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FILM OVERVIEW
The Prince of Egypt

PG | 99 min / Animation, Adventure, Drama / December 18, 1998

DreamWorks Animation / Dreamworks Pictures

Egyptian Prince Moses learns of his identity as a Hebrew and his destiny to become the 
chosen deliverer of his people.

Voice Actors:
Val Kilmer- Moses / God (voice)
Ralph Fiennes- Rameses (voice)
Michelle Pfeiffer- Tzipporah (voice)
Sandra Bullock- Miriam (voice)
Jeff Goldblum- Aaron (voice)
Danny Glover- Jethro (voice)
Patrick Stewart- Seti (voice)
Helen Mirren- The Queen (voice)
Steve Martin- Hotep (voice)
Martin Short- Huy (voice)

Directed by: 
Brenda Chapman 
Steve Hickner 
Simon Wells

Screenplay by:
Philip LaZebnik



THE MAKING OF 
THE PRINCE OF 

EGYPT
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DIRECTOR BRENDA CHAPMAN ON 
BRINGING THE PRINCE OF EGYPT

 TO THE SCREEN
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"We were trying to make films that weren’t feeling like they were just for 
children. We wanted to make films that everyone would go see. We wanted 
to say we can make a drama in animation and it not just be where parents 
drop their kids off at the theater like they used to, or just use them as 
babysitters. We wanted to do something that reached more adults. I think we 
were looking more at the Japanese template where there’s so many different 
forms of animation over there and it’s considered filmmaking and an art form 
and it’s not looked down upon as kids’ stuff. Animation in the U.S. has always 
been the bastard child of the industry. It still is in many ways because it’s still 
sort of the old Hollywood system where we only have a cartoonist union, but 
many of the people like directors and editors aren’t covered by unions like 
the live-action division is because of the animation guidelines."



Composer and lyricist Stephen Schwartz began working on writing songs for the film from 
the beginning of the film's production. As the story evolved, he continued to write songs that 
would serve to both entertain and help move the story along. Schwartz discusses how the 
song “Deliver us, was the very first thing that I wrote for the film. It was very important to me 
that as a lyricist, that people be engaged right away in the sufferings and struggles of the 
Hebrews and that they be sympathetic to their plight immediately. Also, that they connect 
with the story on a more personal level”. Composer Hans Zimmer arranged and produced 
the songs and eventually wrote the film's score. The film's score was recorded entirely in 
London, England. He discusses  how he “ instantly embraced this incredible challenge 
because you’re dealing with such history, you’re dealing with so many people’s emotions 
and beliefs and truly the cornerstones of who they are”.

Three soundtrack albums were released simultaneously for “The Prince of Egypt”(1998), 
each of them aimed towards a different target audience. While the other two accompanying 
records, the country-themed "Nashville" soundtrack and the gospel-based "Inspirational" 
soundtrack, functioned as film tributes, the official “The Prince of Egypt” soundtrack 
contained the actual songs from the film. The album combines elements from the score 
composed by Hans Zimmer and film songs by Stephen Schwartz. The songs were either 
voiced over by professional singers (such as Salisbury Cathedral Choir), or sung by the 
film's voice actors, such as Michelle Pfeiffer and Ofra Haza. Various tracks by contemporary 
artists such as K-Ci & JoJo and Boyz II Men were added, including the Mariah Carey and 
Whitney Houston duet "When You Believe", a Babyface rewrite of the original Stephen 
Schwartz composition, sung by Michelle Pfeiffer and Sally Dworsky in the film. Amy Grant 
also sings a version of "River Lullaby".

ON THE SOUND DESIGN
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Jeffrey Katzenberg had frequently suggested an animated adaptation of The Ten 
Commandments while working for The Walt Disney Company, and he decided to put the 
idea into production after founding DreamWorks in 1995. To make this inaugural project, 
DreamWorks Animation employed artists who had worked for Walt Disney Feature 
Animation and the recently disbanded Amblimation, totaling a crew of 350 people from 34 
different nations. The film has a blend of traditional animation and computer-generated 
imagery, created using software from Toon Boom Animation and Silicon Graphics.
Art directors Kathy Altieri and Richard Chavez and Production Designer Derek Gogol led a 
team of nine visual development artists in setting a visual style for the film that was 
representative of the time, the scale and the architectural style of Ancient Egypt. Part of the 
process also included the research and collection of artwork from various artists, as well as 
taking part in trips such as a two-week trip across Egypt by the filmmakers before the film's 
production began.

Character Designers Carter Goodrich, Carlos Grangel, and Nicolas Marlet worked on setting 
the design and overall look of the characters. Drawing on various inspirations for the widely 
known characters, the team of character designers worked on designs that had a more 
realistic feel than the usual animated characters up to that time. Both character design and 
art direction worked to set a definite distinction between the symmetrical, more angular look 
of the Egyptians versus the more organic, natural look at the Hebrews and their related 
environments. The Backgrounds department, headed by supervisors Paul Lasaine and Ron 
Lukas, oversaw a team of artists who were responsible for painting the sets/backdrops from 
the layouts. Within the film, approximately 934 hand-painted backgrounds were created. The 
animation team for “The Prince of Egypt”(1998), including 350 artists from 34 different 
nations, was primarily recruited both from Walt Disney Feature Animation, which had fallen 
into Katzenberg's auspices while at The Walt Disney Company and from Amblimation, a 
defunct division of Steven Spielberg's Amblin Entertainment. As at Disney's, character 
animators were grouped into teams by character: for example, Kristoff Serrand, as the

ON THE ANIMATION AND DESIGN
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 supervising animator of Older Moses, set the acting style of the characters and the assigned 
scenes to his team. Consideration was given to properly depicting the ethnicities of the ancient 
Egyptians, Hebrews, and Nubians seen in the film.

There are 1,192 scenes in the film, and 1,180 of them have special effects in them. These 
special effects were elements such as wind blowing or environmental features such as dust or 
rainwater. These were also effects design in terms of lightning, as it casts its shadows and 
images into a given scene. In the end, these effects helped the animators graphically illustrate 
scenes such as the ten plagues of Egypt and the parting of the Red Sea. The animated 
characters were digitally inked and painted using Cambridge Systems' Animo software system, 
and the compositing of the 2D and 3D elements was done using the 
"Exposure Tool", a digital solution developed for DreamWorks by Silicon Graphics.
The Supervising Animators give some insight on their inspirations and techniques for the 
animation of the film. 

