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FILM OVERVIEW
Onward

PG | 102 min / Animation, Adventure, Comedy / March 6, 2020

Walt Disney Pictures / Pixar Animation Studios

In Disney and Pixar’s ONWARD, two teenage elf brothers, Ian and Barley Lightfoot, get an 
unexpected opportunity to spend one more day with their late dad and embark on an 

extraordinary quest aboard Barley’s epic van Guinevere. Like any good quest, their journey is 
filled with magic spells, cryptic maps, impossible obstacles, and unimaginable discoveries. 
But when the boys’ fearless mom Laurel realizes that her sons are missing, she teams up 

with a part-lion, part-bat, part-scorpion, former warrior – aka The Manticore – and heads off 
to find them. Perilous curses aside, this one magical day could mean more than any of them 

ever dreamed.

Voice Actors:
Tom Holland- Ian Lightfoot (voice)
Chris Pratt- Barley Lightfoot (voice)
Julia Louis-Dreyfus- Laurel Lightfoot (voice)
Octavia Spencer- The Manticore (voice)
Mel Rodriguez- Colt Bronco (voice)
Kyle Bornheimer- Wilden Lightfoot (Dad) (voice)
Lena Waithe- Officer Spector (voice)
Ali Wong- Officer Gore (voice)
Tracey Ullman- Grecklin (Pawn Shop Owner) (voice)
Wilmer Valderrama- Gaxton (College Friend) (voice)

Directed by: 
Dan Scanlon

Screenplay by:
Dan Scanlon
Keith Bunin
Jason Headley 

Original story by:
Dan Scanlon
Keith Bunin
Jason Headley 



THE MAKING OF 
ONWARD
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BRINGING ONWARD TO THE SCREEN
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We have such a high bar at Pixar. We want to make sure the story is not just 
good, but great,” Kelsey Mann, the film’s head of story, said during a recent D23 
visit to Pixar Animation Studios. “It takes a long time to achieve that, so we work 
on the story for many, many years. We don’t actually start making it until the last 
year and a half.” Mann has been with "Onward" since day one on September 
17, 2013. He reteamed with director Dan Scanlon and producer Kori Rae, with 
whom he worked on the Disney and Pixar movie "Monsters University." “We 
start in a very scary place: an empty story room,” Mann said of "Onward." 
“Imagine a whole room full of blank pages! It’s very intimidating.” 

It helped that Scanlon knew the story he wanted to tell—even though, at the 
time, he didn’t know how he was going to tell it. “In development, I knew I 
wanted to do something personal this time,” he said. “I just started working 
through things in my own life, asking questions of myself and asking questions 
of other filmmakers here. They helped me pull out certain things.” Like Ian and 
Barley, Scanlon and his brother lost their father at a young age, and they, too, 
were left with many unanswered questions. “My biggest question was, ‘Who was 
he—and how am I like him?’” Scanlon recalled. That’s when it dawned on him: 
“Wouldn’t it be amazing if you had one day with that person? What would you 
say?” he said. “That’s where the idea of magic came from, because we thought, 
‘Well, we need to make a movie where that could be possible.’”



So, it comes as no surprise that making a movie about magic was a magical 
experience for everyone involved. “Everyone here is very smart. They are all 
great filmmakers and I respect their opinion,” Scanlon said of the Pixar team. 
“But that makes it difficult to make a good choice, because it’s not like I go, 
‘Well, that person’s wrong!’ I usually think, ‘Wow! Why are they saying that? 
There’s got to be a good reason for that.’ Really, time helps. We’ve got five or 
six years to make these [movies], but there’s always a gate closing. So, you 
say, ‘OK, check these different ideas against themselves.’ Then we say, ‘OK, 
we’re going to go with this… until we’re not.’ Meaning, ‘We’re going to go with 
this until we realize something else that makes us change the story and go the 
other way.’” Rae praised how “open” the director has been during the 
development process. “There are times we will debate things, and there will be 
times after we’ll leave a review when afterward people will come up and go, 
‘Oh, I’m still not sure about this decision or about this choice.’ So, we’ll keep 
talking about it,” Rae said. “That’s all we do all day long—make choices and 
decisions and try to move everything forward. This is fun! It’s great.”

Reflecting on the first days of "Onward," Scanlon said, “It’s a really scary thing, 
and it’s a very private and lonely thing—even though you do have a lot of help. 
You have to dig into yourself and think about your life; talk to people and talk to 
your friends. It’s like therapy.” Like Scanlon, Rae wouldn’t have it any other 
way. “The beautiful thing is you have a little of amnesia,” she said. “We forget 
that horrific first year or two where you’re coming in every day trying to figure 
out what kind of movie you’re making… Now we’re doing fun post-production 
stuff. We get to sit back and look at everybody else’s amazing work, comment 
on it, and give notes to finish up the film. This part is way easier!” (D23.com)
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Kelsey Mann (Head of Story) and Madeline Sharafian (Story Lead) introduced 
us to the story-building process that they utilized for "Onward," which was a little 
different from how Pixar Animation usually goes through when writing and 
storyboarding. Mann has been working on "Onward" since Day 1, which is not 
typical for a Pixar movie. Usually it’s only the directors and producers that have 
been on since the beginning, but Mann worked hand in-hand with director Dan 
Scanlon and producer Kori Rae starting on September 17, 2013, as you can see 
in the photo above. Why did it take so long? That’s just how careful Pixar is 
when it comes to getting the story just right. The process began with what was 
referred to as carding, which is where the head of story works with the director to 
think up ideas for scenes that will combine to form the narrative. Each scene is 
represented by a notecard that is organized on a massive bulletin board as they 
try to figure out which scenes should go where, creating some semblance of a 
cohesive narrative.

