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FILM OVERVIEW
The Book of Life

PG | 95 min | Animation, Adventure, Comedy | October 17, 2014

Presented by Reel FX Creative Studios & Twentieth Century Fox

Chatrone / Mexopolis / Twentieth Century Fox Animation

From producer Guillermo del Toro and director Jorge Gutierrez comes an animated 
comedy with a unique visual style. "The Book of Life" is the journey of Manolo, a young 
man who is torn between fulfilling the expectations of his family and following his heart. 

Before choosing which path to follow, he embarks on an incredible adventure that 
spans three fantastical worlds where he must face his greatest fears. Rich with a fresh 

take on pop music favorites, "The Book of Life" encourages us to celebrate the past 
while looking forward to the future.

Voice Actors:
Diego Luna- Manolo (voice)
Zoe Saldana - Maria (voice)
Channing Tatum- Joaquin (voice)
Ron Perlman- Xibalba (voice)
Christina Applegate- Mary Beth (voice)
Ice Cube- Candle Maker (voice)
Kate del Castillo- La Muerte (voice)
Hector Elizondo- Carlos Sanchez (voice)
Danny Trejo- Skeleton Luis (voice)

Directed by:
Jorge R. Gutiérrez 

Screenplay by:
Jorge R. Gutiérrez
Doug Langdale



THE MAKING OF 
THE BOOK OF LIFE
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BRINGING THE BOOK OF LIFE 
TO THE SCREEN

“In the movie, I show you what I think are a hundred of the thousands and thousands of ideas 
of what a Mexican is,” Gutierrez told Cartoon Brew. Gutierrez had dreamed of making such a 
film almost from the moment he entered the animation field. In an interview I conducted with 
him over thirteen years ago, he told me that he was pitching a CG-animated Day of the Dead 
feature to Hollywood studios. Many of the themes and visual motifs, in fact, can be found in 
Carmelo, the graduation film that Gutierrez made at CalArts in 2000. Produced with a stylized 
approach to computer animation that was impressively ahead of its time, Carmelo led to a stint 
on Stuart Little, which was enough to convince Gutierrez to put aside computer animation—at 
least for a while.

Gutierrez switched to Flash animation where he saw a greater opportunity to develop his voice 
and communicate his vision to audiences. He created the webseries El Macho, the first of his 
love letters to Mexican culture, for Sony’s Screenblast. He followed the webseries with jobs in 
TV animation, including on typically Hispanic-themed Hollywood shows created by non-
Hispanics, such as ¡Mucha Lucha! and Maya and Miguel. While working on those shows, he 
continued pitching and producing pilots of his own inspiration, and eventually landed the 
Nickelodeon series El Tigre: The Adventures of Manny Rivera, which he co-created with his 
wife and creative collaborator Sandra Equihua.
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Never letting go of his feature film goal, his plans received a boost when fellow Mexican 
director Guillermo del Toro came aboard as a producer of Book of Life. But not before del 
Toro turned down the opportunity to hear Gutierrez’s pitch four times, so fed up was he with 
Hollywood producers trying to cash in on the concept. Upon their first meeting though, del 
Toro knew he’d found the real deal and decided to guide and support the first-time filmmaker 
through the feature process...“Working with other people and listening to anyone is very 
difficult, especially when it’s your first film. I was so protective of everything. But to have 
someone that I admired so much [like del Toro] telling me, ‘Hey your movie is way too long,’ 
and ‘Hey, you cannot have a character that does those things in a PG movie—these are R-
rated things you’re talking about,’ was easier to swallow. And the other big thing he told me 
was, ‘You have way too much story. I’m not going to tell you what to cut, but I’m going to be 
a guide for you.’