Fabio Lignini: The animator of Aaron
“It’s a new style and a very realistic style so we’re not drawing cartoony rabbits or mice, just 
drawing real human beings. I think every animator puts a lot of himself in the characters. We 
actually close our doors and act the scenes out before we start drawing them. Then we start to 
try and put it to paper.”

Kristof Serrand: The animator of Seti and older Moses. 
“I use a mirror a lot and have a mirror in front of myself, drawing funny faces, hands, and 
different angles.”

David Brewster: The animator of the Queen.
“I just use a lot of influences from my own life. I try and do things that are natural. Hopefully 
Moses and other relationships come off like that too. I made it so she’s always touching him, 
she’s trying to console him. My mother would do that whenever I got too upset. 

Serguei Kouchnerov: The animator of Baby Moses and younger Rameses
"It’s all coming from your heart and there’s nothing you can really fake. I went to the recording 
sessions and it was very helpful because Jeff had his very personal way of moving and things 
that he does”.
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Hans Zimmer on his Oscar-nominated score: “I said after ‘The Lion King,’ that’s animation 
enough for me. There were other movies at Disney which I could have had access to, and I 
kept thinking, ‘What am I going to do with this? I’ve done this.’ But Jeffrey Katzenberg 
knows exactly how to push my buttons. If he says the impossible to me, I’ll get interested.” 
It was about four years ago, as Katzenberg was founding DreamWorks with partners 
Steven Spielberg and David Geffen, that Zimmer and Schwartz were brought in to begin 
work on the Moses story. “I get this phone call from Jeffrey and he says, ‘We’re going to do 
a movie about the Bible,’” Zimmer recalls. His response? “This is a joke, right?” When some 
on the team were having doubts about Schwartz’s crucial first song, “Deliver Us,” which 
voices the Hebrew slaves’ anguish in captivity, Zimmer thought, “Maybe it’s about the 
presentation, the orchestration, the arrangement.” He phoned Katzenberg and said, “Stop. 
Don’t make him rewrite it. Let me have a go at this.” Zimmer created a setting for chorus 
and orchestra, incorporating Middle Eastern instruments and Israeli singer Ofra Haza, that 
worked for everyone and which now opens the film.

While virtually everyone on the film was working with religious scholars and advisors 
(Schwartz even visited Egypt and the Sinai in search of inspiration), Zimmer told 
Katzenberg, “I’m going to be the one guy on the team that won’t read the Bible until we’re 
finished, because you have to have one loose cannon who can say, ‘Well, why can’t we get 
Moses to do this and this?’ ” His toughest assignment was writing the music for the burning- 
bush sequence, in which Moses hears the voice of God. After listening to dozens of 
classical recordings with religious significance, he gave up and decided to write from a 
purely personal point of view. “I was trying to find my own way of deculturalization it and at 
the same time making it very specific about a spiritual experience that, at that moment, 
other people could feel,” he says. After that, the music for the parting of the Red Sea--a 
massive musical statement that includes 16 French horns playing rapidly ascending runs--
was easy, Zimmer says. (Los Angeles Times)

ON THE MUSIC
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The story of “The Prince of Egypt” (1988) is based on the Bible’s Book of Exodus. The book 
of Exodus is the story of God rescuing the children of Israel from Egypt and forging a 
relationship with them. The story begins as the young nation of Israel is in Egypt. A new 
Pharaoh notices the Israelites multiplying, and enslaves them. Afraid of an uprising, he 
orders that all Hebrew sons should be cast into the Nile River at birth. But one baby boy 
escapes this fate: the Hebrew Moses grows up in Pharaoh’s household. When adult Moses 
kills an abusive Egyptian slave driver, he flees the country.  Forty years later, God appears 
to Moses as a burning bush and sends him to free Israel from the hand of Pharaoh. Moses, 
with the help of his brother Aaron, confronts Pharaoh on God’s behalf saying, “Let My 
people go.” Pharaoh refuses, and so God sends the famous 10 plagues upon the Egyptians. 
When the last plague kills Pharaoh’s son, he finally allows the Israelites to leave. 

The Israelites celebrate and then set out into the wilderness. Pharaoh changes his mind and 
sends his army to recapture them. God saves Israel miraculously by parting the Red Sea 
and allowing Israel to escape their would-be captors—and then uses the sea to wash away 
Pharaoh’s army. The Israelites leave Egypt and make their way to the wilderness. God 
descends on the top of a mountain and gives Moses his laws. Because he rescued them 
from Egypt, Israel is to observe his rules. God speaks the Ten Commandments to the whole 
nation of Israel, and the people agree to it. The book of Exodus ends with the Israelites 
creating a place of worship for God, and God dwelling among His chosen people, Israel. 

THE STORY OF THE PRINCE OF EGYPT 
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MEET DIRECTOR BRENDA CHAPMAN 
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Brenda Chapman, born November 1, 1962, is an American 
writer, storyboard artist, and director. In 1998, she became 
the first woman to direct an animated feature from a major 
studio, DreamWorks Animation's “The Prince of 
Egypt” (1998). She co-directed the Disney/Pixar film 
“Brave” (2012), becoming the first woman to win the 
Academy Award for Best Animated Feature. Chapman was 
born in Beason, Illinois and attended Lincoln College in 
Lincoln, Illinois. She then moved to California and studied 
animation at the California Institute of the Arts. After 
graduating with a BFA in character animation, she was a 
story trainee on the Disney animated film “The Little 
Mermaid” (1989). She was one of several key story artists on 
Disney's “Beauty and the Beast” (1991), where she worked 
closely with future Disney director Roger Allers to define 
many of the key sequences and motifs used in the film. She 
later served as head of story, the first woman to do so in an 
animated feature film, for Disney's animated classic “The 
Lion King” (1994). Chapman also worked in story and 
development for other Disney animated films such as “The 
Rescuers Down Under” (1990), “The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame” (1996), and “Fantasia 2000” (2000). She joined 
DreamWorks Animation at its inception in the fall of 1994. 
Chapman was one of a team of three directors who worked 
on 1998's “The Prince of Egypt,” (1998) along with Steve 
Hickner and Simon Wells. She became the first woman to 
land a directing role in an animated feature by a major 
studio. Chapman moved to Pixar in 2003 where she had a 
brief stint on “Cars” (2006) before beginning development on 
and directing “Brave” (2012). Chapman conceived the 
project and was announced as the director of the film, 
making her Pixar's first female director. In October 2010, 
however, she was replaced by Mark Andrews following 
creative disagreements between her and John Lasseter. In 
2013, she returned to her old employer, DreamWorks 
Animation, where she helped in developing 
“Rumblewick” (since cancelled). In May 2016, it was reported 
that Chapman would make her live-action directorial debut 
with “Come Away” (2020), a fantasy drama that serves as a 
prequel to Alice in Wonderland and Peter Pan. 