The carding process is all about testing ideas, throwing out cards that don’t 
work, adding new cards that might enhance the story, and rearranging the order 
of scenes. After some work, Scanlon and Mann were joined by a few more 
writers and story artists, but the process of creating the actual movie hadn’t even 
begun yet. Pixar is very meticulous about getting the story to a place they’re 

FROM SCRIPT TO SCREEN
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satisfied with before they even think about creating the art of the movie, and the 
story artists have a hand in that as part of the studio’s signature collaborative 
process. Once the carding was complete, a script was created, which then went 
through a rigorous process of getting notes from a small group of writers and 
story artists, each one coming with their own notes that help improve the script, 
adding a variety of perspectives in order to determine which beats in the script 
may not resonate as well as originally thought. Once these notes were 
discussed, director/writer Dan Scanlon and writer Jason Headley rewrote the 
script.

After the script was complete again, story artists were assigned scenes with 
some additional insight and description from director Dan Scanlon. That 
combined with a script page is all the artists get before they go off and start 
drawing storyboards for the scene on their own. And these scenes are doled out 
in a room referred to as “The Fish Bowl"...For example, a scene referred to as 
the “Trust Bridge” sequence was storyboarded by story lead Madeline Sharafian, 
but only after Scanlon read through the script with the group, complete with 
dialogue and little details he’s envisioned in the scene. The scene in question 
follows elf brothers Ian and Barley hitting a little hiccup in their quest when they 
reach a bottomless valley. Whatever falls into it keeps falling forever. There’s a 
bridge to cross the valley, but the switch to drop it is on the other side of the 
chasm, which means Ian is going to have to try some magic to drop the bridge.

8



Even though this is just the storyboarding part of production, these artists are still 
thinking ahead to all the details and layers still to come in the animation process, 
which includes cinematography, acting, characters, staging, editing, humor, 
design, composition, and that pesky deadline that ends up coming pretty fast. 
Here’s how some of the storyboards on "Onward" looked (these come from the 
scene where Ian and Barley use magic to bring their father back, but only manage 
to get half his body).

What’s interesting about the story process on this film is that the story artists 
working on their respective scenes would often look over each others’ shoulders, 
checking out the work of their colleagues, offering ideas to each other as they 
drew out their storyboards. Mann and Sharafian made it clear that not all Pixar 
movies operate this way. This was essentially their version of being on set and 
creating the same energy there is when a whole crew is working together to 
make a movie, something that doesn’t often happen in animation with everyone 
working at computers in their own offices most of the time. The result ended up 
being the creation of 97,759 storyboards for this movie. That’s a lot of 
storyboards, even if that work is spread out over years. But the story artists know 
how to take a break and blow off some steam from time-to-time, as evidenced by 
a video shown to us with the gang having a sing-along to “I’ll Make a Man Out of 
You” from "Mulan." (Slashfilm.com)
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MEET DIRECTOR AND CO-WRITER
DAN SCANLON 
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Growing up in Clawson, Scanlon seemed destined to work in 
animation. He was making scribbles of recognizable things by 
age two. By the time he was 12, he was drawing caricatures at 
parties. A budding filmmaker even before high school, he won 
several awards for his entries at the Michigan Student Film and 
Video Festival. In 2013, he spoke to the Free Press about the 
thrill of winning a prize that led to one of his 8-millimeter films 
being screened at the Detroit Film Theatre. By the time Scanlon 
got to Clawson High School, his mother was making an hour-
long trip with him to Westland for evening classes in media 
production. She waited patiently while he spent three or four 
hours focusing on the art of animation. After graduating from the 
Columbus College of Art and Design on Ohio, Scanlon worked 
for a few years in animation in Ohio before fulfilling his dream of 
joining Pixar. His first animated feature as a director, “2013’s 
“Monsters University,” earned more than $743 million globally. 
Scanlon says that early in the journey of “Onward,” there were 
talks about using human teens who would build a machine to 
bring their father back....Scanlon’s father died when he was 1 
and his brother was 3. He was an alumnus of Brother Rice High 
School and Lawrence Technological University and worked as a 
chemist for the auto industry. He was just 30 when he passed 
away...Now part of his youth has been immortalized through 
“Onward,” albeit with a mythical setting and fantastic creatures 
like a manticore (a fearsome lion-like creature voiced by Octavia 
Spencer) who runs a family restaurant in the movie’s modern 
magical world. And in a move supporting diversity, “Onward” is 
being touted as featuring the first self-identified LGBTQ 
animated character in Disney/Pixar history. Lena Waithe voices 
the character, a Cyclops police officer named Officer 
Specter....“It’s certainly an amazing opportunity to get to do 
something this personal and it really says a lot about Pixar and 
Disney that they’d not only get behind this, but encourage me to 
do something personal,” says Scanlon. “...For my brother and I, 
talking about our dad and thinking about our dad and meeting 
people who knew our dad is magical.” He credits Louis-Dreyfus, 
the mother of two sons in real life, with vividly portraying the 
movie’s elf mom as a relatable figure who also is a courageous 
protector. “My mom was everything to us. She was inspiring, 
supportive. The three of us were a team. We owe everything to 
her … . She was our mighty warrior,” says Scanlon. 
(Fremonttribune.com)



MEET COMPOSERS MYCHAL & JEFF DANNA
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For writer/director Dan Scanlon’s urban fantasy "Onward" (Pixar Animation Studios for 
Walt Disney Pictures, opening March 6, 2020 in the U.S.), composers Mychael and Jeff 
Danna were tasked with creating a magical score around the story of two teenage elves, 
brothers Ian and Barley, who embark upon an emotional quest to spend one day with 
their late father. The Dannas’ score not only encapsulated Ian and Barley’s world, which 
is filled with creatures you’d expect in fantasy fiction — centaurs, cyclops, satyrs, 
unicorns — but also embodied the emotional highs and lows of this poignant journey. 
For brothers Mychael and Jeff, frequent collaborators and renowned film and television 
composers with Oscar wins, GRAMMY nominations and Golden Globe nods, this story 
hit close to home, enabling them to fully connect with the main characters and translate 
their complex emotions into a fantastical score. We talked to the Dannas about what 
purpose a score should serve for a film, how they started their respective careers in the 
industry, and how they approach the scoring process. The brothers felt an immediate 
connection to the story of “Onward”. Jeff states that the brothers' connection to the 
characters in this particular film was immediate and particularly visceral given [their] 
circumstances growing up. [he] believes music is integral in making the audience care 
about the characters and what happens to them, especially in a story that wears its 
heart on its sleeve like “Onward” does.