“And so it was a true collaboration, much like [Pedro] Almodóvar when he produced The 
Devil’s Backbone for del Toro. Almodóvar said, ‘I’ll be there whenever you need me, and I 
won’t be there when you don’t.’ More than anything, [del Toro] really protected my vision and 
went to battle for me many, many times. “I’ve always been able to show [my wife] Sandra 
everything I do before I show it to anybody else. After I showed it to Sandra, I would show it 
to Guillermo. And if I wasn’t sure about something, I would ask his opinion, and if not, he 
wouldn’t chime in. He was very respectful. He would always end any critique he would give 
me with, ‘But you’re the director, and you need to decide what you want to do. And whatever 
decision you make, I will support it.’ I mean, every once in a while, he would say, ‘It’s your 
movie. If you want to ruin it, go for it.’ Overall, it was an incredible partnership. What other 
director of his status and of his body of work is willing to look for first-time directors like me 
and take them under his wing, and protect them and raise them.”
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“From day one, I felt the weight of all of Mexico behind me, but it’s sort of a weight I’m used 
to carrying. That’s what I’ve always done in my career; I’ve always wanted to showcase my 
culture. One of the things I did early on was I looked at all my favorite movies from all over 
the world, everything from Seven Samurai to Amélie to City of God, and I realized that while 
these movies could not be more specific to their countries, the messages, themes, and 
emotions were incredibly universal. “I felt even though Book of Life takes place in Mexico, 
and even though technically all of these characters are Mexican, I’m going to tell a story that 
has a universal appeal by keeping the emotions really grounded. The eternal struggle of an 
artist who the whole town doesn’t believe in, and the struggle of someone who wants to 
change his family and the cycle of something that’s been happening throughout generations
—that’s everywhere. “The songs are the playlist of my life. 

For example, the Elvis song is my grandparents’ favorite song; there’s a Rod Stewart song 
in there that my dad really likes; ‘Creep’ was my anthem when I was in high school. 
Whenever I go to karaoke that’s the one I sing. So all these songs had a personal meaning 
to me. And I grew up on the border so it’s not like I only listened to Mexican music. I listened 
to music from all over the world, especially the US and the UK. For me, that’s Mexico, we’re 
going to take these songs from other countries and we’re going to give it a twist. “And you’re 
going to hear a bolero-grunge version of ‘Creep’ and a ranchera version of ‘I Will Wait.’ In 
the beginning, everybody asked, ‘Why are you casting Ice Cube?’ and ‘Why is there a Biz 
Markie song?’ And I’d say, ‘I love hip hop. I’m Mexican. That doesn’t mean I can’t like other 
things.’ This movie is really who I am.” (Cartoon Brew)
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THE WORLD OF THE BOOK OF LIFE 

“[Art director] Paul Sullivan became a true creative partner on this film. You look at the art of 
book, Paul did so much stuff, and he got in my head. He was one of those artists who was a 
sponge. I just gave him so many references of so many books and movies. He became so 
immersed in Mexican culture that we joked with him that if you cut his arm guacamole would 
come out. “Our production designer Simon Varela is from El Salvador and he had worked on 
pretty much every Day of the Dead movie in development at every other studio. I’d always 
loved his work, but at the same time, I told him, ‘Show me what you did everywhere else 
because I don’t want to do that. Let’s do our own version of it.’ “Design-wise, Sandra and I 
have been working together for so long and we did the same thing here. Sandra designed 
most of the girl characters and I got to design most of the male characters and we went crazy. 
There was no one above me who was going to water it down. One of things we do is if you 
want to make a Sandra design look prettier, you put one of my ugly-on-purpose designs next 
to it so we play off that contrast.”

“Definitely the hardest thing in the movie was making sure everything read. One of my favorite 
all-time movies is Nightmare Before Christmas. To me that’s one of those movies where the 
environment is a character and they’re just as stylized as the characters, yet they work so well 
together. That was the mandate from the beginning: I want to be able to take all of the 
characters out of the movie and this world is a character. Every image is going to tell you 
something; it’s going to be in a way, a moving painting. We had to art direct this thing to a tee. 
“A standard frame for us was busy and baroque, so we had to really help the audience focus 
where they’re supposed to look. For example, with Manolo, his body is so busy, the only place 
that’s clear is his face so naturally your eye goes there. That’s what we did with everything; 
we used the chaos to help you guide your eye. Same thing with color: if it was all colorful the 
whole time, I think your brain would explode. So we had all these desaturated moments, all 
these dark moments, all these moments with no color to balance things out.” (Cartoon Brew)
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ON THE MUSIC

The score for “The Book of Life” represents several precedents for two-time Oscar-winning 
composer Gustavo Santaolalla: It’s his first animated feature; the first time he worked with a 
large orchestra (90 pieces); and the first time he used a choir. Known for his guitar-driven music 
on “Motorcycle Diaries” and “Brokeback Mountain,” Santaolalla arranged a veritable gumbo (or 
more like a posole) for the triangular romance set against a Mexican Day of the Dead backdrop: 
symphonic, ethnic, folkloric, rock and pop. “I’m attracted to things that take me out of my 
comfort zone,” says Santaolalla, who recorded at London’s Air Studios with Tim Davies 
conducting. “In previous films, the music was much more discrete and subtle, less manipulative. 
This genre demands that I be more upfront, but the aesthetics are different.”