MEET DIRECTOR STEVE HICKNER 
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Steve Hickner has spent over thirty-five years working 
at some of the most fabled studios in animation; 
including: DreamWorks, Disney, Amblimation, Aardman, 
Hanna-Barbera and Filmation. He has worked on both 
the production and artistic sides of the process, serving 
as Producer on such films as:  “American Tail II: Fievel 
Goes West” (1991), “We’re Back! A Dinosaur’s 
Story” (1993), and “Balto” (1995).  His director credits 
include “Bee Movie” (2007), and “The Prince of 
Egypt” (1998).   In addition, he has contributed to such 
feature films as “Who Framed Roger Rabbit?” (1988), 
“The Little Mermaid” (1989), “The Great Mouse 
Detective” (1986), “Madagascar” (2005), “Shrek Forever 
After” (2010), “Peabody and Sherman” (2014) and 
“Home” (2015).  His television credits include “He-Man 
and the Masters of the Universe” and much more. Most 
recently, Steve has contributed to location-based 
entertainment projects in Singapore, Dubai, China, 
London, and Hollywood.  He has been a guest speaker 
at many colleges and universities, film festivals and 
animation events.  He is the author of “Animating Your 
Career,” and “Animation Rules!”



Born in Cambridge, Wells attended The Perse School 
and De Montfort University where he studied audio-
visual design. Upon graduating he found a job at 
Richard Williams's studio where he animated 
commercials and other projects. Wells later supervised 
the animation on “Who Framed Roger Rabbit” (1988). 
Wells later became a member of Amblimation, a studio 
owned by Steven Spielberg, where he served as 
director on films such as “An American Tail: Fievel 
Goes West” (1991), “We're Back! A Dinosaur's 
Story” (1993), and “Balto” (1995). Wells was set to 
direct a sequel to “Casper” (1995), but the project was 
cancelled. After the closure of Amblimation, Wells 
joined DreamWorks where he worked as storyboard 
artist on many animated projects, he also directed “The 
Prince of Egypt” (1998) which was nominated for an 
Annie Award. In 2002 he directed his first live-action 
film, a film adaptation of his great-grandfather's book 
“The Time Machine” (2002). In 2011 he co-wrote and 
directed “Mars Needs Moms” (2011) using motion-
capture technology during the filming.

MEET DIRECTOR SIMON WELLS
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Film Vocabulary
Actor/Actress A person who plays the role of a character in a movie. 
Action A term called out by the director to start filming. (“Action!”) 
Action Film A fast-paced adventure movie. 
Agent A person responsible for the business of an actor or artist. 
Animated Film A movie made by a series of picture 

drawings or computer graphics. 
Behind the Scenes The work done off-camera while making a film. 
Bird’s Eye View A camera shot from above as a bird would see flying over. 
Boom Microphone A microphone placed on an extendable rod. 
Boom Operator A member of the sound crew who works the boom microphone. 
Best Boy A person responsible for operation and equipment 

in the lighting or grip departments. 
Blockbuster A movie that is a major success. 
Camera A device for recording images. 
Camera Crew A group of workers that operate the cameras. 
Camera Angle The point of view from the camera. 
Cameo A small part played by a famous person as a guest appearance. 
Cast All the actors that are in a movie. 
Casting The process of choosing actors for a movie. 
Cinematographer The person in charge of the photography and camera work . 
Clapboard A small board that shows the information of the 

movie. It is “clapped” to start the take. 
Clip A brief segment from a movie. 
Close-up Shot A zoomed in shot that shows a person or item that fills the screen. 
Comedy A funny movie. 
Costume Designer A person who designs the costumes for a movie. 
Crane A large machine that lifts the camera high off the ground. 
Credits A list of all the people who helped make the movie. 
Critic A person who writes reviews of films. 
Cut A term used by the director to stop filming. (“Cut!”) 
Digital Camera 
Profile (DCP) 

A collection of digital files used to store and convey digital 
cinema (DC) audio, image, and data streams.

Director The leading artist on a movie set, in charge of making the film. 
Documentary Film A movie that shows real events and follows actual people. 
Dolly A wheeled support for the camera. 
Double An actor who stands in for another actor during special scenes. 
Drama A movie with an exciting, emotional, or unexpected storyline. 

Editing Choosing, arranging, and fixing clips to create a scene. 
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The The processprocess  of makingof making  a a movie movie fromfrom  anan  initial ideainitial idea  
  editing.editing.  

AA  ccamera amera shot fromshot from  far away,far away,  usuallyusually  showingshowing  ththe e charactercharacter  
as as very smallvery small  inin  comparisoncomparison  toto  theirtheir  surroundings.surroundings.  

Someone Someone who who adaptsadapts  a a musicalmusical  compositioncomposition  forfor  
voicesvoices  and and instrumentsinstruments  toto  aa  movie.movie.  
AA  moviemovie  whewhere re singingsinging  andand  dancingdancing  isis  usedused  asas  a a mainmain  
formform  of of communication.communication.  

EditorEditor  A person in charge of editing.A person in charge of editing.  
ExtraExtra  AA  personperson  wwho ho appearsappears  inin  a a movimovie e usuusually aally as s partpart  ofof  aa  crowdcrowd  oror  

inin  the backgroundthe background  ofof  aa  scene.scene.  
Fast MotionFast Motion  AA  shot in ashot in a  movimovie e thatthat  appearsappears  to to movemove  muchmuch  fasterfaster  thanthan  

other shots.other shots.  

Film FestivalFilm Festival  An An event event where where multiple multiple filmfilms s are are viewed viewed and and often often prempremiere iere forfor  thethe  
firfirsst t time.time.  SSomeome  filmfilm  festivalsfestivals  hahaveve  aa  consistentconsistent  themetheme  
throughout each film.throughout each film.  