“Onward” director Dan Scanlon insists he knew nothing of their personal story when he 
invited the brothers to write music for his film. “I didn’t know about their father until I 
pitched them the movie, and then it became a kind of therapy session for us,” he says 
with a laugh. “Their music emphasizes authenticity, that this is a real-world [story], these 
are real emotions. And then they added a big sweeping journey to be taken seriously, 
not a joke, and an incredibly deep, rich, emotional heart.” Elf brothers Ian and Barley 
pursue their quest for a magical gem (one that can complete an unfinished spell to bring 
their father back to life for 24 hours) in an old van whose cassette player blasts a wild 
mashup of ‘70s progressive rock and ‘90s indie rock – all written and played by guitarist 
Jeff and keyboardist Mychael in a callback to their own, pre-film-music experiences in 
Canadian pop bands.



Film Vocabulary
Actor/Actress A person who plays the role of a character in a movie. 
Action A term called out by the director to start filming. (“Action!”) 
Action Film A fast-paced adventure movie. 
Agent A person responsible for the business of an actor or artist. 
Animated Film A movie made by a series of picture 

drawings or computer graphics. 
Behind the Scenes The work done off-camera while making a film. 
Bird’s Eye View A camera shot from above as a bird would see flying over. 
Boom Microphone A microphone placed on an extendable rod. 
Boom Operator A member of the sound crew who works the boom microphone. 
Best Boy A person responsible for operation and equipment 

in the lighting or grip departments. 
Blockbuster A movie that is a major success. 
Camera A device for recording images. 
Camera Crew A group of workers that operate the cameras. 
Camera Angle The point of view from the camera. 
Cameo A small part played by a famous person as a guest appearance. 
Cast All the actors that are in a movie. 
Casting The process of choosing actors for a movie. 
Cinematographer The person in charge of the photography and camera work . 
Clapboard A small board that shows the information of the 

movie. It is “clapped” to start the take. 
Clip A brief segment from a movie. 
Close-up Shot A zoomed in shot that shows a person or item that fills the screen. 
Comedy A funny movie. 
Costume Designer A person who designs the costumes for a movie. 
Crane A large machine that lifts the camera high off the ground. 
Credits A list of all the people who helped make the movie. 
Critic A person who writes reviews of films. 
Cut A term used by the director to stop filming. (“Cut!”) 
Digital Camera 
Profile (DCP) 

A collection of digital files used to store and convey digital 
cinema (DC) audio, image, and data streams.

Director The leading artist on a movie set, in charge of making the film. 
Documentary Film A movie that shows real events and follows actual people. 
Dolly A wheeled support for the camera. 
Double An actor who stands in for another actor during special scenes. 
Drama A movie with an exciting, emotional, or unexpected storyline. 

Editing Choosing, arranging, and fixing clips to create a scene. 
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The The processprocess  of makingof making  a a movie movie fromfrom  anan  initial ideainitial idea  
  editing.editing.  

AA  ccamera amera shot fromshot from  far away,far away,  usuallyusually  showingshowing  ththe e charactercharacter  
as as very smallvery small  inin  comparisoncomparison  toto  theirtheir  surroundings.surroundings.  

Someone Someone who who adaptsadapts  a a musicalmusical  compositioncomposition  forfor  
voicesvoices  and and instrumentsinstruments  toto  aa  movie.movie.  
AA  moviemovie  whewhere re singingsinging  andand  dancingdancing  isis  usedused  asas  a a mainmain  
formform  of of communication.communication.  

EditorEditor  A person in charge of editing.A person in charge of editing.  
ExtraExtra  AA  personperson  wwho ho appearsappears  inin  a a movimovie e usuusually aally as s partpart  ofof  aa  crowdcrowd  oror  

inin  the backgroundthe background  ofof  aa  scene.scene.  
Fast MotionFast Motion  AA  shot in ashot in a  movimovie e thatthat  appearsappears  to to movemove  muchmuch  fasterfaster  thanthan  

other shots.other shots.  

Film FestivalFilm Festival  An An event event where where multiple multiple filmfilms s are are viewed viewed and and often often prempremiere iere forfor  thethe  
firfirsst t time.time.  SSomeome  filmfilm  festivalsfestivals  hahaveve  aa  consistentconsistent  themetheme  
throughout each film.throughout each film.  

FilmmakingFilmmaking  
through through scriptwriting,scriptwriting,  shooting,shooting,  directing,directing,  andand

FlashbackFlashback  A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.  
Foreign FilmForeign Film  AA  moviemovie  produproducedced  outsideoutside  thethe  US.US.  
FrameFrame  One of the many still imagesOne of the many still images which com which compose the completepose the complete  

moving picturmoving picturee
GenreGenre  A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, etc.etc.  
Green ScreenGreen Screen  AA  greengreen  background background thathatt  actorsactors  areare  filmedfilmed  inin  front of that allowsfront of that allows  

computer graphicscomputer graphics  to to be be addedadded  laterlater  tto o changchange e thethe  background.background.  
Hair StylistHair Stylist  

A person responsible for maintaining acA person responsible for maintaining actors’ hairstyles during filming.tors’ hairstyles during filming.  