Serving up those aesthetics include ethnic instrumentation like the marimba and the accordion, 
and horns that are more mariachi-like than classical. One of the film’s highlights is a serenade 
titled “I Love You Too Much,” co-written with Paul Williams and sung by actor Diego Luna, who 
plays would-be suitor Manolo. “Diego got some coaching and was a great about doing multiple 
takes,” Santaolalla says. “He got the expression, but from that to singing is a big leap.” (Variety)
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“Manolo was a lot more over the top heroic and tough in the beginning. Right from he start 
he had a temper and was a lot more angry at the world. As we kept recording, rewriting and 
boarding the real Manolo started to emerge. We cut out lots of his lines and made him 
more thoughtful and stoic. He became someone who was heroic for NOT fighting. For not 
killing. A quiet and noble heroism. More Zen. His super power became love. My 
grandfather used to tell me that a macho man can fight any man. But a super macho? He 
can walk away from a fight. “Joaquin changed pretty dramatically when Channing Tatum 
took the role. I told him Joaquin would have the suaveness of Brazil, the charm of 
Argentina, the cojones of Mexico—he would be Captain Latin America! In the beginning, 
Joaquin was supposed to be the jerky high school quarterback antagonist that the town 
loved. And frankly, he was kind of a dick. Slowly and through the process of boarding and 
recording, the heart of Joaquin emerged. He became incredibly endearing and vulnerable. 
Like many of the actors, Channing improvised a ton of stuff that’s in the finished film. His 
evolution is one of my favorite things in the film.” (Cartoon Brew)

ON THE CHARACTERS
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Film Vocabulary
Actor/Actress A person who plays the role of a character in a movie. 
Action A term called out by the director to start filming. (“Action!”) 
Action Film A fast-paced adventure movie. 
Agent A person responsible for the business of an actor or artist. 
Animated Film A movie made by a series of picture 

drawings or computer graphics. 
Behind the Scenes The work done off-camera while making a film. 
Bird’s Eye View A camera shot from above as a bird would see flying over. 
Boom Microphone A microphone placed on an extendable rod. 
Boom Operator A member of the sound crew who works the boom microphone. 
Best Boy A person responsible for operation and equipment 

in the lighting or grip departments. 
Blockbuster A movie that is a major success. 
Camera A device for recording images. 
Camera Crew A group of workers that operate the cameras. 
Camera Angle The point of view from the camera. 
Cameo A small part played by a famous person as a guest appearance. 
Cast All the actors that are in a movie. 
Casting The process of choosing actors for a movie. 
Cinematographer The person in charge of the photography and camera work . 
Clapboard A small board that shows the information of the 

movie. It is “clapped” to start the take. 
Clip A brief segment from a movie. 
Close-up Shot A zoomed in shot that shows a person or item that fills the screen. 
Comedy A funny movie. 
Costume Designer A person who designs the costumes for a movie. 
Crane A large machine that lifts the camera high off the ground. 
Credits A list of all the people who helped make the movie. 
Critic A person who writes reviews of films. 
Cut A term used by the director to stop filming. (“Cut!”) 
Digital Camera 
Profile (DCP) 

A collection of digital files used to store and convey digital 
cinema (DC) audio, image, and data streams.

Director The leading artist on a movie set, in charge of making the film. 
Documentary Film A movie that shows real events and follows actual people. 
Dolly A wheeled support for the camera. 
Double An actor who stands in for another actor during special scenes. 
Drama A movie with an exciting, emotional, or unexpected storyline. 

Editing Choosing, arranging, and fixing clips to create a scene. 
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The The processprocess  of makingof making  a a movie movie fromfrom  anan  initial ideainitial idea  
  editing.editing.  

AA  ccamera amera shot fromshot from  far away,far away,  usuallyusually  showingshowing  ththe e charactercharacter  
as as very smallvery small  inin  comparisoncomparison  toto  theirtheir  surroundings.surroundings.  

Someone Someone who who adaptsadapts  a a musicalmusical  compositioncomposition  forfor  
voicesvoices  and and instrumentsinstruments  toto  aa  movie.movie.  
AA  moviemovie  whewhere re singingsinging  andand  dancingdancing  isis  usedused  asas  a a mainmain  
formform  of of communication.communication.  