FilmmakingFilmmaking  
through through scriptwriting,scriptwriting,  shooting,shooting,  directing,directing,  andand

FlashbackFlashback  A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.A scene that cuts to events that happened previously.  
Foreign FilmForeign Film  AA  moviemovie  produproducedced  outsideoutside  thethe  US.US.  
FrameFrame  One of the many still imagesOne of the many still images which com which compose the completepose the complete  

moving picturmoving picturee
GenreGenre  A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, A category of films, defined specific elements of style, form, etc.etc.  
Green ScreenGreen Screen  AA  greengreen  background background thathatt  actorsactors  areare  filmedfilmed  inin  front of that allowsfront of that allows  

computer graphicscomputer graphics  to to be be addedadded  laterlater  tto o changchange e thethe  background.background.  
Hair StylistHair Stylist  

A person responsible for maintaining acA person responsible for maintaining actors’ hairstyles during filming.tors’ hairstyles during filming.  

HighHigh-Angle -Angle ShotShot  A camera angle that lookA camera angle that looks down on a chars down on a character.acter.  
Independent FilmIndependent Film  A movie producA movie produced by a smaller studio.ed by a smaller studio.  
HorrorHorror  A scary movie.A scary movie.  
LightLightinging  ArArtifictificial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.ial light used for various technical and artistic purposes.  
LightLighting Crewing Crew  A group of technicA group of technicians who install and operate lighting.ians who install and operate lighting.  
LongLong-Sho-Shott  

LowLow-Ang-Anglele  ShotShot  A camera shot that looks up at a character.A camera shot that looks up at a character.  
MMakeake-up -up ArtistArtist  AA  personperson  inin  charge charge of actors’of actors’  makemake-up.-up.  
MovieMovie  A series of sA series of s rtill or moving images captured by a cametill or moving images captured by a camera.a. 
Music ArrangerMusic Arranger  

MusicalMusical  

PremierePremiere  

PropProp  Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.Anything an actor touches or uses on the set.  
PyrotechnicianPyrotechnician  A member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosA member of the crew with expertise in fire or explosions.ions.  
ReelReel  AA  metalmetal  spoolspool  that holdsthat holds  film.film.  

15

.The first official showing of a movieThe first official showing of a movie.  

Producer A person responsible for the financial and managerial aspects of making 
of a movie.



Scene A series of shots used in a movie. 
Screenplay A script written to be produced as a movie. 

Sci-Fi A movie based on an imagined future, usually relating to scientific or 
technological advances. 

Script The written text of a play, movie, or broadcast. 
Sequel A movie that is a continuation of the story of a previous movie 
Setting The time and space in which a story takes place. 
Set Designer The person responsible for turning the idea of the movie’s 

environment into a set that can be used for filming. 
Slow Motion A shot in a movie that appears to move much slower than the rest 

of the shots. 
Sound Effects Audio added by the sound crew after filming. 

Soundtrack The collection of songs played throughout the movie. 

Spaghetti Western A western filmed in Italy, often with American leading actors. 

Special Effects An artificial effect used to create an illusion in a movie. 

Spoof A comedy movie that humorously mimics another movie/ 

Star A famous actor or actress. 

Steadicam A device that keeps a camera steady and makes the 
shot look smoother. 

Storyboard Pictures created to show the ideas of a scene or movie. 

Studio A company that produces films. 
Stunt A dangerous action performed in a movie. 

Stuntman A performer who fills in for actors during dangerous scenes. 

Take One version of a specific shot in a movie. 

Talkie An early term for a film with sound and recorded voices. 

Trailer A short preview for a movie. 

Trainer A person who works with animals to perform various behaviors in movie. 

Voice-Over Artist A person hired to do the voices for animated characters. 

Wacom Cintiq A device that allows a user to draw images on a tablet screen that are 
digitized into a computer, like electronic pen and paper. 
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Western A movie about cowboys, usually set in western North America. 

Wrap A phrase used by the director when finished shooting. (“That’s a wrap!”) 

Writer A term for someone who creates written work for a film. 

Zoom Shot A shot that magnifies an object’s size. 
3-D Film A movie that uses technology to make it seem as though 

you are watching it with three dimensions. 

17



Visualizing Film Vocabulary

Reel Script Low Angle Shot

Boom Microphone 
and Operator Dolly Wacom Cintiq 

Clapboard Steadicam Storyboard 

Camera Crew Director Film Festival 

18



Visualizing Film Vocabulary 

Clay Sculptures Avars (Hinges) Colorscripts 

Script Voice Actors 
Lighting Technical 

Designer 

Stimulation Department 
Storyboards Virtual Camera 

19



Zipporah
Jethro's oldest daughter and Moses's wife.

20

Miriam
Aaron's sister and Moses's biological sister.

Moses
A Hebrew man who was adopted by Pharaoh Seti I and Queen 
Tuya.

Character Profiles



Jethro
Zipporah's father and Midian's high priest.

Aaron
Miriam's brother and Moses's biological brother.

21

Ramesses II 
Moses's adoptive brother and the eventual successor to Seti.



Queen Tuya
Seti's wife, Rameses's mother and Moses's adoptive mother.

22

Pharaoh Seti
Rameses's father and Moses's adoptive father, the Pharaoh in 
the beginning of the film



Voice Actor Biographies 

Val Kilmer- Moses / God (voice)
Val Kilmer not only stars as Moses in the film, but also plays the voice of God. 
He was born in Los Angeles, California, to Gladys Swanette (Ekstadt) and 
Eugene Dorris Kilmer, who was a real estate developer and aerospace 
equipment distributor. His mother, born in Indiana, was from a Swedish family, 
and his father was from Texas. Val studied at Hollywood's Professional's 
School and, in his teens, entered Juilliard's drama program. His professional 
acting career began on stage, and he still participates in theater; he played 
Hamlet at the 1988 Colorado Shakespeare Festival. His film debut was in the 
1984 spoof “Top Secret!” (1984), wherein he starred as blond rock idol Nick 
Rivers. He was in a number of films throughout the 1980s, including the 1986 
smash “Top Gun” (1986). Despite his obvious talent and range, it wasn't until 
his astonishingly believable performance as Jim Morrison in Oliver Stone's 
“The Doors” (1991) that the world sat up and took notice. Kilmer again put his 
good baritone to use in the movie, performing all of the concert pieces. Since 
then, he has played two more American legends, Elvis Presley in “True 
Romance” (1993) and Doc Holliday in “Tombstone” (1993). In July 1994, it was 
announced that Kilmer would be taking over the role of Batman/Bruce Wayne 
from Michael Keaton. After refusing to repeat the Bruce Wayne role, Kilmer 
broke his Batman contract and signed on for the crime thriller “Heat” (1995), 
along with Robert De Niro and Al Pacino. In 1996, he co-starred with Michael 
Douglas in “The Ghost and the Darkness.” During the late 1990s, Kilmer 
delivered a string of less-than-successful performances, including in the films 
“The Saint” (1997), “At First Sight” (1999) and “Joe the King” (1999). After 
lending his booming voice to the role of Moses in “The Prince of Egypt'' in 
1998, he returned to form as a tormented drug addict in “The Salton 
Sea” (2002). (IMDB, Biography.com)