HighHigh-Angle -Angle ShotShot  A camera angle that lookA camera angle that looks down on a chars down on a character.acter.  
Independent FilmIndependent Film  A movie producA movie produced by a smaller studio.ed by a smaller studio.  
HorrorHorror  A scary movie.A scary movie.  
LightLightinging  ArArtifictificial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.ial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.  
LightLighting Crewing Crew  A group of technicA group of technicians who install and operate lighting.ians who install and operate lighting.  
LongLong-Sho-Shott  

LowLow-Ang-Anglele  ShotShot  A camera shot that looks up at a character.A camera shot that looks up at a character.  
MMakeake-up -up ArtistArtist  AA  personperson  inin  charge charge of actors’of actors’  makemake-up.-up.  
MovieMovie  A series of sA series of s rtill or moving images captured by a cametill or moving images captured by a camera.a. 
Music ArrangerMusic Arranger  

MusicalMusical  

PremierePremiere  

PropProp  Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.  
PyrotechnicianPyrotechnician  A member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosA member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosions.ions.  
ReelReel  AA  metalmetal  spoolspool  that holdsthat holds  film.film.  
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.The first official showing of a movieThe first official showing of a movie.  

Producer A person responsible for the financial and managerial aspects of making 
of a movie.



Scene A series of shots used in a movie. 
Screenplay A script written to be produced as a movie. 

Sci-Fi A movie based on an imagined future, usually relating to scientific or 
technological advances. 

Script The written text of a play, movie, or broadcast. 
Sequel A movie that is a continuation of the story of a previous movie 
Setting The time and space in which a story takes place. 
Set Designer The person responsible for turning the idea of the movie’s 

environment into a set that can be used for filming. 
Slow Motion A shot in a movie that appears to move much slower than the rest 

of the shots. 
Sound Effects Audio added by the sound crew after filming. 

Soundtrack The collection of songs played throughout the movie. 

Spaghetti Western A western filmed in Italy, often with American leading actors. 

Special Effects An artificial effect used to create an illusion in a movie. 

Spoof A comedy movie that humorously mimics another movie/ 

Star A famous actor or actress. 

Steadicam A device that keeps a camera steady and makes the 
shot look smoother. 

Storyboard Pictures created to show the ideas of a scene or movie. 

Studio A company that produces films. 
Stunt A dangerous action performed in a movie. 

Stuntman A performer who fills in for actors during dangerous scenes. 

Take One version of a specific shot in a movie. 

Talkie An early term for a film with sound and recorded voices. 

Trailer A short preview for a movie. 

Trainer A person who works with animals to perform various behaviors in movie. 

Voice-Over Artist A person hired to do the voices for animated characters. 

Wacom Cintiq A device that allows a user to draw images on a tablet screen that are 
digitized into a computer, like electronic pen and paper. 
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Western A movie about cowboys, usually set in western North America. 

Wrap A phrase used by the director when finished shooting. (“That’s a wrap!”) 

Writer A term for someone who creates written work for a film. 

Zoom Shot A shot that magnifies an object’s size. 
3-D Film A movie that uses technology to make it seem as though 

you are watching it with three dimensions. 
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Visualizing Film Vocabulary

Reel Script Low Angle Shot

Boom Microphone 
and Operator Dolly Wacom Cintiq 

Clapboard Steadicam Storyboard 

Camera Crew Director Film Festival 
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Visualizing Film Vocabulary 

Clay Sculptures Avars (Hinges) Colorscripts 

Script Voice Actors 
Lighting Technical 

Designer 

Stimulation Department 
Storyboards Virtual Camera 
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Barley Lightfoot
BARLEY LIGHTFOOT is a big, burly and boisterous 19-year-
old elf who loves magic and immerses himself in role-playing 
fantasy game play. He’s a free spirit who may be slightly more 
passionate about the past than the present—and he’ll fight to 
the death, so to speak, to preserve historical landmarks. But 
because he's so focused on the past, he struggles to find 
success in the present

18

Laurel Lightfoot (Mom)
LAUREL LIGHTFOOT (MOM) is a hardworking, sardonic and 
devoted single mom who throws herself whole-heartedly into 
everything she does. Laurel lost her husband years ago, but 
her drive and determination helped her overcome the hardship 
and make the most of her life with her much-loved sons, Ian 
and Barley.

Ian Lightfoot
IAN LIGHTFOOT, a newly 16-year-old elf, yearns for the father 
he lost back before he was born. Ian is sweet and determined 
with the best of intentions, but his lack of confidence and 
nervous energy trips him up more often than not. Ian is 
convinced that if only he had his father’s guidance, his life 
wouldn’t be so complicated and messy.



Officer Colt Bronco
OFFICER COLT BRONCO follows the rules and sincerely 
expects those around him to respect authority like he does. Half 
horse and half man, Colt is strong and commanding, but 
unaware of the destruction he typically leaves in his full-bodied 
wake. He treasures his relationship with Laurel Lightfoot, and 
earnestly wants to connect with her two sons, Ian and Barley.

The Manticore (Corey)
THE MANTICORE (COREY) is at least a thousand years old, but 
that’s just middle-aged for her species. Part lion, part bat and part 
scorpion, the Manticore was once a fearless warrior and 
proprietor of a dark and mysterious tavern that served as a 
waystation for travelers embarking on epic quests. But as modern 
conveniences replaced magic and any need for quests, the 
Manticore tapped her practical side, transforming her tavern into 
a family-friendly restaurant with family-friendly games and fried 
foods aplenty. She may not realize it, but her adventurous spirit 
still lurks within.

19

Wilden Lightfoot (Dad)
WILDEN LIGHTFOOT (DAD) is the late father of Barley and Ian. 
A smart, confident and determined man, Dad discovered a 
creative, albeit fantastic way to reconnect with his sons long after 
his passing. An ancient staff and magical spell reveal Dad’s plan 
that allows Ian and Barley to conjure him for 24 hours. But 
magic, it turns out, is far from a perfect science and the boys are 
only able to bring back half of their dad, the bottom half, on first 
pass. That half joins them on a quest to retrieve a Phoenix Gem 
in an effort to fully conjure Dad before time runs out.



Unicorns
UNICORNS aren’t the graceful and majestic creatures they 
once were. The dumpster-diving vermin of New Mushroomton 
are often seen eating garbage and hissing at anyone who poses 
a threat to their stinky stash.