EditorEditor  A person in charge of editing.A person in charge of editing.  
ExtraExtra  AA  personperson  wwho ho appearsappears  inin  a a movimovie e usuusually aally as s partpart  ofof  aa  crowdcrowd  oror  

inin  the backgroundthe background  ofof  aa  scene.scene.  
Fast MotionFast Motion  AA  shot in ashot in a  movimovie e thatthat  appearsappears  to to movemove  muchmuch  fasterfaster  thanthan  

other shots.other shots.  

Film FestivalFilm Festival  An An event event where where multiple multiple filmfilms s are are viewed viewed and and often often prempremiere iere forfor  thethe  
firfirsst t time.time.  SSomeome  filmfilm  festivalsfestivals  hahaveve  aa  consistentconsistent  themetheme  
throughout each film.throughout each film.  

FilmmakingFilmmaking  
through through scriptwriting,scriptwriting,  shooting,shooting,  directing,directing,  andand

FlashbackFlashback  A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.  
Foreign FilmForeign Film  AA  moviemovie  produproducedced  outsideoutside  thethe  US.US.  
FrameFrame  One of the many still imagesOne of the many still images which com which compose the completepose the complete  

moving picturmoving picturee
GenreGenre  A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, etc.etc.  
Green ScreenGreen Screen  AA  greengreen  background background thathatt  actorsactors  areare  filmedfilmed  inin  front of that allowsfront of that allows  

computer graphicscomputer graphics  to to be be addedadded  laterlater  tto o changchange e thethe  background.background.  
Hair StylistHair Stylist  

A person responsible for maintaining acA person responsible for maintaining actors’ hairstyles during filming.tors’ hairstyles during filming.  

HighHigh-Angle -Angle ShotShot  A camera angle that lookA camera angle that looks down on a chars down on a character.acter.  
Independent FilmIndependent Film  A movie producA movie produced by a smaller studio.ed by a smaller studio.  
HorrorHorror  A scary movie.A scary movie.  
LightLightinging  ArArtifictificial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.ial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.  
LightLighting Crewing Crew  A group of technicA group of technicians who install and operate lighting.ians who install and operate lighting.  
LongLong-Sho-Shott  

LowLow-Ang-Anglele  ShotShot  A camera shot that looks up at a character.A camera shot that looks up at a character.  
MMakeake-up -up ArtistArtist  AA  personperson  inin  charge charge of actors’of actors’  makemake-up.-up.  
MovieMovie  A series of sA series of s rtill or moving images captured by a cametill or moving images captured by a camera.a. 
Music ArrangerMusic Arranger  

MusicalMusical  

PremierePremiere  

PropProp  Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.  
PyrotechnicianPyrotechnician  A member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosA member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosions.ions.  
ReelReel  AA  metalmetal  spoolspool  that holdsthat holds  film.film.  
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.The first official showing of a movieThe first official showing of a movie.  

Producer A person responsible for the financial and managerial aspects of making 
of a movie.



Scene A series of shots used in a movie. 
Screenplay A script written to be produced as a movie. 

Sci-Fi A movie based on an imagined future, usually relating to scientific or 
technological advances. 

Script The written text of a play, movie, or broadcast. 
Sequel A movie that is a continuation of the story of a previous movie 
Setting The time and space in which a story takes place. 
Set Designer The person responsible for turning the idea of the movie’s 

environment into a set that can be used for filming. 
Slow Motion A shot in a movie that appears to move much slower than the rest 

of the shots. 
Sound Effects Audio added by the sound crew after filming. 

Soundtrack The collection of songs played throughout the movie. 

Spaghetti Western A western filmed in Italy, often with American leading actors. 

Special Effects An artificial effect used to create an illusion in a movie. 

Spoof A comedy movie that humorously mimics another movie/ 

Star A famous actor or actress. 

Steadicam A device that keeps a camera steady and makes the 
shot look smoother. 

Storyboard Pictures created to show the ideas of a scene or movie. 

Studio A company that produces films. 
Stunt A dangerous action performed in a movie. 

Stuntman A performer who fills in for actors during dangerous scenes. 

Take One version of a specific shot in a movie. 

Talkie An early term for a film with sound and recorded voices. 

Trailer A short preview for a movie. 

Trainer A person who works with animals to perform various behaviors in movie. 

Voice-Over Artist A person hired to do the voices for animated characters. 