Ralph Fiennes – Rameses (voice)
Ralph Fiennes voices Ramses in the movie. He was born on December 22, 
1962 in Suffolk, England, to Jennifer Anne Mary Alleyne (Lash), a novelist, and 
Mark Fiennes, a photographer. He is the eldest of six children. Four of his 
siblings are also in the arts: Martha Fiennes, a director; Magnus Fiennes, a 
musician; Sophie Fiennes, a producer; and Joseph Fiennes, an actor. He is of 
English, Irish, and Scottish origin. A noted Shakespeare interpreter, he first 
achieved success onstage at the Royal National Theatre. Fiennes first worked 
on screen in 1990 and then made his film debut in 1992 as Heathcliff in Emily 
Brontë's Wuthering Heights (1992), opposite Juliette Binoche. 1993 was his 
"breakout year". He had a major role in the controversial Peter Greenaway film 
“The Baby of Mâcon” (1993), with Julia Ormond, which was poorly received. 
Later that year he became known internationally for portraying the amoral Nazi 
concentration camp commandant Amon Goeth in Steven Spielberg's 
“Schindler's List” (1993). For this he was nominated for the Academy Award for 
Best Supporting Actor and the Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actor. 
He did not win, but did win the Best Supporting Actor BAFTA Award for the 

O'Hara can be seen on the Canadian television comedy series “Schitt's Creek” (2015). 
Her work in the series earned two Canadian Screen Awards for Best Lead Actress (2016 
and 2017). This year, O’Hara won the Emmy for Outstanding Lead Actress in a Comedy 
Series for her role on “Schitt's Creek” (2020). 
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“Quiz Show” (1994). In 1996, he was nominated for the Academy 
Award for Best Actor for his performance as Count Almásy the World 
War II epic romance, and another Best Picture winner, Anthony 
Minghella's “The English Patient” (1996), in which he starred with 
Kristin Scott Thomas. He also received BAFTA and Golden Globe 
nominations, as well as two Screen Actors Guild (SAG) Award 
nominations, one for Best Actor and another shared with the film's 
ensemble cast. He is also known for his roles in major film franchises 
such as the Harry Potter film series (2005-2011), in which he played 
the evil Lord Voldemort. His nephew, Hero Fiennes Tiffin played Tom 
Riddle, the young Lord Voldemort, in “Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince” (2009). Ralph also appears in the James Bond series, 
in which he has played M, starting with the 2012 film “Skyfall” (2012). 
In 2011, Fiennes made his directorial debut with his film adaptation of 
Shakespeare's tragedy political thriller “Coriolanus” (2011), in which 
he also played the title character, opposite Gerard Butler and 
Vanessa Redgrave. Fiennes has won a Tony Award for playing 
Prince Hamlet on Broadway. In 2015, Fiennes played a music 
producer in Luca Guadagnino's “A Bigger Splash” (2015), starring 
opposite Tilda Swinton and Matthias Schoenaerts, and in 2016, 
Fiennes starred in Joel and Ethan Coen's “Hail, Caesar!” (2016). 
(IMDB)

Michelle Pfeiffer- Tzipporah (voice) 
Michelle Pfeiffer plays Moses’ wife, Tzipporah was born in Santa 
Ana, California, to Donna Jean (Taverna) and Richard Pfeiffer, a 
heating and air-conditioning contractor. She has an older brother and 
two younger sisters - Dedee Pfeiffer and Lori Pfeiffer, who both 
dabbled in acting and modeling but decided against making it their 
life's work. Her parents were both originally from North Dakota. Her 
father had German and British Isles ancestry, and her mother was of 
half Swiss-German and half Swedish descent. Pfeiffer graduated 
from Fountain Valley High School in 1976, and attended one year at 
the Golden West College, where she studied to become a court 
reporter. But it was while working as a supermarket checker at Vons, 
a large Southern California grocery chain, that she realized her true 
calling. She was married to actor/director Peter Horton ("Gary" of 
“Thirtysomething” (1987)) in 1981. They were later divorced, and she 
then had a three year relationship with actor Fisher Stevens. When 
that did not work out, Pfeiffer decided she did not want to wait any 
longer before having her own family, and in March 1993, she 
adopted a baby girl, Claudia Rose. On November 13th of the same 
year, she married lawyer-turned-writer/producer David E. Kelley, 
creator of “Picket Fences” (1992), “Chicago Hope” (1994), “The 
Practice” (1997), and “Boston Public” (2000). On August 5, 1994, 
their son John Henry was born. Selective about her work, Pfeiffer 
starred in the horror-supernatural flick “What Lies Beneath” (2000), 
with Harrison Ford. She also co-starred with Sean Penn in “I Am 
Sam” (2001), the heart-wrenching story of a mentally challenged man 
who fights to keep his young daughter. She continued to explore 
family issues with 2002's “White Oleander,” playing a mother 
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2012's “Dark Shadows,” co-starring with actor Johnny Depp, and that year 
she also appeared in the family drama “People Like Us.” In 2017, she 
reunited with De Niro for the movie “The Wizard of Lies,” about the 
infamous Ponzi scheme mastermind Bernie Madoff. Portraying Madoff's 
wife, Ruth, Pfeiffer received a Golden Globe nomination for her role. In 
2018, Pfeiffer delved into superheroine territory, playing Marvel Comics 
character Janet Van Dyne (aka The Wasp) in “The Ant-Man and the 
Wasp.” After briefly reprising the role in 2019's “Avengers: Endgame,” the 
actress appeared in “Maleficent: Mistress of Evil” later that year. (Sources 
used: IMDB, Biography.com)