Blazey
BLAZEY is the Lightfoots’ pet dragon. Friendly and more than a 
little hyperactive, she can wreak havoc with just a wag of her 
tail or a spark of her fire breath.

20

Guinevere
GUINEVERE is more than just a van—she’s Barley’s mighty 
steed! Built from the ground up by Barley himself, the groovy 
purple van is a bit rundown, but spectacularly decked her out with 
crescent moon windows and a Pegasus mural. So, of course 
Barley calls on Guinevere to shepherd them on their epic quest.



Voice Actor Biographies 

Tom Holland- Ian Lightfoot (voice)
Tom Holland was born in England in 1996...Not long after hanging up his dance 
shoes for "Billy Elliot," Holland was tapped to voice the character of Sho for the 
British version of the animated "The Secret World of Arrietty" (2010). However, 
it was his performance in "The Impossible" (2012) that firmly established him as 
one of the industry's promising young talents. Based on a true account of the 
Indian Ocean tsunami of 2004, Holland shined as an adolescent who tends to 
his injured mother (Naomi Watts) as he searches for his missing father (Ewan 
McGregor), garnering an array of award nominations. Following a turn in the 
drama "How I Live Now" (2013), Holland landed a supporting part in the 2015 
BBC historical miniseries "Wolf Hall." Shortly afterward, his path to global 
stardom was launched with the announcement that he would take over the role 
of Peter Parker for the latest reboot of "Spider-Man." Unlike his predecessors 
Tobey Maguire and Andrew Garfield, who were in their mid-to-late 20s when 
tapped for Spidey, the 19-year-old Holland was much closer in age to Peter 
Parker's troubled high school student turned superhero. In the spring of 2016, 
Holland made his debut as Spider-Man in "Captain America: Civil War." 
Despite limited screen time, he drew strong reviews for his version of the iconic 
web slinger, paving the way for his anticipated — and well received — 
performance in 2017's "Spider-Man: Homecoming." Holland then reprised his 
superhero role in the ensemble blockbusters "Avengers: Infinity War" (2018) 
and "Avengers: Endgame" (2019), before adding the next chapter to his 
character's story with "Spider-Man: Far From Home" (2019). Meanwhile, 
Holland had other acting obligations to fulfill. The epic "In the Heart of the 
Sea" (2015)...provided another showcase for the burgeoning star, as well as 
the chance to test his mettle amid difficult shooting conditions. He then featured 
prominently in 2016's "Edge of Winter" and "The Lost City of Z," before starring 
in the medieval action drama "Pilgrimage" (2017). In late 2019, Holland teamed 
up with Will Smith for the animated adventure "Spies in Disguise." He then 
voiced the character of Jip the dog in the star-studded "Dolittle" (2020), before 
preparing for another leading voice role in Pixar's "Onward." His latest film is 
"The Devil All the Time " which was released in 2020.

Julia Louis-Dreyfus – Laurel Lightfoot (Voice)
Louis-Dreyfus spent her youth dividing her time between the homes of her 

parents, who divorced when she was one year of age. Her mother was a tutor 
and a writer who moved to Washington, D.C., when Julia was eight, and her 
father was a French-born businessman in New York City. Louis-Dreyfus was 
educated at a private girls’ school, the Holton-Arms School, in Bethesda, 
Maryland. After her graduation (1979) from high school, Louis-Dreyfus entered 
Northwestern University (Evanston, Illinois), where she studied drama and 
became involved in the Practical Theatre Co., led by actor Brad Hall, whom she 
married in 1987. In 1982, with help from leaders of the legendary Second City 
comedy troupe, the Practical Theatre opened a performance space in Chicago 
where Louis-Dreyfus, Hall, and two others, Gary Kroeger and Paul Barrosse, 
began performing improvisational comedy. Their first show opened in July 1982 

O'Hara can be seen on the Canadian television comedy series “Schitt's Creek” (2015). 
Her work in the series earned two Canadian Screen Awards for Best Lead Actress (2016 
and 2017). This year, O’Hara won the Emmy for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy 
Series for her role on “Schitt's Creek” (2020). 

21



and received rave reviews. They were soon scouted by Dick Ebersol, the 
producer of NBC’s Saturday Night Live (SNL), and all four cast members 
were hired. Louis-Dreyfus, at age 21, left Northwestern and moved to New 
York City. She remained a regular "SNL" cast member until 1985, although 
she disliked the “dog-eat-dog” atmosphere backstage. After leaving the 
show, she guest starred on various sitcoms and began a film career in 1986 
with small roles in the fantasy-horror film "Troll" and, more notably, in Woody 
Allen’s "Hannah and Her Sisters." In 1989 a former "SNL" colleague, Larry 
David, invited Louis-Dreyfus to audition for a new sitcom that he was 
developing with comedian Jerry Seinfeld. She won the role of Jerry’s former 
girlfriend Elaine Benes in "Seinfeld" (1990–98) and, as part of the classic 
show, earned a place in TV history. In 1996 she won her first Emmy for 
outstanding supporting actress in a comedy series for that role. She also 
made several films during that period, including "Jack the Bear" (1993) and 
"Deconstructing Harry" (1997). After Seinfeld ended, Louis-Dreyfus starred 
in the sitcom "Watching Ellie" (2002–03)...she claimed the title role in "The 
New Adventures of Old Christine" (2006–10) as a single mother who 
manages to maintain a friendly relationship with her former husband; she 
won the 2006 Emmy for outstanding lead actress in a comedy series. In 
2010 Louis-Dreyfus earned a star on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame. In 2012 
she began a successful run as U.S. Vice President (later President) Selina 
Meyer on the comedy series "Veep." Her work on that show cemented her 
status as one of the leading comic actors in the United States and won her 
six consecutive Emmy Awards for outstanding lead actress in a comedy 
series. In 2017 she tied a record for most Emmy wins (eight) by a performer. 
Louis-Dreyfus also won several Emmy Awards for producing "Veep." Later in 
2017 she announced that she had been diagnosed with breast cancer, and 
the show went on hiatus. It returned two years later for its seventh and final 
season. During this time Louis-Dreyfus starred in the film "Enough 
Said" (2013), portraying a divorced woman who begins dating her friend’s 
ex-husband (played by James Gandolfini). She later appeared with Will 
Ferrell in "Downhill" (2020), a dramedy about a struggling couple on a family 
vacation. In 2014 Louis-Dreyfus was inducted into the Television Academy 
Hall of Fame. Four years later she received the Kennedy Center’s Mark 
Twain Prize for American Humor.