Wacom Cintiq A device that allows a user to draw images on a tablet screen that are 
digitized into a computer, like electronic pen and paper. 

13



Western A movie about cowboys, usually set in western North America. 

Wrap A phrase used by the director when finished shooting. (“That’s a wrap!”) 

Writer A term for someone who creates written work for a film. 

Zoom Shot A shot that magnifies an object’s size. 
3-D Film A movie that uses technology to make it seem as though 

you are watching it with three dimensions. 
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Visualizing Film Vocabulary

Reel Script Low Angle Shot

Boom Microphone 
and Operator Dolly Wacom Cintiq 

Clapboard Steadicam Storyboard 

Camera Crew Director Film Festival 
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Joaquín Mondragón Jr
Joaquín is Manolo and María’s best friend who, just as Manolo, 
has feelings for María. Thanks to a medal given to him by 
Xibalba as a child, Joaquín becomes the town hero since he 
can’t be hurt. He’s friendly, authoritative, and easily influenced by 
those around him. 

Manolo Sánchez
Manolo is a torero - or bullfighter - whose true passion is music. 
He comes from a family of bullfighters and his father Carlos 
(Héctor Elizondo) is hard on him and suppresses his musical 
aspirations. He’s kind and brave yet insecure and cares a lot 
about his family and friends.

CharactCharactCharactCharactCharactCharactCharactCharactCharacter Profileser Profileser Profileser Profileser Profileser Profileser Profileser Profileser Profiles
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María Posada
María is Manolo and Joaquín’s best friend and love interest, 
leaving her in the middle of a love triangle. She is 
compassionate, spirited, and rebellious. Although she’s trapped 
in the middle of a bet between La Muerte and Xibalba on who will 
win her heart, she’s no damsel in distress – María knows self-
defense and continuously stands up for herself.



Candle Maker
The Candle Maker is a benevolent immortal being in The Book 
Of Life who oversees the lives and stories of the living through 
candles and the titular book. He’s cheerful, easygoing, and 
eccentric, but always trying to follow the rules as he’s in charge 
of keeping a balance between the Land of the Remembered 
and the Land of the Forgotten. 

Xibalba
Xibalba is the ruler of the Land of the Forgotten and La 
Muerte’s husband. He’s a manipulative trickster who gives 
Joaquín a medal that grants invincibility so he can be the one 
to win María’s heart, thus making Xibalba the winner of the bet. 
He’s not exactly evil but rather mischievous, and contrary to La 
Muerte doesn’t believe there’s good left in humanity.

La Muerte
La Muerte is the ruler of the Land of the Remembered and 
Xibalba’s wife. She and her estranged husband make a bet on 
who will win Marías’s heart, with Manolo being her pick after 
showing his kindness by giving her a piece of bread when she 
approached him disguised as an old woman. She’s a generous 
goddess and believes in the pureness of humankind. However, 
she won’t tolerate cheaters, as seen when she learns of 
Xibalba’s dirty tricks.
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MEET WRITER & DIRECTOR 
JORGE R. GUTIERREZ 

Jorge R. Gutierrez is a Mexican animator, painter, 
writer & director who, along with his wife and muse 
Sandra Equihua, created the multiple Annie & 
Emmy Award winning animated television series 
"El Tigre: The Adventures of Manny Rivera "for 
Nickelodeon.  Born in Mexico City and raised in 
Tijuana, Gutierrez has completed various films, 
cartoons, illustrations and paintings exploring his 
love affair with Mexican pop and folk culture. 
Gutierrez attended the California Institute of the 
Arts (CalArts), where he received his BFA & MFA 
in Experimental Animation under Jules Engel. In 
2014 Gutierrez co-wrote and directed the animated 
feature "The Book of Life" for Reel FX and 20th 
Century Fox. He earned his first Golden Globe 
Award nomination for Best Animated Feature Film 
in 2014. In 2017 he wrote and directed the Emmy 
nominated VR short "Son of Jaguar" for Google. 
He is currently writing and directing "Maya And The 
Three" as his first limited series for Netflix.
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MEET PRODUCER 
GUILLERMO DEL TORO 

