Actor in a Leading Role and three total 
nominations. The AFI is the Australian equivalent of an Academy Award, and 
Hugo won for his performances in “Proof” (1991) and “The Interview” (1998). 
He was also nominated for his performance in “The Adventures of Priscilla, 
Queen of the Desert” (1994). He garnered the Best Acting prize for “The 
Interview” (1998) at the Montreal Film Festival in 1998 in addition to his AFI 
Award and, that same year, won the Australian Star of the Year. More recently, 
roles in films such as “The Matrix” trilogy as Agent Smith and “The Lord of the 
Rings” trilogy as Lord Elrond have considerably raised his international profile. 
His famous and irreplaceable role in “The Matrix” movies have made him one 
of the greatest sci-fi villains of the Twenty-first Century. Hi Most recent projects 
include "Patrick Melrose" (2018), "Hearts and Bones" (2019), Measure for 
Measure (2019/) and most recently "Lone Wolf" in 2021.

Hugh Jackman- Memphis (voice)
Hugh Michael Jackman is an Australian actor, singer, multi-instrumentalist, 
dancer and producer. Jackman has won international recognition for his roles in 
major films, notably as superhero, period, and romance characters. He is best 
known for his long-running role as Wolverine in the “X-Men” film series, as well 
as for his lead roles in the romantic-comedy fantasy “Kate & 
Leopold” (2001), the action-horror film “Van Helsing” (2004), the drama “The 
Prestige and The Fountain” (2006), the epic historical romantic drama 
“Australia” (2008), the film version of “Les Misérables” (2012), and the thriller 
“Prisoners” (2013). His work in “Les Misérables” earned him his first Academy 
Award nomination for Best Actor and his first Golden Globe Award for Best 
Actor - Motion Picture Musical or Comedy in 2013. In Broadway theatre, 
Jackman won a Tony Award for his role in “The Boy from Oz.” A four-time host 
of the Tony Awards themselves, he won an Emmy Award for one of these 
appearances. Jackman also hosted the 81st Academy Awards on 22 February 
2009. Jackman was born in Sydney, New South Wales, the youngest of five 
children. Jackman has a communications degree with a journalism major from 
the University of Technology Sydney. After graduating, he pursued drama at 
the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts, immediately after which 
he was offered a starring role in the ABC-TV prison drama “Correlli” (1995), 
opposite his future wife “Deborra-Lee Furness.” Several TV guest roles 
followed, as an actor and variety compere. An accomplished singer, Jackman 
has starred as Gaston in the Australian production of "Beauty and the Beast." 
He appeared as Joe Gillis in the Australian production of "Sunset Boulevard." 
In 1998, he was cast as Curly in the Royal National Theatre's production of 
Trevor Nunn's “Oklahoma.” Jackman has made two feature films, the second of 
which, “Erskineville Kings” (1999), garnered him an Australian Film Institute 
nomination for Best Actor in 1999. Recently, he appeared in “Logan” (2017) 
and as P.T. Barnum in the hit musical feature film “The Greatest 
Showman” (2017). His most recent works include "The Front Runner" (2018),  
"Missing Link" (2019) and  "Bad Education" (2019).
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Nicole Kidman - Norma Jean (voice)
Born Nicole Mary Kidman on June 20, 1967, in Honolulu, Hawaii, Nicole 
Kidman is one of Hollywood's most beautiful and well-regarded leading female 
stars. At age 4 she moved with her parents to Sydney, Australia. As a 
schoolgirl she attended a local theater group and, encouraged by director Jane 
Campion, made a notable film debut in "Bush Christmas" (1983). Kidman also 
met one of her best friends, actress Naomi Watts, around this time. The two 
were at an open call for a bathing-suit ad and later worked together on the 
1991 film "Flirting." Her U.S. breakthrough came with "Dead Calm" (1989), and 
success followed with "Billy Bathgate" (1991), "To Die For" (1995), "Practical 
Magic" (1998) and "Eyes Wide Shut" (1999)...She won a Golden Globe for her 
portrayal of a Parisian singer and courtesan in Baz Luhrmann's musical 
extravaganza "Moulin Rouge!"(2001). The following year, Kidman wowed 
critics and audiences alike with her performance in "The Hours "(2002), playing 
famed writer Virginia Woolf. She received several major honors for her work, 
including her first Academy Award as best actress...Kidman starred in the Civil 
War epic "Cold Mountain" (2003)...She took on less mainstream projects as 
well, working with director Lars von Trier on the starkly rendered "Dogville" 
(2004). Though more known for her dramatic work, Kidman tried her hand at 
comedy in "The Stepford Wives" (2004)...and "Bewitched" (2005)...In 2006 she 
lent her voice to the lighthearted animated film "Happy Feet," but also returned 
to a more serious role that year with her portrayal of legendary photographer 
Diane Arbus in "Fur." Reuniting with director Luhrmann, Kidman starred in the 
epic drama "Australia" (2008) with Jackman. She also appeared...in the 2009 
movie musical "Nine"...She co-starred with Aaron Eckhart in the 2010 
independent drama "Rabbit Hole," which brought her glowing reviews and a 
third Oscar nomination.