Ali Wong- Officer Gore (voice)
Ali Wong is a stand-up comic from San Francisco, now living in Los Angeles. 
Her first Netflix stand-up special “Baby Cobra” was filmed when she was 
seven months pregnant. According to New York Magazine, “The special’s 
arrival on Netflix is the sort of star-making moment that unites the tastes of 
the unlikeliest fans.” Elle applauded it as a “comic genius gem,” while Vogue 
called it “the special that everyone is talking about.” Emily Nussbaum hailed 
it as “funny and refreshingly rude.” The day before its premiere, Wong’s 
interview on Marc Maron’s podcast “WTF” was released. He called the 
special “the most honest, rawest, funniest special I’ve seen in years.” 
Wong’s second stand-up special, “Hard Knock Wife” premiered on Netflix on 
Mother’s Day 2018. Her feature film “Always Be My Maybe,” which she co-
wrote and co-stars in with Randall Park, debuted on Netflix May 2019 to 
wide critical acclaim. Ali also stars as a series regular on ABC’s hit comedy 
“American Housewife.”
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Lena Waithe- Officer Spector (voice)
Lena Waithe is one of Hollywood’s most promising up-and-coming 
talents, who continues to grow her body of work with diversity, 
charisma, and comedy. One of Hollywood Reporter’s “TV Breakouts”, 
Waithe expertly taps into emerging cultural sensibilities with a sharp 
wit, speaking to myriad experiences from her unique perspective and 
challenging audiences to think outside of conventional norms. Waithe 
first made headlines in front of the camera as Denise, friend to Dev 
(Aziz Ansari) in the critically acclaimed Netflix series, "Master of 
None," whose second season premiered in May 2017. In a role that 
was originally intended for a straight, Caucasian female, Waithe has 
made Denise’s experience as a queer black woman uniquely her 
own. This season, Waithe co-wrote the “Thanksgiving” episode, 
which chronicles Denise’s coming out to herself and her family, 
through the lens of the Thanksgiving holiday over 3 decades. The 
episode, which was directed by Melina Matsoukas, is largely based 
on Waithe’s personal experience. Lena's writing in “Thanksgiving” led 
to her making history as the first African-American woman to win an 
Emmy for Best Writing in a Comedy Series. She can be seen in 
Steven Spielberg’s "Ready Player One...The film, which is based on 
Ernest Cline’s 2011 science fiction and dystopian novel, follows the 
players of virtual reality simulator OASIS, who are pitted against each 
other in the search of fame and fortune that will save them from their 
declining world. Waithe will appear alongside Ty Sheridan and Olivia 
Cooke.

Waithe’s additional acting credits include Amazon’s "Transparent" 
and HBO’s "The Comeback." As a writer, Waithe is serving as 
Creator and Executive Producer of "The Chi," a relevant, timely, and 
distinctive coming-of-age story that follows six interrelated characters 
in Chicago’s South Side. Showtime will premiere the show in 
January, which was penned for Fox 21 Television Studios. Common 
will produce with Rick Famuyiwa directing. "The Chi" stars Jason 
Mitchell, Sonja Sohn, and Jacob Latimore. As a producer, Waithe’s 
credits include the upcoming film, Step Sisters, a comedic dance film 
that follows a black sorority girl who agrees to teach the art of Greek 
stepping to a house of white, party-obsessed sorority girls. She was 
also a producer on the Sundance darling, "Dear White People," and 
Tiffany Johnson’s short film, "Ladylike," which can be found on 
YouTube. Currently in development is the television series, 
"Twenties," for which Waithe serves as writer and producer. The 
project is loosely based on her turbulent twenties and how she 
navigated her first 10 years of Los Angeles living. One of Variety’s 
“Top 10 Comics to Watch” in 2014, Waithe was born and raised in 
Chicago and currently resides in Los Angeles.
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Chris Pratt- Barley Lightfoot (voice)
Christopher Michael Pratt was born on June 21, 1979, in Virginia, 
Minnesota, the youngest of three siblings. He and his family later moved 
to Lake Stevens, Washington, and Pratt eventually began performing in 
plays and at a dinner theater. He moved to Maui, Hawaii, at one point, and 
was working as a waiter at the Bubba Gump Shrimp Company when he 
met actress and director Rae Dawn Chong. She liked his look and energy 
and cast him in the 2000 short film "Cursed Part 3." This opened the door 
for Pratt to pursue more acting work, and he landed a role in 2002 in the 
series "Everwood" as athlete Bright Abbott, remaining with the show until 
its 2006 ending. Pratt joined the cast of "The O.C." for its last season in 
2006-07, and would become known for a certain type of comedic 
performance for a good chunk of his screen career. He joined the Amy 
Poehler sitcom "Parks and Recreation" in a multi-episode guest spot as 
bumbling musician Andy Dwyer during its 2009 debut season, becoming a 
regular in the series’ second season. Pratt stayed with the series until its 
finale in 2015. Pratt's early films include "Strangers With Candy" (2005), 
"Wanted" (2008), "Jennifer’s Body" (2009) and "Bride Wars" (2009). After 
playing a first baseman alongside Brad Pitt in "Moneyball" (2011), Pratt 
was seen portraying a Navy SEAL in "Zero Dark Thirty" (2012), the 
Kathryn Bigelow film starring Jessica Chastain about the mission to find 
terrorist Osama Bin Laden. Pratt’s acceptance of more stark dramatic fare 
allowed him to see himself in a new light and think about different 
possibilities as an actor. 