Guillermo del Toro is among the most creative 
and visionary artists of his generation, whose 
distinctive style is showcased through his work 
as a filmmaker, screenwriter, producer, and 
author. Born in Guadalajara, Mexico, del Toro 
first gained worldwide recognition for the 1993 
Mexican-American co-production, "Cronos," a 
supernatural horror film, which he directed from 
his own screenplay, after beginning his career 
working as a special effects makeup artist. His 
subsequent films include "Mimic," "The Devil’s 
Backbone," "Hellboy," "Pan’s Labyrinth," 
"Hellboy II: The Golden Army," "Pacific Rim," 
and "Crimson Peak." He earned international 
acclaim as the director, writer, and producer of 
the 2006 aforementioned fantasy drama, "Pan’s 
Labyrith." He was honored with an Oscar 
nomination for his original screenplay for the 
film, which won Academy Awards for Art 
Direction, Cinematography, and Makeup. In all, 
the film garnered more than 40 international 
awards and appeared on more than 35 critics’ 
lists of the year’s best films...del Toro wrote and 
directed "The Shape of Water," which was 
nominated for 13 Academy Awards, and won 4, 
including Best Director and Best Picture. He also 
won a Golden Globe for Best Director and was 
nominated for Best Screenplay and Best Motion 
Picture-Drama for "The Shape of Water." He 
also won a DGA, a Critics' Choice Movie Award, 
a BAFTA for Best Director, and a PGA for the 
film. (wmespeakers.com)
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Voice Actor Biographies 

Diego Luna - Manolo (Voice)
Diego Luna is a Mexican actor, producer, and director. He was born in Mexico 
City on the 19th of December, 2979. His mother was a British costume designer, 
who worked in the film industry and made sure that Luna would be immersed in 
this life as well. Fiona died in a car accident when Luna was two years old. His 
father, Alejandro is one of the most acclaimed living theatre, film and opera set 
designers, who reinforced the importance of theatre and the arts in his life. When 
Luna was a child, Alejandro would bring him to the sets and mentor him in 
different aspects of art, furthering in him a desire to become an actor and uphold 
the family tradition. After starring in telenovelas early in his career, he has 
appeared in many films, including “Y tu mamá también” (2001), “Dirty Dancing: 
Havana Nights” (2004), “Rudo y Cursi” (2008) and the Star Wars anthology film 
“Rogue One” (2016). He also provided the Spanish language narration for the 
National Geographic Channel documentary “Great Migrations” (2010). In 2011, 
Luna played the male lead in Katy Perry's music video for "The One That Got 
Away". In June 2012, he directed his first English-language film “Cesar 
Chávez” (2014), a biopic about the life of the American labor leader, who 
founded the United Farm Workers. During the same year, Luna and Bernal 
starred together for the fourth time, this time in the American Spanish-language 
film “Casa de Mi Padre” (2012) with Will Ferrell. On 20 March 2015, he joined the 
cast for Ana Lily Amirpour's cannibal film “The Bad Batch” (2016). In 2016, he 
was a member of the jury for the Un Certain Regard section of the 2016 Cannes 
Film Festival. 