Sandra Bullock- Miriam (voice)
Sandra Bullock lends her voice to the role of Miriam. She was born in 
Arlington, a Virginia suburb of Washington, D.C. Her mother, Helga 
Bullock (née Helga Mathilde Meyer), was a German opera singer. Her 
father, John W. Bullock, was an American voice teacher, who was born in 
Alabama, of German descent. Sandra grew up on the road with her 
parents and younger sister, chef Gesine Bullock-Prado, and spent much 
of her childhood in Nuremberg, Germany. She often performed in the 
children's chorus of whatever production her mother was in. That singing 
talent later came in handy for her role as an aspiring country singer in 
“The Thing Called Love” (1993). Her family moved back to the 
Washington area when she was adolescent. She later enrolled in East 
Carolina University in North Carolina, where she studied acting. Shortly 
afterward she moved to New York to pursue a career on the stage. This 
led to acting in television programs and then feature films. She gave 
memorable performances in “Demolition Man” (1993) and “Wrestling 
Ernest Hemingway” (1993), but did not achieve the stardom that seemed 
inevitable for her until her work in the smash hit “Speed” (1994). In the 
late 1990s Bullock founded the production company Fortis Films, which in 
1998 produced the romantic drama “Hope Floats” and the comedy 
“Practical Magic”; Bullock starred in both movies. That same year her 
voice was featured in “The Prince of Egypt.” She returned to familiar 
territory as an endearing but eccentric lead in the romantic comedy 
“Forces of Nature” (1999), opposite Ben Affleck. In 2000 her performance 
in “28 Days” was praised, as she balanced humour with vulnerability to 
portray a writer and party girl who is sent to rehabilitation. Later that year 
Bullock had a box office hit with “Miss Congeniality,” a comedy in which 
she played an FBI agent who goes undercover as a beauty pageant 
contestant. She now ranks as one of the most popular actresses in 
Hollywood. For her role in “The Blind Side” (2009) she won the Oscar, 
and her blockbusters “The Proposal” (2009), “The Heat” (2013) and 
“Gravity” (2013) made her a bankable star. With $56,000,000, she was 
listed in the Guinness Book Of World Records as the highest-paid actress 
in the world. (IMDB, Britannica)
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Jeff Goldblum- Aaron (voice)
Jeff Goldblum plays Moses’ brother, Aaron. Jeffrey Lynn Goldblum was 
born October 22, 1952 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, one of four children of 
Shirley (Temeles), a radio broadcaster who also ran an appliances firm, 
and Harold L. Goldblum, a doctor. His father was of Russian Jewish 
descent and his mother was of Austrian Jewish ancestry. Goldblum began 
his career on the New York stage after moving to the city at age 
seventeen. Possessing his own unique style of delivery, Goldblum made 
an impression on moviegoers with little more than a single line in Woody 
Allen's “Annie Hall” (1977), when he fretted about having forgotten his 
mantra. Goldblum went on to appear in the remake “Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers” (1978) and co-starred with Ben Vereen in the detective series 
“Tenspeed and Brown Shoe” (1980) before a high-profile turn in the classic 
ensemble film “The Big Chill” (1983). The quirky actor turned up in the 
suitably quirky film “The Adventures of Buckaroo Banzai Across the 8th 
Dimension” (1984), which became a 1980s cult classic, starred in the 
modern-day film noir “Into the Night” (1985), then went on to a 
breakthrough role in the David Cronenberg remake “The Fly” (1986), which 
also featured actress Geena Davis, Goldblum's wife from 1987-1990 and 
co-star in two additional films: “Transylvania 6-5000” (1985) and “Julien 
Temple's Earth Girls Are Easy” (1988). Goldblum was the rather unlikely 
star of some of the biggest blockbusters of the 1990s: Steven Spielberg's 
dinosaur adventure “Jurassic Park” (1993) and its sequel “The Lost World: 
Jurassic Park” (1997), as well as the alien invasion film “Independence 
Day” (1996). These films saw Goldblum playing the type of intellectual 
characters he has become associated with. More recently, roles have 
included critically acclaimed turns in “Igby Goes Down” (2002) and Wes 
Anderson's “The Life Aquatic with Steve Zissou” (2004). In 2009, he 
returned to television to star in his second crime series “Law & Order: 
Criminal Intent” (2001). In 2017, Goldblum moved to the Marvel Comics 
Cinematic Universe, starring in “Thor: Ragnorak” as The Grandmaster. 
The following year, he reprised his role as Dr. Ian Malcolm from “Jurassic 
Park” for the latest franchise installment, “Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom,” 
and rejoined “The Life Aquatic” director Wes Anderson to voice a character 
for “Isle of Dogs.” In late 2019, Goldblum embarked on a new venture with 
the Disney+ streaming service to launch “The World According to Jeff 
Goldblum.” The documentary series has the actor touring the country to 
learn about topics that have fascinated him throughout his life, from the 
process of making sneakers to an exploration of the tattoo community, 
while showcasing his trademark quirky sense of humor. (IMDB, 
Biography.com)
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Danny Glover- Jethro (voice)
Danny Glover plays Jethro. As an actor, producer and humanitarian, Danny 
Glover has been a commanding presence on screen, stage and television for 
more than 35 years. Glover was born in San Francisco, California, to Carrie 
(Hunley) and James Glover, postal workers who were also active in civil 
rights. Glover trained at the Black Actors' Workshop of the American 
Conservatory Theater. It was his Broadway debut in Fugard's “Master 
Harold...and the Boys,” which brought him to national recognition and led 
director Robert Benton to cast Glover in his first leading role in 1984's 
Oscar®-nominated Best Picture “Places in the Heart.” The following year, 
Glover starred in two more Best Picture nominees: Peter Weir's “Witness” 
and Steven Spielberg's “The Color Purple.” In 1987, Glover partnered with 
Mel Gibson in the first “Lethal Weapon” film and went on to star in three 
hugely successful “Lethal Weapon” sequels. Glover has also invested his 
talents in more personal projects, including the award-winning “To Sleep With 
Anger,” which he executive produced and for which he won an Independent 
Spirit Award for Best Actor. On the small screen, Glover won an Image Award 
and a Cable ACE Award and earned an Emmy nomination for his 
performance in the title role of the HBO movie “Mandela.” He has also 
received Emmy nominations for his work in the acclaimed miniseries 
“Lonesome Dove” and the telefilm “Freedom Song.” As a director, he earned 
a Daytime Emmy nomination for Showtime's “Just a Dream.” Glover has also 
gained respect for his wide-reaching community activism and philanthropic 
efforts, with a particular emphasis on advocacy for economic justice, and 
access to health care and education programs in the United States and 
Africa. For these efforts, Glover received a 2006 DGA Honor. Internationally, 
Glover has served as a Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations 
Development Program from 1998-2004, focusing on issues of poverty, 
disease, and economic development in Africa, Latin America, and the 
Caribbean, and serves as UNICEF Ambassador. In 2005, Glover co-founded 
Louverture Films dedicated to the development and production of films of 
historical relevance, social purpose, commercial value and artistic integrity. 
The New York based company has a slate of progressive features and 
documentaries including “Trouble the Water”, which won the Grand Jury Prize 
at the 2008 Sundance Film Festival. (IMDB)