After supporting roles in 2013 fare like "Delivery Man" and "Her," 2014 
became a banner year. Pratt was heard voicing the main character in the 
animated "The Lego Movie" and then found blockbuster success with the 
release of the humorous sci-fi adventure "Guardians of the Galaxy," based 
on the Marvel Comics series of the same name. With co-stars like Zoe 
Saldana, Bradley Cooper and Vin Diesel, Pratt played Peter Quill, 
introduced as a space-faring scavenger who also goes by the name Star 
Lord. Though focusing on comic characters not previously widely known, 
the film earned more than $770 million worldwide, leading to the release 
of the even more profitable "Guardians of the Galaxy 2" (2017) and the 
inclusion of its characters in other Marvel films, like "Avengers: Infinity 
War" (2018). After "Guardians," Pratt moved on other lead actor work. He 
spent part of 2014 filming the next installment of the "Jurassic Park" film 
series in Louisiana and Hawaii. The movie was dubbed "Jurassic World" 
and hit theaters in June 2015, eventually garnering over $1 billion 
worldwide in ticket sales. Pratt later reprised the role of Velociraptor 
specialist Owen Grady for "Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom." The dinosaur 
action-thriller again met with an eager audience, topping $110 million 
during its June 2018 opening weekend in China.In 2016, Pratt appeared in 
the remake of "The Magnificent Seven," alongside Denzel Washington 
and Vincent D'Onofrio, and starred with Jennifer Lawrence in the sci-fi 
romance "Passengers." He then returned to voice work for "The Lego 
Movie 2: The Second Part" (2019) and "Onward" (2020), the latter also 
featuring the talents of Tom Holland, Julia Louis-Dreyfus and Octavia 
Spencer.
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Octavia Spencer- The Manticore (voice)
One of Hollywood’s most sought-after talents, Octavia Spencer has become 
a familiar fixture in both television and on the silver screen. Her 
performance as Minny in the DreamWorks feature film "The Help" won her 
an Academy Award, BAFTA Award, Golden Globe Award, SAG Award and 
Broadcast Film Critics’ Choice Award, among numerous other accolades. 
She has since received two additional individual Academy Award 
nominations and recently served as an executive producer on the critically 
acclaimed drama "Green Book," which won the 2019 Academy Award for 
Best Picture and Golden Globe for Best Motion Picture–Musical or Comedy. 
Octavia can be seen in the psychological thriller "Ma," in which she plays 
the titular role and reunited her with "The Help" director Tate Taylor. 
Upcoming projects include the fantasy comedy film, "The Voyage of Doctor 
Dolittle" with Robert Downey Jr., Rami Malek, Emma Thompson, Antonio 
Banderas and Selena Gomez; and the animated Disney adventure 
"Onward," alongside Chris Pratt, Tom Holland and Julia Louis-Dreyfus...and  
"The Witches," Robert Zemeckis’ adaptation of the classic Roald Dahl book, 
which also stars Anne Hathaway. Later this year, Octavia will star in the 
dramatic series "Truth Be Told" for Apple, which follows America’s interest 
in true crime podcasts. In addition to starring, she also serves as an 
executive producer via her Orit Entertainment banner, alongside Reese 
Witherspoon’s Hello Sunshine and Chernin Ent./Endeavor Content. 
Spencer is also set to star in and executive produce a limited series for 
Netflix about entrepreneur and social activist Madam C.J. Walker, which will 
also be executive produced by LeBron James and his production company, 
Springhill Entertainment. Additionally, she is set to produce the upcoming 
film "Coffee Will Make You Black" with Tate Taylor and John Norris, starring 
Gabrielle Union. 

Spencer recently starred in Guillermo del Toro’s Academy Award-winning 
fantasy drama "The Shape of Water" alongside Sally Hawkins, Michael 
Shannon and Richard Jenkins. Spencer’s performance was called 
“marvelous” and “irresistible” by critics and she received individual Golden 
Globe, BAFTA and Academy Award nominations for her role in the film. In 
addition to the Academy Award for Best Picture, the film received the 
coveted Golden Lion Award at the Venice Film Festival, among numerous 
other accolades. Previous film credits include "Instant Family," a comedy 
alongside Mark Wahlberg and Rose Byrne; "A Kid Like Jake" opposite 
Claire Danes, Jim Parsons and Priyanka Chopra; the independent drama 
"Small Town Crime" with John Hawkes and Anthony Anderson; "Hidden 
Figures," the Academy Award-nominated drama which earned Spencer her 
second individual Academy Award, SAG Award, Golden Globe Award and 
NAACP Image Award nominations; "The Shack," based on the highly 
successful novel of the same name; Marc Webb’s moving drama "Gifted," 
"Allegiant," the Disney animated film "Zootopia," which won the Academy 
Award for Best Animated Film; "The Free World," which premiered at the 
2016 Sundance Film Festival and also stars Elisabeth Moss and Boyd 
Holbrook; the drama "Fathers and Daughters" with Quvenzhane Wallis, 
Diane Kruger, Russell Crowe, Amanda Seyfried and Aaron Paul; "The Great 
Gilly Hopkins," the adaptation of Katherine Peterson’s young adult 
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Newberry Award-winning novel; Mark Waters’ "Bad Santa 2," with Billy 
Bob Thornton and Kathy Bates; "Black or White," which premiered at the 
2014 Toronto Film Festival; Tate Taylor’s "Get On Up," also starring Viola 
Davis and Chadwick Boseman; the sci-fi, action-adventure "Snowpiercer,"  
the indie-drama Fruitvale Station, for which Spencer was awarded Best 
Supporting Actress by the National Board of Review; Diablo Cody’s 
directorial debut "Paradise," alongside Russell Brand and Julianne Hough; 
and many more. Among her many other professional achievements, 
Spencer co-authored an interactive mystery series for children called 
"Randi Rhodes, Ninja Detective." The first title in the series, “Randi 
Rhodes, Ninja Detective: The Case of the Time-Capsule Bandit” was 
published by Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing in Fall 2013 and the 
second book, “Randi Rhodes, Ninja Detective: Sweetest Heist in History” 
followed the next year. Spencer is a native of Montgomery, Alabama and 
holds a BS in Liberal Arts from Auburn University.
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ONWARD TRIVIA

27

• Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this is the first Disney movie to be released
for digital download while still in theaters.