Zoe Saldana - Maria (Voice)
Zoe Saldana is an American Actress. She was born in Saldana and was born 
June 19, 1978 in Passaic, New Jersey. Her father, Aridio Saldaña, was 
Dominican, while her mother, Asalia Nazario, is Puerto Rican. She spent the 
majority of her early childhood growing up in Jackson Heights, New York. She 
was raised bilingual, speaking English and Spanish. She has two sisters, Cisely 
and Mariel. Their father died in a car crash when Zoe was 9 years old, and their 
mother subsequently moved with the children to the Dominican Republic. 
Saldana discovered her love of dance in the Dominican Republic and enrolled in 
the ECOS Espacio de Danza Academy; she studied various forms of dance, but 
describes ballet as her first passion. She told Vanity Fair that she quit ballet 
because she did not "have the feet" and had too much pride and ambition to just 
be in the corps de ballet. The family returned to New York after her sophomore 
year at Newtown High School. In 1995, she began performing with the Faces 
theater group in Brooklyn. Concurrently, she performed with the New York Youth 
Theater; her appearance in their production of "Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat" led a talent agency to recruit her. Her previous dance 
training, and her acting experience, helped her land her first film role, playing 
talented and headstrong ballet student Eva Rodriguez in “Center Stage” (2000). 
She has starred in the films “Crossroads” (2000), “Drumline” (2002), “Pirates of 
the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl" (2003), “Avatar” (2009), and 
“Guardians of the Galaxy” (2014). On May 3, 2018, she received a star on the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame, honoring her legacy in the motion picture industry. She 
will reprise her role as Neytiri in the sequels "Avatar 2" and "Avatar 3" which will 
release in 2021 and 2023 respectively.
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Channing Tatum - Joaquin (Voice)
Channing Tatum is an American actor, dancer, and former stripper. He was born 
in Cullman Alabama on April 26, 1980. He is the son of Kay (née Faust), an 
airline worker, and Glenn Tatum, who worked in construction. He has a sister 
named Paige. He is mostly of English ancestry. His family moved to the 
Pascagoula, Mississippi area when he was six. He grew up in the bayous near 
the Mississippi River, where he lived in a rural setting. Tatum has discussed 
having dealt with attention deficit disorder (ADD) and dyslexia while growing up, 
which affected his ability to do well in school. Athletic while growing up, he played 
football, soccer, track, baseball, and performing martial arts. Tatum spent most of 
his teenage years in the Tampa area. He later attended Glenville State College in 
Glenville, West Virginia on a football scholarship, but dropped out. He returned 
home and started working odd jobs. US Weekly reported that around this time 
Tatum left his job as a roofer and began working as a stripper at a local 
nightclub. In 2010, he told an Australian newspaper that he wanted to make a 
movie about his experiences as a stripper. That idea led to the movie "Magic 
Mike." Tatum moved to Miami, where he was discovered by a model talent scout. 
Tatum made his film debut in the drama film “Coach Carter” (2005). His 
breakthrough role was in the 2006 dance film “Step Up,” which introduced him to 
a wider audience. He is known for his portrayal of the character Duke in the 2009 
action film “G.I. Joe: The Rise of Cobra” and its 2013 sequel “G.I. Joe: 
Retaliation”. Although both G.I. Joe films received negative reviews from critics, 
they were commercially successful, grossing more than $300 million at the box 
office. Tatum is also known for his leading role in “Magic Mike” (2012), and its 
2015 sequel, which he produced; he also starred in the action-comedy film “21 
Jump Street” and its 2014 sequel, “22 Jump Street”. He appeared in films as 
“Dear John” (2010) and “The Vow” (2012). His other films include “She's the 
Man” (2006), “The Dilemma” (2011), “White House Down” (2013), the drama 
“Foxcatcher” (2014), “The Hateful Eight” (2015) and “Hail, Caesar!” (2016).

Ice Cube – Candlemaker (Voice)
O’Shea Jackson, known commonly by his stage name, Ice Cube, is an American 
rapper, actor, producer, director, and writer. He was born on June 15, 1969, in 
Baldwin Hills, South Central Los Angeles.  In his early teens, Jackson developed 
an interest in hip hop music, and began writing raps in Los Angeles George 
Washington Preparatory High School's Keyboard Class. On the origins of his 
rapper name, Ice Cube says that it came from his older brother. He is quoted as 
saying "He threatened to slam me into a freezer and pull me out when I was an 
ice cube. I just started using that name, and it just caught on." He enrolled at the 
Phoenix Institute of Technology in the fall of 1987 in Arizona. Being passionate 
about architecture, he studied architectural drafting. He completed his diploma 
within one year and returned to Los Angeles to pursue a rap career. Ice Cube 
initially gained recognition in 1986 as a member of the hip hop group C.I.A., 
which gained limited commercial success prior to disbanding around the time 
N.W.A formed. Ice Cube, alongside Dr. Dre and Eazy E, formed the group 
N.W.A. After leaving N.W.A in December 1989, Ice Cube embarked on a 
successful solo career. Following the release of Death Certificate, Ice Cube 
transitioned into film, where his popularity was further enhanced by his starring 
role in “Boyz n the Hood” (1991), where his performance was heavily praised. He 
also wrote and starred in the “Friday” film series (1995-present), which 
contributed to reinventing his public image as a movie star. Ice Cube has also 
featured in the “Barbershop”(2002), “Ride Along”(2014), and “XXX” film series 
(2002-present), while also serving as a producer to several other films, including 
“Straight Outta Compton”(2015), a biographical film depicting the career of 
N.W.A..



Kate del Castillo - Death (Voice)
Kate del Castillo Negrete Trillo is a Mexican actress. She is the daughter of 
Kate Trillo and Eric del Castillo, a legend of Mexican cinema and a soap opera 
actor himself. Del Castillo has two siblings: a sister, the journalist Verónica del 
Castillo, and a half-brother, Ponciano, from her father's side. At the age of 18, 
del Castillo became known for her lead role in the telenovela “Muchachitas for 
Televisa” in 1991. Afterwards, she continued her career in film and television 
in Latin America. In 2011, del Castillo earned recognition in the United States 
for playing the lead role in “La Reina del Sur” (2011). Subsequently, del 
Castillo has worked in several American TV series and had supporting roles in 
Hollywood feature films.