Sir Patrick Stewart- Seti (voice)
Sir Patrick Stewart plays Seti in the film. He was born in Mirfield, Yorkshire, 
England, to Gladys (Barrowclough), a textile worker and weaver, and Alfred 
Stewart, who was in the army. He was a member of various local drama 
groups from about age 12. He left school at age 15 to work as a junior 
reporter on a local paper; he quit when his editor told him he was spending 
too much time at the theatre and not enough working. Stewart spent a year 
as a furniture salesman, saving cash to attend drama school. He was 
accepted by Bristol Old Vic Theatre School in 1957. He made his professional 
debut in 1959 in the repertory theatre in Lincoln; he worked at the Manchester 
Library Theatre and a tour around the world with the Old Vic Company 
followed in the early 1960s. Stewart joined the Royal Shakespeare Company 
in 1966, to begin his 27-year association. Following a spell with the Royal      
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National Theatre in the mid 1980s, he went to Los Angeles, California to 
star on “Star Trek: The Next Generation” (1987), which ran from 
1987-1994, playing the role of Captain Jean-Luc Picard. After the series 
ended, Stewart reprised his role for a string of successful Star Trek films: 
“Star Trek: Generations” (1994), “Star Trek: First Contact” (1996), “Star 
Trek: Insurrection” (1998), and “Star Trek: Nemesis” (2002). Stewart 
continues to work on the stage and in various films. He was awarded 
Knight Bachelor of the Order of the British Empire in the 2010 Queen's 
New Year's Honours List for his services to drama. In 2000 Stewart 
brought his powerful presence to the American blockbuster film “X-Men,” 
playing paraplegic genius Professor Charles Xavier. The professor—like 
Picard, a peace-loving and intelligent man—similarly helped to ground a 
fantastical franchise. Stewart reprised the role in several successful 
sequels (2003, 2006, 2014, and 2017). The series also featured Ian 
McKellen, and the two developed a much-publicized friendship; McKellen 
officiated Stewart’s 2013 wedding to singer-songwriter Sunny Ozell. After 
starring as a choreographer who is interrogated by a graduate student and 
her husband in the film “Match” (2014), Stewart assumed the role of a 
dissipated newscaster in the television comedy series “Blunt Talk” (2015–
16). He appeared in the ensemble holiday comedy Christmas Eve and 
oozed menace as the leader of a group of white supremacists in the 
thriller “Green Room” (both 2015). Stewart later assumed the role of 
legendary wizard Merlin in “The Kid Who Would Be King” (2019), a 
contemporary take on the Arthurian legend. Having used his perfect 
British diction to comedic effect in cartoon TV shows, he also lent his voice 
to the animated movies “Gnomeo & Juliet” (2011), “Ice Age: Continental 
Drift” (2012), “Legends of Oz: Dorothy’s Return” (2013), and “The Emoji 
Movie” (2017). Despite these on-screen successes, Stewart continued to 
act on the stage, and he never stopped performing Shakespeare. In the 
1990s he played Prospero in The Tempest and the title role in an 
innovative take on Othello. In 2008 Stewart’s masterful performance of the 
title role in Shakespeare’s “Macbeth” brought unexpected freshness to the 
play. The production, which started in London and later moved to 
Broadway, was set in a claustrophobic Stalinist U.S.S.R., which seemed 
well suited to the play’s atmosphere of paranoiac treachery. Stewart won 
raves—and a Tony Award nomination—for his rich realization of the 
central character. Later in 2008 he took on the role of Claudius in 
“Hamlet,” for which he received his third Laurence Olivier Award. The 
following year Stewart earned praise as Vladimir in Samuel Beckett’s 
“Waiting for Godot.” His costar was McKellen, and the duo reprised their 
roles on Broadway for a double-bill production (2013–14) that also 
included Harold Pinter’s play “No Man’s Land.” In 2016 Stewart and 
McKellen starred in a London staging of the latter play. (Sources used: 
IMDB, Britanicca)
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Helen Mirren- The Queen (voice)
Helen Mirren plays the Queen. Dame Helen Mirren was born in Queen 
Charlotte's Hospital in West London. Her mother, Kathleen Alexandrina 
Eva Matilda (Rogers), was from a working-class English family, and her 
father, Vasiliy Petrovich Mironov, was a Russian-born civil servant, from 
Kuryanovo, whose own father was a diplomat. Mirren attended St. 
Bernards High School for girls, where she would act in school 
productions. After high school, she began her acting career in theatre 
working in many productions including in the West End and Broadway. 
While still starring in theatre productions, Mirren began her film career in 
her early 20s. Her first film to be released was “A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” (1968), which was followed by dozens of others, including the 
English gangster movie “The Long Good Friday” (1980); the King Arthur 
spoof “Excalibur” (1981); and a love story set in Northern Ireland, 
“Cal” (1984), for which she won the best actress award at the Cannes 
film festival. Mirren later played the unfaithful wife of a grotesque English 
thief in the controversial “The Cook, the Thief, His Wife, and Her 
Lover” (1989) and Queen Charlotte in “The Madness of King 
George” (1994), a role for which she was nominated for a best supporting 
actress Oscar. In 1997 she married director Taylor Hackford.
Mirren extended her successful film career into the 21st century. She was 
nominated a second time for a best supporting actress Oscar, for her role 
as an English housekeeper in Robert Altman’s “Gosford Park” (2001). In 
“Calendar Girls” (2003) she played a middle-aged Yorkshire woman who 
convinces her friends to pose nude for a calendar benefiting leukemia 
research. Mirren won both a British Academy of Film and Television Arts 
(BAFTA) Award and an Academy Award for best actress for “The 
Queen” (2006), a fictionalized account of the ineffectual response of 
Elizabeth II to the untimely death of Diana, princess of Wales, in 1997. 
She subsequently appeared in the adventure movie “National Treasure: 
Book of Secrets” (2007) and portrayed a newspaper editor in the thriller 
“State of Play” (2009). In 2012 Mirren portrayed Alma Reville, the wife of 
filmmaker Alfred Hitchcock, in the biographical “Hitchcock.” The following 
year she provided a voice for the animated “Monsters University” and 
returned to the steely role she had played in “Red” for the film’s sequel, 
“Red 2.” She crossed blades with Indian actor Om Puri in “The Hundred-
Foot Journey” (2014), in which the two played the owners of competing 
restaurants. In “Woman in Gold” (2015) Mirren portrayed Maria Altmann, 
a Jewish refugee who successfully sued the Austrian government to 
recover paintings by Gustav Klimt stolen from her family by the Nazis 
during World War II. “Eye in the Sky” (2015) featured Mirren as a British 
colonel who faces a moral dilemma while remotely commanding a 
military operation in Kenya intended to apprehend a terrorist. Mirren’s 
subsequent movies from this period included the drama “Collateral 
Beauty” (2016), the sentimental comedy “The Leisure Seeker” (2017), 
and the period horror film “Winchester” (2018). She played the villainous 
Mother Ginger in “The Nutcracker and the Four Realms” (2018), an 
adaptation of Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s 19th-century ballet. Among her 
film credits from 2019 were the thriller “Anna,” in which she portrayed the 
KGB handler of a model-turned-assassin, and “The Good Liar,” a cat-
and-mouse drama that also featured Ian McKellen. (MDB, Britannica)
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THE PRINCE OF EGYPT TRIVIA
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● The voice of God, to avoid controversy, was played by all of the major actors. The actors
were told to whisper the lines, so none would dominate the performance, but by the time
they got around to having Val Kilmer read his lines, they realized they needed someone to
be louder. You still can hear the rest of the cast whispering beneath Kilmer's voice in God's
lines. (Source: IMDB)