• Pixar’s iconic Pizza Planet truck appears in the troll bridge scene.

• The popular “A113” reference is present in this film as it is in all Pixar films.
The Police call that comes through near the end says “A 113 in progress”.
A113 was the classroom used by John Lawsseter, Tim Burton, and Brad Bird
at the California Institute of Arts and appears in all Pixar films. This is the first
time that it only appears verbally.

• Barley’s tabletop game is heavily inspired by Dungeons & Dragons. In fact, a
couple of artifacts and creatures from D&D are featured in the film, and
Wizards of the Coast receives thanks in end credit.

• Laurel uses Aurora brand dish soap, as in the Disney Princess in
“Sleeping Beauty”(1959). Aurora is also a play on Dawn, a popular real-life
brand of dish soap; “aurora” is a synonym for “dawn.

• The toll booth troll works for “Under the Bridge Transportation”, a joke based
on the idea that, in fairy tales, trolls wait underneath bridges to prey on those
who try to pass. It also says you can pay them in cash or riddle.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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1. How is your family similar to the Lightfoot family? How is it different?

2. Some adventures and goals are accomplished differently than expected. How
can we relate to this?

3. Sometimes what we seek has been in front of us the entire time. Has this
happened to someone in our family? How?

4. How does your family have adventure? What do you like to do together? Do
you also have very different interests like Ian and Barley do? What can you
learn from each other?

5. Which character do you relate to the most? Or the least? Who would you like
to be more like?

6. Family members sometimes have to sacrifice, or give up something for
themself for others. How has this happened in our family? How can each
family member do something to support the whole family?

7. Sometimes we can learn more from something that seems like a failure than a
success. How did this happen in the movie? How has this happened to each
of us in our family?



ACTIVITIES

29



© 2020 Disney/Pixar











©
 2

02
0 

D
is

n
ey

/P
ix

ar



©
 2

02
0 

D
is

n
ey

/P
ix

ar



© 2020 Disney/Pixar



©
 2

02
0 

D
is

n
ey

/P
ix

ar



© 2020 Disney/Pixar



© 2020 Disney/Pixar



41

RESOURCES

OVERVIEW
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7146812/?ref_=ttmi_tt
https://movies.disney.com/onward

THE MAKING OF
https://d23.com/inside-the-six-year-journey-to-make-disney-and-pixars-onward/
https://www.slashfilm.com/making-of-onward-cracking-the-story/

ONWARD VOICE ACTOR & CREW BIOS
https://fremonttribune.com/how-new-pixar-movie-onward-pays-tribute-to-director-dan-scanlon-s-family/
article_91e75eae-e9ce-57bc-a1a0-611c95586403.html
https://www.biography.com/actor/tom-holland
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Julia-Louis-Dreyfus
https://variety.com/2020/artisans/musicians/mychael-danna-onward-score-1203517814/
https://www.wmespeakers.com/speaker/lena-waithe
https://www.filmindependent.org/nominee/octavia-spencer/
https://www.biography.com/actor/chris-pratt

CHARACTER BIOS AND IMAGES
Ct_onward_ian_18790_60e7debf.jpeg
Ct_onward_barley_18790_ba5cc305.jpeg
Ct_onward_mom_18790_4f9fdbe1.jpeg
Ct_onward_dad_18790_a552acb6.jpeg
Ct_onward_manticore_18790_bf9af72d.jpeg
Ct_onward_officer_18790_67fb106e.jpeg
Ct_onward_guineveresmaller_18790_222ce699.jpeg
Ct_onward_blazey_18790_30b6a821.jpeg
Ct_onward_unicorns_18790_d27cb257.jpeg
octavia-spencer-20724237-1-402.jpg

TRIVIA
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7146812/trivia

ACTIVITIES
https://cdnvideo.dolimg.com/cdn_assets/d9d06f359b98818ec6b375af0d5d55ce5787b09a.pdf



IMAGES
p_onward_19024_dbb512d5.jpeg
fmc_mc_Onward_final.jpg
MV5BZjk3YWRkOTMtYmNmYS00NTU0LWIxYzQtYWM1Y2ZhMmI1OTc1XkEyXkFqcGdeQXVyNzI1Nz
MxNzM@._V1_.jpg
Ace8f9f3115035cdbcf821c6969401cf.png
Resized_150246-onward-02-0306rgb_73-28915_t600.jpg
SJ7H527LCZELZAU45YMGJQX3CE.jpg
Onw_mhn_2048x860_ee1fcba9.png
Tom_Holland_by_Gage_Skidmore.jpg
Onward-storyboards-bringingdadback-700x515.jpg
Onward-trustbridge-ian-walkingout-700x293.jpg
Latest
C2Ryt6yyTlNg5k24iTmAVPdQimVQxC2ea0nXETeIChMvpDd9mOl4sF6R65swYwfWYIdv9Patim6q1mli
5XDsfKfN1edYTX2ETDqyx0MDGNbRMQ9syQAxnwaTuxD7
450
Chris_Pratt_2018.jpg
412f60938f464affacdc7f47038bd56954-03-ali-wong.rsquare.w1200.jpg

42



Contributions

Created By:

 Project Research:

 Film Vocabulary: 

Claire Waterhouse

Julia Ruth Patella 
Presly Plowman  
Claire Waterhouse

Rebecca Chen 
Megan Honey 
Benjamin Goedert 
Cynthia Estrada 

43


	Onward AG.pdf
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page

	Onward Acitivty Packet.pdf
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