 In 2012, Kidman raised eyebrows for her unusual scenes in "The Paperboy" 
with Zac Efron and John Cusack. That year she also co-starred with Clive 
Owen in the HBO television film "Hemingway & Gellhorn"...she took the lead 
role in 2014's "Grace of Monaco"...Kidman also starred in two other 2014 films
—the mystery/drama "Before I Go to Sleep" and the children’s flick 
"Paddington." In 2015...She starred in the Australian film "Strangerland"...That 
same year, she also appeared...in Werner Herzog’s "Queen of the Desert." 
After co-starring with Jason Bateman in "The Family Fang"...Kidman next 
appeared in the remake "Secret in Their Eyes"...In 2016, Kidman delivered a 
moving performance as an Australian woman who adopts a lost Indian boy in 
"Lion," earning Golden Globe and Oscar nominations for her performance. The 
following year, the actress garnered more acclaim for her performance in the 
HBO series "Big Little Lies." Along with nabbing an Emmy for her role as 
Celeste Wright, she claimed a second award as a producer, and followed with 
a Golden Globe win for Best Performance by an Actress in a Limited Series or 
Motion Picture Made for Television. 2018 was a busy year for Kidman, who 
starred in "Destroyer"...and as Queen Atlanna in the superhero flick 
"Aquaman"...In June 2019, Kidman was back on the small screen with the 
season 2 debut of "Big Little Lies," alongside series newcomer Meryl Streep. 
(Biography.com) Her most recent works include "The Goldfinch" (2019), 
"Bombshell" (2019), "The Undoing" (2020) and "The Prom" (2020).
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Carlos Alazraqui- Nestor (voice)
Carlos Alazraqui is a well known television and film actor and one of 
LA’s top voiceover actors. With hundreds of credits to his name, he has 
also had a successful 25-year career in standup comedy. He is known 
as the face of Deputy James Garcia on Comedy Central’s hit show 
“Reno 911” and the movie by the same name. Television and film 
audiences have recently seen Carlos as Officer Alvarez in the CBS 
series “Kevin Can Wait,” Dr. Moncada on “Jane the Virgin” for CW, 
Sammy Tucker on “Bones” for FOX, and Detective Nash on Tru TV’s 
“Adam Ruins Everything.” Alazraqui has appeared in “New Rocko’s 
Modern Life” for Nickelodeon, “The New Adventures of Puss and Boots” 
for Dreamworks Animation' and Netflix, and voices Skylar for Disney’s 
“Elena of Avalor.” He also partnered with HBO to develop his own half 
hour series based on one of his own characters. Carlos is Executive 
Producer on a primetime animated series called “Let it Beard,” and “Fun 
Squad,” a live action series, with Tim Gibbons of “Curb Your 
Enthusiasm.” Additionally he is creator and Executive Producer with 
Ryan Seacrest/Endemol Shine on the series  “Uncommon Ground.” His 
other writing credits include live action series for Comedy Central, short 
films, and several other television and movie projects. Carlos has 
provided the voices for Rocko and Spunky on Nickelodeon’s 
“Rocko’s Modern Life,” Mr. Weed on FOX’s “The Family Guy,” Lazlo on 
Cartoon Network’s “Camp Lazlo,” Bane in “Justice League Doom,” and 
Mr. Crocker on Nickelodeon’s long running series “Fairly Odd Parents.” 
Carlos also plays Bob in “Funhouse Massacre” (2015), El Chupacabra, 
the breakout star of Disney’s “Planes,” Amos in the hit film “Free Birds,” 
King Magnus on Disney’s “Sophia the First.” You can also hear Carlos 
as the voice of Nestor, the Latin Penguin, in “Happy Feet” and “Happy 
Feet 2” as well as Chuy and General Posada in “The Book of Life,” and 
the Brazilian Helicopter Pilot and Dad’s Fear in “Inside Out,” to name 
just a few of his film roles. He recently won the prestigious Annie Award 
for Outstanding Achievement in Voice Acting in an Animated TV/
Broadcast Production “The Mr. Peabody & Sherman Show.” A few of 
his most recent projects include "Witness Infection," (2020), 
"Jesus" (2020) and most recently "Kamp Koral: SpongeBob's Under 
Years (2020).
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• Penguins jump into the air before diving to swim faster. It releases air bubbles from their
feathers which can double or triple their speed underwater.