Ron Perlman – Xilbalba (Voice)
Ronald Perlman is an American television, film, stage, and voice actor. He 
was born in Washington Heights, New York on April 13, 1950. He played the 
roles of Amoukar in “Quest for Fire” (1981), Salvatore in “The Name of the 
Rose” (1986), Vincent on the television series “Beauty and the Beast” (1987–
1990), for which he won a Golden Globe Award, One in “The City of Lost 
Children” (1995), Johner in “Alien: Resurrection” (1997), Hellboy in both 
“Hellboy” (2004) and its sequel “Hellboy II: The Golden Army” (2008), Clay 
Morrow on the television series “Sons of Anarchy” (2008–2013) and Nino in 
“Drive” (2011). Perlman is also known as a collaborator of “Hellboy” director 
Guillermo del Toro, having roles in the del Toro films “Cronos” (1993), “Blade 
II” (2002), and “Pacific Rim” (2013). He is also known for his voice-over work 
as the narrator of the post-apocalyptic game series “Fallout” (1997–present), 
Clayface in the DC Animated Universe, Slade in the animated series “Teen 
Titans” (2003–2006), the Stabbington brothers in “Tangled” (2010), The Lich 
in “Adventure Time” (2011–2017) and Xibalba in “The Book of Life” (2014).
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• Xibalba is voiced by Ron Perlman, who has worked with Executive Producer
Guillermo del Toro on Cronos and both Hellboy movies, among others.

• Gutierrez spent over 14 years trying to get this movie off the ground. In addition, he
also wrote the film's art book and animated all of the 2-D sequences by himself.

• Grey Delisle, Carlos Alazraqui, and Eric Bauza have minor and supporting roles in
this film, all of whom had lead roles in Jorge Guiterrez's previous work El Tigre: The
Adventures of Manny Rivera (Frida, Puma Loco, and White Pantera respectively).

• Joaquin's "Say My Name" habit was ad-libbed by Channing Tatum.

• Diego Luna and Zoe Saldana also played love interests in The "Terminal" (2004).

• Xibalba is the name of the mayan Underworld.

• Diego Luna does the dialogue for both English and the Spanish dubbing versions of
the film.

• Director Jorge Gutierrez was also the creator of the animated Nickelodeon show El
Tigre: The Adventures of Manny Rivera.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

24

1. What are the names of the two lands where the dead go?

2. What is La Muerte made of?

3. What is Xibalba made of?

4. What is the candlemaker made of?

5. What was Joaquin’s father’s profession?

6. What is the family profession of Manolo Sanchez?

7. What would Manolo rather do?

8. What do Joaquin and Manolo both want?

9. What is the bet between La Muerte and Xibalba?

10. What is special about the day of Manolo’s first bullfight?

11. How did Manolo win Maria’s heart?

12. What is Joaquin’s battle cry?

13. What did Manolo do to be with Maria?

14. Why couldn’t Manolo find Maria in the Land of the Remembered?

15. Who is in charge of the Cave of Souls?

16. What does each candle in the Cave of Souls Represent?

17. What is the challenge Manolo must face to get his life back? What happens if he loses?

18. “Manolo’s fear was never bullfighting.” What was Manolo’s greatest fear?

19. Joaquin learned that to be a true hero you have to be __________________________
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CRITICAL ACCLAIM

"Sports gorgeous, marionette-inspired character design - mucho love has gone into the 
matadors' bespoke jackets - and a palette so warm you feel yourself developing tanlines 
around your 3D specs." -Guardian

"Not dissimilar in merrily ghoulish spirit to 'The Nightmare Before Christmas', it's hugely 
entertaining." -Time Out

"A visual feast in every frame." -The Wrap

"Overflowing with hyperactive charm and a spectacular sea of colors, it showcases some of 
the most breathtaking animation we've seen this decade." -Entertainment Weekly

"The characters move around in a thoroughly realized universe full of imaginative and 
beautifully rendered detail." -AV Club

"The movie is one giant, family-friendly folk-art fiesta, and more that, really, than a saga 
whose ins and outs wildly captivate or make us care." - Daily Telegraph 
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