● The production team and Executive Producer Jeffrey Katzenberg conferred with roughly
six hundred religious experts to make this movie as accurate and faithful to the original
story as possible. After previewing the developing movie, all of the religious scholars,
experts, and leaders associated in the making of this movie noted that the studio executives
listened and responded to their ideas, and praised the studio for reaching out for comment
from outside sources. (Source: IMDB)

● The four-minute parting of the Red Sea sequence took ten animators two years to
complete. (Source: IMDB)

● Since it was one of the most highly anticipated movies of 1998, it was sent to theaters
under the title "Edgar Allan" to disguise the real title before the world premiere. ("Edgar
Allan" as in Poe; P-O-E = Prince Of Egypt) (Source: IMDB)

● Only five of the voice actors and actresses do both the singing and speaking parts of the
characters: Ralph Fiennes (Rameses II), Michelle Pfeiffer (Tzipporah), Martin Short (Huy),
Steve Martin (Hotep), and Ofra Haza (Yocheved). All of the other parts have different
singers from their speakers. (Source: IMDB) ● Brenda Chapman became the first woman to
co-direct an animated movie from a major movie studio, when Executive Producer Jeffrey
Katzenberg assigned her to co-direct this movie, owing to their relationship at Disney
Studios, and also her acclaimed work on Beauty and the Beast (1991) and The Lion King
(1994). (Source: IMDB)

● The movie's success as the then-highest grossing traditional animated film not produced
by Disney until The Simpsons Movie lead to a wave of theatrical Christian movies in the late
90's and early 2000's. Among them were two record-breakers of their own: The Passion of
the Christ, which became the then highest-grossing R-rated film of all time (the record is
currently held by Joker) and Jonah: A VeggieTales Movie, which was the highest-grossing
film based on a Preschool Show for 17 years until Dora and the Lost City of Gold surpassed
it. (Source: TV Tropes)

● Director Brenda Chapman did a scratch recording of Miriam singing the River Lullaby that
was then supposed to be re-recorded by Miriam’s Non-Singing Voice, Sally Dworsky, for
the scene where Moses meets Mirian and Aaron. Chapman’s recording was the one that
ended up in the final film. (Source: TV Tropes) ● Leonardo DiCaprio, Dennis Quaid and
Mark Wahlberg were considered for the role of Moses. (Source: TV Tropes)



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

31

1. What does Moses’ mother hide him in to let him escape down the river?

2. Who finds Moses and takes him in?

3. Why is Pharaoh angry with Ramses after the chariot race?

4. What does Miriam do to convince Moses that she’s telling the truth?

5. What does Moses do that makes him flee into the desert?

6. What animal saves Moses in the desert?

7. What does Moses find in the cave?

8. Who is the new Pharaoh when Moses returns to Egypt?

9. What is the first miracle that Moses performs to Ramses?

10. What must the Hebrews do to protect themselves from the angel of death?

11. What miracle does Moses perform to help the Hebrews escape Ramses’ army?

12. What happens to Ramses’ army?

13. What does Moses come down the mountain with at the end of the movie?



● “...epic storytelling on the grandest scale. Big imagery, big themes, big emotions - all
met head-on and accomplished triumphantly” -- Staff, Empire

● “... a story of triumph and adventure - of oppression ended and freedom begun.” --
James Bernardinelli, ReelViews

● “Everything we love about biblical-movie kitsch is here, only concentrated and
heightened.” -- David Edelstein, Slate

● “One of the best-looking animated films ever made.” -- Roger Ebert, Chicago Sun-Times
● “An inspiring translation of biblical grandeur, turning the story of one of history's greatest
heroes into an entertaining, visually dazzling cartoon.” -- Peter Sack, San Francisco
Chronicle

● “The blend of animation techniques somehow demonstrates mastery modestly, while the
special effects are nothing short of magnificent.” -- Lisa Alspector, Chicago Reader

CRITICAL ACCLAIM
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