• The fastest swimming species of penguins are Gentoos, who can swim over 20 miles per hour.

• Penguins suits act as camouflage. When seen from above, their black backs blend in with the
dark ocean, and when viewed from below, their white bellies blend in with the bright surface.
This helps them avoid predators and catch prey.

• Recently discovered fossils suggest that an extinct species of penguin stood at five feet, ten
inches tall, the height of an average adult man today!

• Penguins don’t have teeth.

• Penguins shed all of their feathers once a year, and can’t swim for the two to three week period
it takes for their insulation to grow back.

• Some species of penguins mate with only one partner their entire lifetime and remain loyal to
them.

• Penguin couples locate each other in crowds by producing a unique call that their mate can
identify.

• Male emperor penguins keep their eggs warm under a loose fold of skin between their feet
while standing. They stay that way for months until the eggs hatch, not even leaving to eat!

• Penguins are extremely social animals, living in large groups that can include hundreds of
thousands of birds when assembled

• A colony of penguins on land is called a waddle, and a group of penguins in the water is called
a raft.

• Penguins spend 80% of their lives at sea.

• Not all penguins live in the antarctic. The  Galápagos penguin stays nice and warm living near
the equator.

• Penguins huddle for warmth. Those closest to the center will waddle to the outside when they
are warm enough so that outer penguins can have a turn in the middle.



PENGUIN TRIVIA

• Penguins are flightless seabirds that live almost exclusively below the equator. Some
island-dwellers can be found in warmer climates, but most—including emperor, adélie,
chinstrap, and gentoo penguins—reside in and around icy Antarctica.

• A thick layer of blubber and tightly-packed, oily feathers are ideal for colder
temperatures.

• The 18 different species of penguins can widely in shape and size but all have black
bodies and white bellies. This protective countershading allows them to hide from
predators like leopard seals and orcas while they swim.

• While penguins can’t fly, their stiff flippers, webbed feet, and sleek shape make them
expert swimmers. In fact, they spend most of their lives in the ocean and do nearly all of
their hunting for krill, squid, and crabs underwater.

• They can swim about 15 miles an hour, and when they want to go faster, they often
porpoise, or leap out of the water as they swim.

• On land, penguins have an upright stance and tend to waddle, hop, or run with their
bodies angled forward.

• Polar penguins can travel long distances quickly by “tobogganing,” or sliding across the
ice on their bellies and pushing forward with their feet.

• If it’s especially cold, they huddle together in large colonies that protect them from
predators and provide warmth. These colonies consist of thousands, and even millions,
of penguins.
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• Penguins come ashore to lay their
eggs and raise their chicks.

• Most penguins stay with their mate for
many years and lay only one or two
eggs at a time.

• Parents take turns keeping their eggs
warm, and when they hatch, feeding
and protecting the chicks.

• For a few weeks each year, thousands
of baby birds wait together while their
parents forage for food. When mother
and father return, chicks listen for the
unique audio frequency of their
parents’ call, allowing them to reunite
in a large, noisy crowd.

• Soon after the chicks fledge, parents
will begin molting. Unlike some birds
that shed a few feathers at a time,
penguins lose all their feathers at once
during a process called catastrophic
molt. They condense this process to
just a few weeks because they must
fast during this time—they can’t hunt
without their waterproof feathers.
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CRITICAL ACCLAIM

"You should see Happy Feet -- not only because it's stupendous, but also 
because it features the best dancing you'll see on the screen this year." - 
David Edelstein, New York Magazine/Vulture

"Director George 'Babe' Miller has pulled off a coup with this one; he's raised 
the benchmark to a whole new level, both visually and conceptually. Bravo." - 
Derek Adams, Time Out

"It's going to take some time before I can look at the snowy breast of a penguin 
without imagining that it contains the tap-tapping heart of a Sammy Davis Jr." -
Sandra Hall, Sydney Morning Herald

"The dazzling animation, catchy songs and Broadway-worthy dance numbers 
give the film even broader appeal." - Claudia Puig, USA Today

"[Happy Feet's] a gorgeously rendered marvel that pulls out all the stops to 
wow its viewers." Tasha Robinson, AV Club

"George Miller's Happy Feet may be the 10th animated film this year with 
talking critters -- but, trust me, you're probably going to want to see the best 
feature-length cartoon since 'The Incredibles,' no matter what your age." 
- Lou Lumenick, New York Post



ACTIVITIES
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Color the penguin by numbers!



Connect the dots!
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